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  Pentecost:  The Fire of Love in our Flesh and our Bone 
 
  A blessed morning to each of you on this glorious feast day of Pentecost 
Sunday…  a feast day that marks fifty days following the resurrection miracle of 
Easter day.  A feast day of unimaginable power and incomprehensible grace! 
 
 ???  something about Bishop Reed’s investiture yesterday…  as a Pentecost 
experience not only for our Bishop, not only for the Diocese of West TX, not only a 
Pentecost call to the whole Body of Christ, the Church…  a Pentecost experience that 
shakes us out of all complacency and into Spirit filled and Spirit led witness to Love 
in the world.    
 
 The biblical texts before us from the Acts of the Apostles and from the Gospel 
of John each set a certain perspective on this Pentecostal experience.   The reading 
from Acts is tells the story of a far-reaching, communal experience impossible for 
human imagination to grasp.  We are told that people representing the world’s great 
languages and cultures are all gathered in one place.  And in the rush of the wind, 
divided tongues rested upon each and everyone in that place.  ALL were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages as the Spirit gave them ability.  
Why would this not be a bewildering experience?  NOTHING like this had ever 
happened before…   Languages unknown and incomprehensible to the variety of 
hearers in this Pentecost experience became sources of understanding and unity.  As 
the Divine pours out the Spirit upon the vast and different peoples of the earth, each 
is given a gift to offer the world, prophesy, visions, and dreams.  Not one person is 
left out, excluded from the experience of power in the Holy Spirit.   All are gathered 
in their diversity yet one in the Spirit!  This is the antithesis of the story of Babel.  
This marks the end to division, disruption, dis-inheritance.    
 
 My friends, today you and I are called to put aside everything that would 
divide us and come to one, profound and miraculous moment of universal 
understanding that is only possible when we say yes to the movement of the Spirit 
in our midst, right here, right now.  Today, nothing divides us unless you or I 
intentionally make it so.  The gift of the Pentecost experience was then and remains 
for us now, one in which many and diverse peoples should in their diversity seek the 
Spirit’s gift of understanding and mutuality.   The gift of the Pentecost experience in 
the text from the Acts of the Apostles is that even the blessing that is diversity brings 
with it the power to respect and understand one another.   It is the gift of peace that 
truly passes all human understanding.   It is the gift you and I receive this day, if we 
choose to embrace it as truth and live into its power to heal, restore, and reconcile 
with one another and all creation.   
 



 This text from Luke-Acts offers powerful testimony-  as this gift of 
understanding did not diminish the diversity of that universal gathering.   People did 
not cease to be Medes, Parthians, Elamites or Persions.  They were not reduced to 
the poorer sum total of people having lost their particularity and their difference.  
No, in this Pentecost experience not one person became less than what they were, 
they became more of what their Creator invited them to become.  Each person 
gathered in that place, and I dare say, in this sanctuary today, is invited to hear and 
to believe that God is alive and active in the world, a force and a power for abundant 
life and understanding meant for all, including the creation.  In this Pentecost text 
we are not divided Pittsburgh from Paris, San Antonio, TX from Somerville, MA, 
Berlin from Bandera, London from Lubbock.   The care and feeding of all God’s 
people and all God’s creation is the divine vision of the Kingdom we are given to 
serve and protect in Jesus’ name.  This text reminds us, no…  this text commands us 
to follow in the way of Jesus.  The movement of Jesus commands us to seek 
understanding, reconciliation, peace and justice as the divinely given gift of the Holy 
Spirit.   This is not negotiable if we are to be faithful to the way of Jesus.  This is the 
very way we fulfill the commandment to love our neighbors as ourselves.  It is the 
universal call to the Body of Christ, the Church, now needed more than ever before-   
our faith demands not only prayer and discernment but also, action on behalf of 
God’s shalom for all people and creation.  We are not less than we are called to be 
when we serve others in Jesus’ name, we become more of who we have been created 
to be, made in the image and likeness of our Creator God.   This is the powerful 
Pentecostal vision of the text from the Acts of the Apostles.  And it is one we must 
not overlook, ignore, or deny.   It is a universal vision of God’s shalom and our 
responsibility as follower’s of the Way of Jesus to participate in its fulfillment.  Are 
you willing to receive such Pentecostal passion?   
 
 Imagine if you will, that above each and every head right now, you see a 
tongue of fire coming to rest.  In this moment of wind and fire, we are filled with the 
Holy Spirit as those first Pentecostal followers…  Filled with the Holy Spirit we begin 
to speak in such a way as to understand, respect, embrace and love across all 
diversity and difference-  no barriers, resentments, assumptions or suspicions 
remain.  As if blown by the rush of the wind and by the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
seeds of the good news take hold in our hearts, and with that sacred wind at our 
backs, we know ourselves to be inspired to set the world on fire with God’s love, 
God’s peace, God’s justice.    
 
 And this Pentecostal experience is as intimate as the one described in John’s 
gospel as he offers a portrait of the Holy Spirit very different from the Acts of the 
Apostles.  No less powerful, no less truthful.  In contrast to the excitement and the 
verbosity of Luke’s Pentecost, John’s is quiet, intimate, and personal much like the 
nature of the Holy Spirit in the Gospel of John.    
 
 You see, that’s the gift of Holy Scripture…  diversity of life experience finds its 
way into these biblical texts.  Wherever you are in your life right now, matters to 
God.  Perhaps now, in this very moment, you are not in a place to receive the Holy 



Spirit and march out of your comfort zone.  Perhaps you need comfort, reassurance, 
healing and strength that only the Holy Spirit can give.   
 
 As one commentator noted, there is a critical translation issue in verse 22 of 
John’s text before us.  Whereas most translations say, “Jesus breathed on them”, the 
verb used here, “emphysao” should rightly be translated, “Jesus breathed into them.”   
It is the same verb used in the Greek in Genesis 2:7, “Then the Lord God formed 
adam from the dust of the ground, and breathed into the nostrils the breath of life; 
and adam became a living being.”  It is also the same verb used in the Ezekiel text, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy mortal and say to the breath, “Thus says the Lord 
God…   breathe upon these bones that they may live.”  This text from the Gospel of 
John is a resurrection experience of re-creation, of new birth, of abundant life, of 
restoration and wholeness as personal and intimate as possible to experience.   
 
 The very juxtaposition of these texts invites us to be honest about exactly 
where we are as a beloved child of God.   The gift of this Pentecostal experience for 
you may well be found in John’s gospel today.  If so, I invite you to dwell in that place 
of intimacy, healing, comfort, and re-creation.  Take a long, deep, breath in…  and 
know that God breathes into you, God’s own Spirit.   Breathe out your fear.  Know 
that even in a place of broken-heartedness and grief, God breathes with you, in 
every inhalation, in every exhalation, in every beat of your heart.  The Holy Spirit 
abides with you, alongside you, wherever you find yourself, whatever you long to 
receive.   Only now, with the security of the Holy Spirit are the disciples sent forth.  
Comforted, strengthened and empowered they are sent to be Christ’s hands and 
heart in the world. 
 
 Today, my friends, whether we feel our hearts set afire to proclaim the Way 
of Jesus in this violent, self-serving, hurting world; whether we feel overwhelmed by 
loss of one kind or another; even whether you sit here wondering why you even 
bothered to come, the Holy Spirit is at work within us, before us, and through us, 
each and all.    
 
 And as we celebrate the accomplishments of our high school graduates, 
Walden Booker, Aidan Connelly, Caroline Matteson, Natalie Steed, and college 
graduate, Kevin Frei, we pray that this outpouring of the Holy Spirit may be 
experienced as intimately as the Spirit abiding within each of you, and as powerfully 
compelling to work for the justice, freedom and peace for all God’s people and 
creation.    
 
 Let us leave this sanctuary today knowing once again that we are gathered, 
all peoples together with the fire of Love in our flesh and our bone.  Believe it!  Feel 
it!  Trust it!  Be it!! 
 
Amen! 
 
  



  


