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That We May Be One 
A-Easter 7: Acts 1:6-14; John 17:1-11 

Robert Woody, 5/28/17 
 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence:  God made us all different, but despite our differences, God wants all of us, through the 

sharing of God’s Love, to be one just as Jesus and God are one. 
 

Children’s Sermon: 

Today we celebrate “Ascension Sunday.”  Anyone know what “Ascension Sunday” or even 

the word “ascension” means?  “Ascension” means “to rise up,” like when you climb up a 

mountain you “ascend” the mountain.  What major event in the life of Jesus are we 

celebrating today on “Ascension” Sunday?  We are celebrating when Jesus, who was fully 

human, after his resurrection, ascended up into Heaven to be with God and be fully divine, or 

Godly. 

One of the things we believe as Christians is that Jesus was and is both fully human and 

fully divine.  (Divine means God-like)  He lived on Earth in the form of a human being, and then 

ascended up to heaven to be and live in the form of a divine  being.   

But why didn’t Jesus just stay with us on Earth?  Wouldn’t it be easier to get to know Jesus 

and believe in him if he was right here with us?  We could see and touch him, and hear him 

talk.  We could really get to know him.  But there’s a problem.  When Jesus was here on Earth, 

was he in one place at a time?  Or was he in 20 places all at the same time?  When he was in 

the form of a human, he could only be at one place at a time.   

Here’s a globe, a picture of our round Earth.  OK, when Jesus was fully human on Earth, he 

hung out in what we now call Israel.  This little speck.  He never went beyond this dot.  The 

only people who knew Jesus and had a relationship with him were the ones lucky enough to 

live on this little spot.   

If Jesus were still in the form of a human being, he could only be at one spot on this globe 

at a time.  He could only visit one church on each Sunday.  There are now millions of Christians 

and hundreds of thousands of churches, all over the world, but Jesus, if he was still in the form 

of a human, could only visit one church or be in one town at a time.  Most of us would 

probably never get a chance to meet Jesus or have any kind of relationship with Jesus. 

 

But now that Jesus is in the form of a divine being, and has ascended to Heaven to be with 

God, and like God, he can be anywhere and everywhere and with every person who believes in 

him and reaches out to him.  Tonight, if we were all saying our prayers at the same time, Jesus 

could be with each of us, at the same time, in all our different houses.  And with Christians, at 

the same time, on the other side of the world. 
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That’s hard to get our heads around.  But it’s true.  It would be simpler if Jesus could be 

with us in the form of a human being.  We have to really stretch our minds and hearts and 

believe in mysterious things to connect with Jesus as a holy, divine, being.  But we can.  We all 

can. 

That’s what we are celebrating today:  that Jesus can be with all of us, anytime, if we open 

our hearts and reach out to him.  That’s why we celebrate the fact that Jesus, who was in the 

form of a human, ascended into heaven so he could be with us everywhere.   

 

Adult Sermon: 

Jesus talks to his disciples about a lot of things in his “final discourse,” which runs from 

chapter 13 to the end of chapter 18 of John (a pretty long sermon).  And he speaks at a very 

deep level with very metaphorical language, that is, for most of us, sometimes hard to get our 

heads around.   

But there are some common themes which come up repeatedly:  Jesus is One with God.  

God is in Jesus, and Jesus is in God.  That’s why Jesus is going back to be with God, so they can 

be One.  And a related theme is that God and Jesus are One, so that we may be One with 

them, and One with each other.   

Probably the most dominant or repeated theme in this long discourse is that Jesus wants 

his followers to be One with each other.  He repeats this over and over.  In the last verse of our 

reading, verse 11, Jesus says, “Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, 

so that they may be one, as we are one.”   And then in verse 20, “I ask not only on behalf of 

these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all 

be One.”  And then in verse 22-23, “The glory that you have given me I have given them, so 

that they may be One, as we are One, I in them and you in me, that they may become 

completely One. .” 

What does it mean to be One with God and One with each other?  It’s all about Love.   

At the very beginning of this final discourse Jesus says, “I give you a new commandment, 

that you love one another.   “Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By 

this everyone will know you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” (13:34-35)  

Later, in chapter 15, Jesus says, “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my 

love. . . .  This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  No one has 

greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  (15:9, 12-13)  In the last verse 

of Chapter 17, Jesus says to God, “I made your name known to them, and I will make it known, 

so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”  (17:26)   
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Ultimately, the “oneness” that God wants us to have with each other is all about love.  All 

of us loving God, and recognizing God’s love for us.  And all of us loving each other, so that we 

can be One with God and One each other. 

Ultimately, that’s why Jesus ascended to Heaven to be with God, so that they could be in all 

of us, so that we would all be filled with love, and so that we, together, as the Body of Christ 

could be One. 

 

How are we doing on that “Oneness”?  As the Universal Church?  As the Episcopal 

denomination?  As the Diocese of West Texas?  Even as the Church of Reconciliation?  Are we 

all “One”? 

God made us all different, with different personalities, different gifts, different short 

comings or disabilities, different life experiences, different educations, growing up in different 

political systems, and on and on.  So if God wants us to love each other so much that we can 

truly be “one,” why did God make us so different?   

Love is not about being on the same page on every issue.  Is the person you love most in 

the world just like you, or even mostly like you?  Probably not.  Why would a conservative, 

introverted, former Southern Baptist, Republican, like me fall in love with a liberal, Irish 

Catholic, extrovert, Democrat like Julie?   

Love is about being able to be One, despite all your radical differences.  Walking along side, 

helping, supporting, honoring, sacrificing for someone, even if you are different, in some ways 

radically different.  That’s not easy.  Love is not easy.  And yet love is at the heart of Life, and 

our relationships with God and our relationship with one another.   

Love is not about converting someone to your belief, so that you can agree on everything.  

But Love is about stretching each other, learning from each other, becoming a bigger person.  

Julie has stretched and blessed me in so many ways.  But we are still very different.  Rec has 

stretched and blessed me in so many ways.  And we are not yet all on the same page, and we 

will never be.   

Love enables us to be One, despite our differences.  And because we are One, we are able 

to grow and stretch each other, even though we will never be on exactly the same page.   

The church that is not One, in the midst of great diversity, is anemic, only a shadow of what 

Jesus wants us to be. 

The problem is that when we disagree with someone, we tend to separate ourselves, to 

criticize and argue, instead of listening and learning and being One.  Because we will never 

agree on everything, will we choose to separate?  Or will we choose to be One, to stay 

together, to listen to each other, to stretch and grow each other, and to be OK with the fact 

that we will never be the same? 
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Here’s a good example from my life experience and our life experience as Reconciliation, 

about being One in the midst of great differences.  You know I’ve always been a peacemaker, a 

reconciler.  A few years after I came to Rec, I ended up as chair of the Diocesan Reconciliation 

Commission, to help make our diocese one, even though we are not and never will be, all on 

the same page.  But soon after I came to Rec, I fell in love with our Gay and Lesbian members.  

For the first time, I truly got to know and made friends and deep relationships with people 

who were openly gay and lesbian.  And soon we decided that we needed to push and stretch 

our diocese to allow blessing of gay unions and eventually gay marriage.   

I could not have picked a more divisive issue to stand up for in our diocese.  And I was 

supposed to be leading peacemaking and reconciliation, not division.  So with God’s guidance, 

we realized we needed to be One, even if we disagreed on this hot button issue.  How can we 

be One?  We need to sit down together, and listen to each other.  So the Reconciliation 

Commission set up a series of Table Conversations, where we brought together Episcopalians 

from our diocese with very diverse views on homosexuality.  And we created an atmosphere 

where they could listen to each other, and accept each other, and even love each other, even 

if they didn’t agree on this issue.  We even did it at Diocesan Council.  And it worked.  

Ultimately, Bishop Lillibridge gave Rec permission to do same sex blessings, and then later gay 

marriages, even though the majority of the diocese strongly disagreed with us.  But we have 

stayed One.  Not perfectly, but with real intention.  No parish left the diocese. 

 

This is a critically important issue on what it means to be a Christian and what it means to 

be the Church.  That’s probably why Jesus gave a very long sermon, just before he ascended, 

to challenge his disciples, and to challenge the infant Church, despite their differences, to be 

One with God and with each other, and to emphasize the way to Oneness is love. 

This is the challenge for us today.  We will never be on the same page.  We will never agree 

on everything.  We will always have differences in our theology, in our reading and 

interpretation of Scripture and in our interpretation of how Jesus is calling us to love and be 

one with our neighbors.  But if we, even in the midst of our disagreements, can continue to 

love one another, and to be One as the Body of Christ, we will all be blessed, and those we 

seek to love and serve will be blessed.   Amen. 

 

 


