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Keep Awake 
B-Advent 1; Is. 64 :1-9; Mk 13:24-37 

December 3, 2017 
 

    Our readings from both Isaiah and the Gospel of Mark are powerful – and challenging, as is this season 

of Advent, which begins today.  (Part of the challenge of Advent for me is having to chant.  But that’s not the 

only challenge.)   

Advent is not just about “preparing” us to celebrate “Christmas,” Jesus’ birth and first coming.  And it’s 

not just about reminding and reinvigorating us to expect and hope for the “Second Coming.”  Advent is a time 

to prepare us for the real Christmas, the real purpose and consequences of Jesus’ first coming, and his second.  

Advent is intended to draw us not only into the mystery and wonder of Jesus’ birth, but also the mystery and 

purpose of his life in our world.   

Jesus came to bring about the Kingdom of God, a movement that would change the world.  Jesus did 

not come to simply give us a ticket to heaven.  He came to show us what the Kingdom of God really is and to 

model how to live into the Kingdom of God, here and now, and for eternity.   

The Kingdom of God is a world in which our eyes are opened to see what is really, truly happening in 

our world.  We are so often blind to the truth; especially white-privileged males with power and authority, . . . 

like me.  We are so blind to the real world experienced by women, by people of color, by immigrants, by the 

poor.  I think one of the reasons Jesus came was to shock and stretch the Jewish religious culture; to open 

their eyes to truly see the leper, the homeless person, the abused women, the poor, even the tax collectors.   

The Kingdom of God is about truly loving our neighbors, all of them; not just the ones in our middle 

and upper middle class, predominately white neighborhoods,  . . . . which I, and most of us have always lived 

in.  The Kingdom of God is not something we can experience simply in theory, or theology, or liturgy, or by 

simply celebrating stories.  Like Jesus and his disciples, we have to get our hands dirty.  We can’t just talk 

about the lepers; we have to reach out and touch them.  That can be scary and challenging.  It’s easier to just 

stay home and take a nap. 

The first coming of Jesus is a mysterious miracle.  We can’t really understand exactly what happened.  

But we have been blessed with stories, written 2,000 years ago, of how people experienced Jesus’s 1st coming.  

It is a gift to be able to celebrate the stories of Mary and Joseph, and the shepherds, and wise men.  But these 

stories about Jesus’ birth, don’t really explain the “Kingdom of God.”  They don’t really explain why he came, 

and the abundant life he modeled for us and for our neighbors.  But the rest of the stories in our Gospels and 

Epistles, do.  They show us, through the life of Jesus and the life of his disciples and followers, what the 

Kingdom of God is truly about.  We celebrate Jesus’ birth because of the impact of his whole life, and 

ultimately, his willingness to die for the sake of God’s Kingdom. 

The Second Coming of Jesus, which we also celebrate in the Season of Advent, is even a greater 

mystery.  It is such a mystery that Jesus only speaks of it in metaphors and parables, like our Gospel reading 

this morning.  There will be “darkness” – the sun and moon will darken; the stars will fall from heaven; 

“powers” in the heavens will be shaken.  The Son of Man will come in “clouds”.  He will send out his angels on 

the four winds and gather his “elect” from the ends of earth.  If we pay attention to the signs like the fig tree 

spouting in the spring, we will know that Jesus is “near the gates,” whatever that means.   

And, according to Jesus, no one but God the Father, knows when this is going to happen; not even 

Jesus knows.  And because we do not know when this will happen, or from all these metaphors, exactly what 

will happen, Jesus says, here’s the most important thing:  Keep Awake!!    Keep Awake!! 
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We will miss out on the coming of the Kingdom of God if we don’t “Keep Awake.”  But what does that 

mean, to “Keep Awake”?  Do we need to pay attention to the sun, and moon, and stars?  And the winds?  So 

we know when the 2nd Coming is really happening?   

Or are we being challenged to “Keep Awake” to the Kingdom of God that is already happening?  The 

Kingdom of God that Jesus came to initiate and model.  Loving our neighbors.  Opening our eyes to the true 

suffering and discrimination in our world.  Following Jesus’ example.  Paying attention.  Doing something.  I 

think that’s what it really means to Keep Awake.  And if we ignore the coming of the Kingdom of God, here 

and now; if we ignore the brokenness in our world, if we ignore our neighbors who are suffering, if we focus 

on our own success and wealth, I think we are falling asleep. 

That seems to be similar to what Isaiah was talking about: “You (God) meet those who gladly do right, 

those who remember you in your ways.”  I think Isaiah is saying, those who “Keep Awake” and follow God’s 

ways stay connected with God.  But according to Isaiah, when the people of Israel  “fell asleep,” and stopped 

following God’s ways, and became “unclean,” God “hid his face” from them. 

 

The Kingdom of God is a world where all of God’s children can live the abundant life that God wants 

for all of us.  If we, in this season of Advent, happily celebrate the birth of Jesus, and look forward with 

eagerness, to the day when Jesus will come again to take us to heaven, but in the process, ignore the reality 

that many of our brothers and sisters are not living an abundant life, and if we refuse to listen to them and 

reach out to love them, are we really Keeping Awake? 

Is the Church “keeping awake”?  Are we staying focused on helping make the Kingdom of God happen 

with our neighbors and in our world?  Or are we overly focused on ourselves?  Are we falling asleep to the 

Kingdom of God? 

 

This is my best interpretation of our challenging Gospel reading and Jesus’ command that we “Keep 

Awake.”  I’m not sure I’ve got it all nailed down.  But I hope I’ve at least challenged you and stirred you to 

think about: “What does it really mean for me to “Keep Awake,” especially in this season of Advent and 

Christmas?”  

 

Amen, 

 

and,  

 

Keep Awake! 


