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“Follow Me,” “Come and See” & “Stay” Epiphanies 
B-Epiphany 2; 1 Samuel 3:10-20; John 1:35-51, 1/14/2018 

Robert Woody 
 

Sermon-in-a Sentence:  Being faithful to Jesus doesn’t mean “staying put”; it means listening for and responding 

to “epiphanies” calling us to follow, come and see, and stay with Jesus, on a never-ending journey about Life and 

God. 

Children’s Sermon: 

       Anyone know what Liturgical Season we are in?  Epiphany.  Anyone know what “epiphany” 

means?  That’s when the light goes on in our head or heart, and we hear a voice or suddenly 

have this idea that we think comes from the Spirit, telling us something we need to do. 

       Do you remember the OT story of Samuel, who was a young boy, not much older than you?  

What happened to Samuel?  He was living in the Temple with the priest Eli.  He slept in the 

Temple every night, and one night while he was lying next to the altar, he had an epiphany.  

What happened?  He heard a voice calling his name.  “Samuel!” “Samuel!”  He thought it was Eli, 

and went and woke him up, 3 times.  The third time, Eli said, “it’s not me calling you.  It’s God.  If 

you hear the voice again, just say, ‘Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.’”  So he lay down 

again, and next time he heard that voice he said, “Speak Lord, for your servant is listening.”  And 

God told him what God wanted him to do, which was to go to Eli, his priest, and almost like his 

adopted father, and tell him he was in deep trouble with God because his sons were messing 

things up and Eli wasn’t correcting them.   

     That would not be easy would it?  But did he follow God’s command?  Yes.  This was the 

beginning of Samuel’s journey of becoming a great follower of God.  He listened to God, he 

listened for new epiphanies, and he followed God’s Way.  He made a huge contribution to the 

formation of Israel, God’s Children. 
 

     If you are going to be a follower of Jesus, and a follower of God like Samuel, you have to be 

willing to listen for “epiphanies” so you can really follow Jesus or the Spirit.  Has anyone ever 

seen Jesus in person?  Then how do you follow him?  Listen for “epiphanies”.  Let those 

“epiphanies” lead and guide you as you follow Jesus.   

     Now is that easy?  What’s hard about following Jesus?  You have to be willing to change your 

direction, maybe head in a scary direction, and maybe change your understanding of where you 

are going.   

     I’ve had several big epiphanies on my life journey: 

 I was practicing law in NYC and I had an epiphany that told me to quit my job, move to the 

country and ponder what God wanted me to do with my life.   

 Then, while I was in the country, I had an epiphany that I should become a peacemaker or 

mediator.  Help people who are in conflict make peace.     
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 Then, I had an epiphany that I should move back to Texas to be a peacemaker. 

 Then I had an epiphany that I should go to seminary and become a priest.   

 Then, one day I got a letter in the mail about this a church in San Antonio called 

Reconciliation, a voice in my heart said, “go there and be their priest.”   

It’s still happening.  I still get these Epiphanies “follow me, we are heading off in a new 

direction.” 
 

     How do we learn to hear “epiphanies”?  Come to church, that’s what we are teaching.  If we 

want to be a disciple or a follower of Jesus, we have to promise to follow wherever he leads.  we 

have to learn to listen to epiphanies like Samuel, to guide us on our journey.  Epiphanies help us 

decide: What to study in school.  What kind of job.  Who to marry.  Who we need to help, or how 

we should love our neighbor.   

     Who wants to be a follower of Jesus?  Are you willing to listen carefully for Epiphanies that will 

guide you on your life journey? 
 

Adult Sermon: 

     Our Gospel reading this morning from John, is about the calling of Jesus’ first disciples.  As is 

frequently true with the Gospel of John, there are clearly two levels of meaning in these stories.  

There is the story line or narrative about Jesus gathering his first disciples or followers.  And 

there is the deeper meaning, the stories and the words and phrases are used as metaphors and 

symbols for us, to teach us, in our own life journeys about what it really means for us to be a 

disciple of Jesus, and how to do it.   

     I’d like to reflect with you on three phrases used in these stories about the calling of the first 

disciples; phrases also used elsewhere in John’s Gospel; phrases that give us a deeper insight into 

what it really means to be a disciple:   “Follow me” “Come and See”  and “Stay.”     
 

     Two days after baptizing Jesus, John the Baptist saw Jesus walking by and said to his disciples, 

“Look, there is the Lamb of God.”  And when two of John’s disciples heard what he said, they 

immediately “followed Jesus.”  And later when Jesus meets Phillip, Jesus says “follow me.”  And 

he does.  And Phillip asks others, including Nathanael to also “follow” Jesus.  Throughout the 

Gospel of John there are stories of people hearing a call to “follow” Jesus.    

     That is fundamentally what it means to become a Christian – to choose to follow Jesus, . . . 

wherever he leads us.  I’m sure all, or most of us, have had some sort of “epiphany,” where we 

felt called to “follow” Jesus, to let Jesus set, or change our life direction.   

     This discipleship of following is an ongoing process of discovery, of encountering new things, 

of having our eyes opened to new realities, new truths, new possibilities, new adventures, new 

challenges.  It is not just about staying put, hanging on, resisting change.  Yes, we are called to be 

faithful, and sometimes that requires us to resist temptations that are trying to draw us away 



3 
 

from our journey and connection with God and Jesus.  But sometimes, often, faithful means 

being willing to follow Jesus through change, to a new place in our life journey.  As I shared with 

the kids, I had a whole series of “follow me” epiphanies that ultimately led me to Rec. 
 

     The 2nd phrase that appears frequently in these discipleship stories is “come and see.”  Jesus 

doesn’t tell his new disciples, his new followers, “This is where I’m going and this is exactly what 

will happen, or what you should do when we get there.”  Instead, when Jesus saw John’s 

disciples following him, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”  And they said, “Rabbi, 

teacher, where are you staying?”  But Jesus didn’t tell them.  Instead he said, “Come and see.”   

     When we follow Jesus we rarely know exactly where he is leading us.  It is a journey of 

discovery.  If Jesus told us exactly where we were headed and how it would end, we probably 

wouldn’t follow him and wouldn’t stay on the path.  When I was a young faithful Southern 

Baptist, if I had heard a voice say, “Follow me, I am going to make you an Episcopal priest and 

you will serve in a radically inclusive, progressive Episcopal congregation,” I would have turn and 

run the other way.   

     If Jesus had told Phillip and Nathanael: “I am going to start and lead this disruptive new 

movement, and we will get criticized by many of the Church leaders and the political leaders and 

our families, and eventually they will arrest me and execute me, and you will have to go into 

hiding.  But then I will be resurrected, and you will become a wandering disciple, starting a whole 

new church, and some of you will also get arrested and some executed.”  Do you think they 

would have followed him?  I doubt it!!!  Instead Jesus says, “Come and see.  Join me on this 

journey of discovery.”   

     After Phillip had been invited to “follow” Jesus, he went to his friend Nathanael and said, “We 

have found the Messiah, Jesus son of Joseph of Nazareth.”  And Nathanael’s response was “Can 

anything good come from Nazareth?”  Looking at the world through his old lens of prejudice and 

judgment, Nathanael couldn’t imagine the Messiah coming from a crappy place like Nazareth.  

Maybe Jerusalem or Bethlehem, but not Nazareth.  His first inclination was, “I am not following 

anyone from Nazareth.”  But Phillip says, “Come and see”.  And when Nathanael let’s go of his 

prejudice towards Nazareth, and follows Phillip to meet Jesus of Nazareth, he’s blown away.   

     For each of the new disciples, for every disciple, the journey of life following the Jesus Way is a 

continuing stretch.  We don’t know exactly where Jesus will lead us.  Even if we know it will be 

towards the “Kingdom of God,” we don’t know the path, and we don’t even know exactly what 

“the Kingdom” will be.  We just have to be willing to “come and see.” 
 

     The third phrase or metaphor in these stories about discipleship that I want to reflect on is 

“stay.”  When John’s disciples begin to follow behind Jesus, their first question was: “Where are 

you staying?”  Jesus responds, “‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and 

they remained with him that day.”   
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     This one is more subtle.  But the word translated in English as “stay” or “remain with” in this 

passage is the same word John uses elsewhere in his Gospel to describe the relationship between 

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, and the permanence in the relationship between 

Jesus and his followers.  Elsewhere it is translated as “dwell” or “abide” or “continue.”  It is about 

forming a permanent, intimate, communal relationship, even in the midst of a journey of change 

and discovery.  For example, through the Gospel of John, Jesus says:   “If you continue in my 

word you are truly my disciple.” (John 8:31)  “The Father who dwells in me, does His work.” (John 

14:10)  “You know [the Spirit of truth] because he abides with you.” (John 14:17)  “Abide in me 

as I abide in you.  Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither 

can you unless you abide in me.”  (John 15:4) 

     The Greek words translated as “continue,” “dwell,” and “abide” are the same Greek words 

that are translated “stay” in our Gospel reading about the calling of the first disciples.  Even 

though we don’t know exactly where Jesus is leading us as disciples and what we will experience 

or encounter, we are not wandering in the desert alone.  We are in a permanent, abiding, 

communal relationship with God, with Jesus, with the Spirit and with each other, as the Body of 

Christ.  We will hear “epiphanies” calling us to: “Stay with me.” 
 

     As disciples, often Jesus and God and the Spirit do not answer our questions directly.  Often 

they do not tell us where this is going, or how we will get there.  They just speak to us through 

epiphanies, saying, “follow me,” “come and see,” “stay with me.”  Discipleship is a journey full of 

little epiphanies and ongoing revelations that take us step by step to places we never imagined 

would be part of our journey.  How many of you there ever thought you would end up in a 

church like Reconciliation?  If you had asked me when I was 20 or 30 or even 40, “Do you ever 

think you will be the priest of a church like Rec?”  I would have said, “No way!  That’s crazy!”   

     But Jesus kept saying in different voices and with different accents, “Robert, follow me.”  

“Come and see.”  “Stay with me.”  As I told the kids, it took me a lot of epiphanies to get from 

Belmont Baptist Church in Abilene Texas to the Episcopal Church of Reconciliation in San 

Antonio.  It was a crazy path that included practicing law in NYC, and then walking away from a 

partnership and moving to the Catskills, marrying a crazy, beautiful, life-giving, Irish Catholic, 

becoming a mediator, going to seminary and becoming the assistant priest in a parish that ended 

up leaving the Episcopal Church over the issue of homosexuality and gay marriage, and then 

landing at Rec.  Each of those episodes required multiple epiphanies saying, “follow me, come 

and see, stay with me.”  And it hasn’t stopped.  The crazy journey continues.   

     So I invite you to take a few minutes and ponder, “Is Jesus or the Holy Spirit knocking on my 

door, asking me in some way to “follow me,” or “to come and see,” or “to stay close.”   

     Will I listen to these “epiphanies”? 

 


