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   Feasts, Freedom, and Faithfulness 
 

There is almost nothing I like better than an invitation to a feast, a party, a 
gathering where friends and family have something to celebrate.   It’s what we do 
here every single Sunday around this Eucharistic table.  However, as we read today’s 
appointed lectionary texts there should be a huge WARNING sign posted at the 
entrances…    RSVP’ing and not showing up enrages the host AND what’s even more 
outrageous is showing up completely oblivious to the urgency and miracle of the 
invitation itself.  In other words, just showing up, taking what’s freely given to you, 
and walking away until you feel like returning again to consume something else 
from the Host is unworthy of the gift of being invited.    So, my friends, consider 
yourself warned. 

Some of you know that I grew up in a restaurant family.  A family in which a 
meal, whether in our home or in one of my Dad’s restaurants was considered a 
sacred occasion.   Every guest was to be honored and every meal delivered with 
grace and gratitude.  All were invited and every one who entered was to be treated 
as family.  No exceptions.    

Special preparations were made, every detail considered so that at the 
conclusion of the experience every one now experienced what it meant to be 
honored as a member of a large, diverse, extended family.   It also meant that those 
who provided the meal understood the gravity of such preparations.  No detail 
insignificant.  Nothing left to chance.   And those who would arrive at the table did so 
with the expectation that this would be the most excellent communal dining 
experience of their lives.    

If you have ever received an invitation to such an important feast (and by the 
way you have, by virtue of your baptism) you are here today to experience such a 
Eucharistic Feast.  However, if you are here as a consumer only, as one who comes 
to be fed and not to feed, to be served and not to serve, to be loved and not to love… 
well, then, my friend, you have a problem on your hands.    

What makes this week’s texts quite incredible is that the theme of feasting is 
central to the Hebrew scripture in Isaiah, the 23rd Psalm, and to the Gospel text 
from Matthew.  As a preacher, it hardly ever works that way.  And yet, just because 
the theme is consistent across the texts, the levels of meaning and message are 
complex and dare I say, demanding of us who call ourselves followers of the way of 
Jesus.   So let’s start with Matthew because over the next few weeks, Matthew 
becomes more and more intense in tone and intent.   

I trust that in the nearly two years of listening to my preaching and reading 
my reflections, you know that I enjoy alliteration here and there.  The alliteration for 
today is:  Feasts, Freedom, and Faithfulness.   And the truth of the matter is that I want 
to add Fashion to the alliterative title since there certainly was a breach of dress in the 
Gospel text! But I won’t! 

 



The gospel text from is set in the context of Matthew’s continuing critical 
conversation with the chief priests and the Pharisees and this parable of the 
Wedding Banquet is a summary account of a central theological teaching found in all 
of Scripture wherein God invites God’s people to an abundant life.  God sets no limits 
on who is invited, and the consequential obligation that comes along with this 
invitation includes obedience, gratitude, and faithfulness.   And as if that is not 
sufficient, the gospel writer drives home the dire consequences that come with 
ignoring, rejecting, or even shrugging off the gravity of the invitation if one dares to 
attend the feast.    

Matthew certainly illustrates in this parable that the responsibility lies with 
the people of God to make the decision once the invitation is received.  In other 
words, you can be invited, you can choose to ignore it, you can choose to show up 
but if you do, be advised that showing up demands more than your presence at the 
table.  Showing up, if you dare, requires a sense of urgency and wholehearted 
surrender to live the gospel message this parable declares.   There is no room for 
any of us to consider showing up because it’s a free meal and then choosing not to 
work for the inclusive, abundant, extravagant life meant for all God’s people.    

My friends, this wedding feast and the one set for us at this table is not for the 
faint of heart or the half-hearted disciples who wish only to consume the feast and 
not extend it beyond this table.  This Eucharistic feast, like the wedding feast is not 
meant to be a “free meal” with no obligations or responsibilities beyond our own 
consumption.  This sacred meal, this mystery in God’s great economy demands that 
you and I are ready, willing, and by all accounts committed to making sacrifices in 
our own lives so that there are none who are left out on the margins, the fringes, the 
outskirts, or in the proverbial outer darkness.  

One commentator I read this week pointed out the fact that Jesus only made 
references to hell, or to the outer darkness where there was weeping and gnashing 
of teeth in parables thus inferring that “hell” was not intended to be a place but an 
experience.   I must admit that I have thought that for a very long time.    

Growing up Roman Catholic in the time of the Baltimore Catechism before 
Vatican II we were taught to remain terrified of a judgmental God who was on the 
look out for every big and small sin we could commit.   I remember the “milk bottle” 
illustrations:  (if you’ve never seen a milk bottle, think, Starbucks Latte on an HEB 
grocery shelf).   Well, the soul in mortal sin (think, mortal danger, think HELL) was 
totally awash in black.  Dead to sin.   The soul in venial sin, dotted by black smudges 
of sin (think damaged goods but not worthy of HELL but something, somewhere in 
between heaven and hell) was not a totally lost case but could by some means of 
repentance after death) could regain one’s heavenly home.   Now if that isn’t mind 
control, I don’t know what is.  And I simply couldn’t accept it then and certainly, I 
don’t accept it now.   
  I rather like Matthew’s intensity in this Gospel for it places full 
responsibility on the guest for accepting the invitation, showing up and actually 
participating in the feast.   But wait, there’s more.  The Feast is only the beginning.  
Know yourself to be invited, good or bad as the case may by.  All are invited guests.  
But once you RSVP, once you show up, prepared to accept full responsibility not as a 
consumer but as a co-creator and partner with the Host to make such abundant life 



accessible to all, the freedom to make that choice solely belongs to you.  There is no 
such thing of a free meal in the kin-dom of God.  In the reign of God in Christ, all are 
invited to feast, and all are become like the One whom we receive.    
 Here at this table, as at the Wedding Feast, the radical inclusivity of the 
invitation must be met with full acceptance and commitment.   If the Host does not 
exclude, neither can we.   If the Host makes room for good and bad, so must we.  If 
you come hungry, you will be fed.  If you come thirsty, you will drink from the 
waters of new life.   But if you come only to be fed, or to drink your fill, beware, there 
will be consequences.  
 So what might the consequences look like?  I do believe in a just and merciful 
God who will, in some fashion between our last earthly breath and crossing a 
threshold to eternal life, require of us a full and truthful life review.   I believe that in 
that “time” that is no time, each of us will see our lives as God has seen us live…  not 
in judgment but in truth, full, unedited, authentic truth and the implications of the 
freedom we have enjoyed and the decisions we have made.  We will see and 
understand where we might have loved more, forgiven more, understood and 
invited more.   All will be revealed as it truly is…  and, perhaps for some, that will 
feel like hell and for some, purgatory and release.  And for all, I believe our all loving, 
all merciful, and all inclusive God leaves no one out…   I imagine that in the very 
presence of ALL LOVE, PURE LOVE, even those who have perpetrated extraordinary 
evil will not be able to resist such LOVE.   In the Mystery that is the very nature of 
the Divine, each and every one of God’s beloved can and will be free to love as we 
have first been loved.  Who will resist the power of that LOVE when in its very 
presence?  My hope and prayer is that not one of God’s creatures is capable of such 
rejection.      
 Isaiah says it, too.   On this mountain, the Lord of hosts will make for ALL 
peoples, a feast of rich food…  And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is 
cast over all peoples…  the Lord will swallow up death, forever.  Then the Lord will 
wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of the people, the Lord will take 
away.   This is the message and the meaning of Feasts, Freedom, and Faithfulness.  
Stay faithful.  Stay at the table.  Be fed.  Then FEED.   Be loved.  Then LOVE.  Be 
forgiven.  Then FORGIVE.   Be healed.  Then HEAL.   Follow in the way of the Host…    
 Finally, the 23rd psalm echoes this message as well.   Thou preparest a table 
before me in the presence of mine enemies; you anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over.  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.   
 Feasts, Freedom, and Faithfulness.   You can’t choose one without the other 
or two out of three.  Like the Trinity itself, it’s all or nothing.  Know this:   
 You are invited to the Feast. 
 You are free to choose to participate. 

And if you do, you must remain faithful to the Host, the Shepherd.    
In the words of our beautiful Hymn, let us pray: 

And so through all the length of days thy goodness faileth never;  
 Good Shepherd may I sing thy praise within thy house for ever.   

 
 Amen.  



 
 
 


