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Wilderness, a good place to meet God 
Season of Creation, 9/10/17; 1Kings 19:9-16, Ps. 96, Luke 9:28-36 

 

Children’s Sermon: 

Both of our readings today are about special places where people had meetings with God.  

Where did these meetings happen?  On mountains.  Mountains are one example of wilderness.   

What is wilderness?  A place where there is the least amount of human interference.  Not a lot 

of houses or stores or streets or cars or people.  Not a lot of human distractions.   

Why did Jesus and the prophet Elijah go out to the mountain wilderness to meet God?  There 

are lots of stories in the Bible where prophets and Jesus choose to go out into the dessert 

wilderness or up on a mountain wilderness to meet God.  Why?  Here’s what I think.  Very often, 

other humans, and all the stuff humans are interested in or obsessed with, are very distracting for 

us.  They make it hard to open our minds and our hearts to hear God or experience God’s presence.  

But often when we go out in the wilderness or up on a mountain, we are more likely to hear God’s 

voice or experience God’s presence.   

But it’s not just the absence of human distractions that makes the wilderness awesome.  It’s also 

the beauty and wonder and awe of God’s Creation, which is so present in the wilderness.  My 

experience is when I start to see all the wonder and awesomeness of the wilderness, my mind and 

heart are opened up, to experience my Creator.   

I have been blessed in the past two months to experience two awesome wildernesses.  One in 

the mountains of Colorado,  and the other in the ocean off the island of Cozumel in the Caribbean 

Sea.  I want to show you some pictures of what I experienced.   

Let’s begin with the mountain wilderness.  As I was hiking up into the Indian Peaks Wilderness 

area, which is just south of Rocky Mountain National Park, one of the first things that captured my 

attention was the beauty and wonder of all the wild flowers.  Look at these amazing flowers – their 

shape and the colors.   
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And then some fascinating berries.   

   
And then I started noticing these amazing wild mushrooms.   

    

   

 

And then the streams, rivers and lakes were also awesome.   
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And I saw several moose.  

  
 

All this beauty and wonder helped me let go of all the distractions in my head, and I began to 

feel very close to our Holy Creator, to God, our Father and Mother. 
 

I had a similar experience when I went snorkeling in the Caribbean Sea when I was on vacation 

with my family in Cozumel, an island off the coast of Mexico.  I started seeing these amazing, 

beautiful fish.  All kinds of shapes and colors.   
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And other amazing creatures like sea turtles, squid, lobsters, worms, crabs, sting rays, starfish.    

    

   

 

And I saw amazing sponges and coral.     

    

    

And then stingrays and eels.   
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I wasn’t able to take pictures of all the fish and coral and other creatures, but I did find pictures 

on the internet of most of the things I saw.  Every one of these pictures is an example of something 

I saw in the ocean.   

And again, all this beauty and wonder helped me let go of so many distractions in my head and 

helped me feel much closer to the Creator of our awesome world.   

Being out in the beauty and wonder of Creation is not the only place or way we can connect with 

God, but it is one way.  And you don’t have to go all the way to Colorado to the mountains or to the 

Caribbean Sea.  You could take a walk in a park, or even sit out in the courtyard of our church and 

notice the birds and flowers and trees and feel the breeze, and that might help you feel closer to 

God.  Or maybe you could even connect with a pet, who is part of God’s awesome creation. 

God is our Creator, and anytime we can connect with Creation it can help connect us with God, 

our Creator.   

Have you ever had an experience in a wilderness or with Creation that made you feel closer to 

God?  I encourage each of you, to find the time and a place you can connect with Creation. 

Adult Sermon: 

We are living in a world where people seem to be having a harder time connecting with and 

staying connected with -- God.  And I think one factor in that disconnect, is our increasing lack of 

connection with Creation.  My grandparents on my mother’s side, and my great grandparents on 

my father’s side were farmers.  They spent a lot of their time actively engaged with Creation.  But 

my parents went to college, got good jobs, and spent most of their life in houses and offices.  And 

now we are living more and more of our lives in urban, human-dominated contexts.  Most of us 

spend less and less time connecting with nature and creation.  We are obsessed with our cell 

phones and computers and social media.  Children today spend very little time outdoors – they’ve 

got tv, computers, games to keep them fully occupied.  I recently read an article that said that our 

children spend an average of 8 to 10 minutes per day outside.   

Humanity is spending less and less time connecting with nature.  There are many examples in 

the Gospels of where Jesus went up on a mountain or out in the wilderness to pray, to connect with 

God, to relax, to breath deep.  When’s the last time you went out in the wilderness or up on a 

mountain or even out in a garden to pray, or to relax? 

I fear the more we become disconnected with Creation, the more we are disconnected from our 

Creator, and from the Abundant Life God and Jesus want for all of us.  The more we reach out to 

and connect with Creation, and love Creation, the closer we will become with our Creator.   
 

And the more we ignore and disconnect with Creation, the more likely we are to abuse 

Creation.  To throw trash out the window of our car.  To ignore recycling opportunities.  To love 

gas-guzzling cars.  To have a water-guzzling lawn, instead of xeriscaping.  And the more we ignore 

and disconnect with Creation, the more likely we are to stay focused on fossil fuels, and ignore  
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solar and wind energy.  And to ignore the reality of Climate Change that is elevating destructive 

forces like hurricane Harvey and Irma.   

What kind of storms will our grandchildren and great grandchildren have to endure? 
 

I’ve been backpacking in the Indian Peaks Wilderness near our diocesan Duncan Park, almost 

every year, for the past 7 years.  And every year I see more and more destruction of the Lodgepole 

Pine trees by the Mountain Pine Bark beetles.   

   
 

As temperatures rise due to climate change, the beetles are able to survive at higher and higher 

elevations.  70% of the Lodgepole Pine areas in Colorado have suffered extensive damage.   

 
 

 

 

One in 14 trees in Colorado forests are now dead.  The dead trees are causing more forest fires.  

And fires and the decaying trees are also contributing to global warming and climate change. 

 

We are having the same problem with coral reefs around the world.  Global warming and the 

warming of ocean temperatures is causing the coral reefs to die off.  Warming water temperatures 

causes “coral bleaching” – death among the organisms that build the reef structure.  In the last year 

alone, 12% of coral reefs have been “bleached.”   
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Warming ocean temperatures have also increased the intensity of two of the worst hurricanes in 

history, just in the last month.    

We are not only becoming more and more disconnected with Creation.  We are actively abusing 

Creation and ignoring the consequences.   

 

I want to end on a more positive note.  We can all choose to love Creation.  Not just “like” it; but 

actively love Creation.  We can all choose to honor our Creator by loving God’s Creation.  There is 

still hope.  But it’s dwindling.  More and more people, especially the poor and underprivileged, will 

suffer greatly because of Climate Change.  We’ve been watching it on the News.   

Let’s love and preserve our Creation, especially our wildernesses, because the beauty and awe 

and wonder of wildernesses truly can open us to God, and bless our sisters and brothers and fellow 

creatures throughout the world.      Amen 

 


