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The Way, the Truth, the Life 
A-Easter 5; John 14:1-14; 5/14/17 

Robert Woody 

 

Children’s Sermon: 

In our Gospel reading from John, Jesus says, “I am the Way, the Truth, the Life.  No one 

comes to the Father, except through me.”  Could someone explain that to me?   

What exactly did Jesus mean when he said, “I am the Way”?  What exactly did he mean 

when he said, “I am the Truth”?  What exactly did he mean when he said, “I am the Life”?   

His disciples, who had been following him around and listening to him teach and preach for 

3 years, didn’t understand him either.  Why didn’t Jesus explain things more specifically or 

more clearly?   

Our relationship with God our Creator, our Spiritual Mother and Father, is bigger than 

anything we will ever be able to get our heads around or understand completely.  I’ve been 

working on this for 64 years.  I spent 3 years in seminary studying the Bible and Christianity, 

and I’ve been a pastor for 18 years, and I still don’t fully understand exactly what Jesus meant 

when he said, “I am the Way, the Truth, the Life.”   

But, I know Jesus and God are real.  I do believe in God, and I believe Jesus has been my 

primary guide and inspiration for my whole life.  I know that through Jesus, I have a special 

relationship with God.  Even though I still can’t really define or describe exactly who are what 

God is. 

It’s very important that we all read and study the Bible, and we all go to classes and read 

books and listen to sermons so we can learn and know as much as we can about Jesus and 

about God.  But Jesus and God will always be bigger and deeper than our brains.  Like the 

disciples, Thomas and Philip, in our Gospel reading, we will never fully understand everything 

about Jesus and God.  That’s why we are called to have faith and trust in Jesus and in God, that 

they will guide us in our life Journey and show us the way to a good, beautiful, abundant life 

here in this world and for eternity. And that through the stories in Scripture, even if we never 

fully understand them, they will help guide us and help us find the way, the truth and the life. 

Does that make sense?  Good, could you explain that to your parents? 

 

Adult Sermon: 

I think our Gospel reading today is one of the most important readings in all of Scripture.  

Most scholars think that this is the very heart of the Gospel of John.  For me, I think it is 

critically important because it helps me understand, that we will never fully understand, at 

least in this world, exactly who Jesus is or who God is or who the Spirit is.   
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But, we can still fully “believe” in God and Jesus.  Believe that they are real.  We can “give 

ourselves to” Jesus and God, (the original meaning of “believe” that I preached about Easter 

Sunday), even if we can’t fully explain or understand everything about Jesus and God.  And we 

can read Scripture and hear stories, and digest them “metaphorically,” to help point us in the 

Way of Jesus and the Way of God. 

We all would like to have a clear understanding of exactly who Jesus is and who God is; and 

to know exactly what it means to “believe” in them and to be a Christian.  It would be so much 

easier if we could just “believe” in Jesus and interpret Scripture, literally.  But we can’t shrink 

Jesus or God down to a level that fits our brain.  And we will never be able to stretch our 

brains far enough, at least in this world, to fully capture Jesus or God. 

For me, a critically important piece of our Gospel reading, is the response of the disciples, 

Thomas and Phillip.  Our Gospel reading, according to John, is part of Jesus’ final words to his 

disciples.  They had been following him for 2 or 3 years, (depending on which Gospel you 

read).  They had heard him teach and preach, and seen his works of healing, and heard him 

talk about his death and resurrection many times.  Yet, in these final moments they still don’t 

understand what he is really trying to say in his departure speech.  Both Thomas and Philip 

want to hear what Jesus is saying, literally.  And when they listen to it literally, it doesn’t make 

sense.   

Jesus says, after he goes to “my Father’s house,” “‘I will come again and will take you to 

myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.  And you know the way to the place where I 

am going.’  Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going.  How can we 

know the way?’”  Thomas probably assumes “my Father’s house” is somewhere up there in 

the sky, or some special place on earth, and he needs real directions to get there.  But Jesus’ 

directions aren’t very helpful, if they are taken literally.  “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.  

No one comes to the Father except through me.”  What is the Way?  What is the Truth?  What 

is the Life?  What does it mean for us to go through Jesus?   

So Jesus explains what it means to “go through Jesus”:  “If you know me, you will know my 

Father also.  From now on you do know him and have seen him.”  Thomas is probably 

completely dumbfounded, so Philip jumps in: “Lord, show us the Father and we will be 

satisfied.”  Like Thomas, who wanted a literal experience of “my Father’s house,” Philip wants 

a literal experience of “seeing the Father.” 

Jesus seems to be shocked and deeply frustrated.  Here’s how I interpret Jesus’ response to 

Philip:   

“Really!   You still don’t know who I am!  You haven’t seen God’s Love flowing through me, 

to you and to all those we have served?  You can’t see that it is the God of Love who motivates 

all my Words and Actions?  If you can’t understand that I am in God and God is in me, just look 
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at all the love I have poured out.  If you truly ‘believe’ in me, (‘give yourself to me,’) you, and 

all who come after you, will do even greater acts of love than I have done.”   

Most of Jesus’ sayings, and especially in the Gospel of John, are metaphors that point us to 

God:  I am the “Light,” the “Shepherd,” the “Gate,” the “Way,” the “Truth,” the “Life,” etc.  

And because they are metaphors, we will not all hear them exactly the same way.  And that’s 

OK.  We will apply the metaphor, the “truth,” the “way,” the “life” that is being shared with us, 

to our own unique life journey. 

The early church leaders and the diverse members of the early church did not hear and 

experience God and Jesus in exactly the same way.  They had lots of disagreements.  Why?  

Because they were all looking through different lenses, different life experiences.  Some were 

Jews; some were Gentiles; some were slaves, etc.  And that’s OK.  That’s why Jesus spoke 

mostly through parables and metaphors, so everyone could hear and remember what he said, 

and apply his teaching to their own unique circumstances.   

Truth resonates with all situations, but it will be heard and experienced somewhat 

differently, depending on our own unique journey.  All Christians will never believe or 

experience Jesus and God in exactly the same way.  We will never read and understand 

Scripture in exactly the same way.  But we are all pursuing, we are all trying to “believe in” 

“give ourselves to” and follow the same Jesus and the same God.  And if we insist that we are 

right, and those progressives, or those evangelicals or those Catholics, or those Baptist are 

wrong, we will continue to be a deeply fractured and dysfunctional Body of Christ. 

We are Church of Reconciliation.  We don’t insist that everyone read and understand 

Scripture in exactly the same way.  If we focus too much attention on our differences, places 

where we disagree, we will not be a vital functioning Body of Christ.  We want to be able to 

share and talk about our differences, but primarily to draw us closer together as a diverse, but 

intimate family.  We don’t expect everyone to have the exact same theology about who God is 

and who Jesus is.  But we want to join together as we all strive to follow the Way, the Truth 

and the Life.  We want to reconcile the brokenness that has, in the past, kept us separated 

from one another.   

We don’t have to agree with everything our priest believes or all his or her interpretations 

of Scripture.  But we should listen for God’s voice in the midst of all that happens at church.  

And, we want to preach and teach and model the Way, the Truth, the Life that we have 

experienced and that has connected us with God and Jesus, and with one another.   

 

I want to stretch this conversation a little more.  One of the places where many Christians 

are struggling today is with interfaith relationships.  Can we respect and collaborate with our 

Jewish and Muslim and Buddhist and Hindu, brothers and sisters?  And the big issue is, since 
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they don’t “believe in Jesus,” are they going to hell?  And should we be trying to convert them 

instead of collaborating with them?   

If they don’t believe in Jesus, literally, are they going to Hell?  (whatever that is).  And even 

if they grew up in a world that had never heard of Jesus, “Too bad, God thinks you should go 

to Hell”?   

Or could it be that we are actually worshiping and following the same God?  And none of us 

are going to Hell just because of the version of religion that connects us with God, which was 

the only “way” in the world we grew up in?   

My thoughts on this have evolved a lot over the past 20 years, and especially during my 

time at Reconciliation.  I had never worked together with Jews and especially Muslims to serve 

our city and neighborhoods, until I came to Rec.  My biggest Epiphany was a few years ago 

when we collaborated with a group of Jewish and Muslim friends.  We came together to see a 

documentary about the Golden Rule, and how it is a foundational belief and practice in all 

major faith traditions.  We watched the documentary and had dinner together at a Catholic 

Church.  And then we went to a nearby mosque, and we had three short sermons, one 

Muslim, one Jewish, one Christian (which I gave), all focused on the Golden Rule – love God 

and love your neighbor – that is at the heart of each of our faith traditions.   

Now I know, we are all worshiping the same God.  And this same God is teaching us 

through the different traditions and different contexts, we grew up in, the same way of love 

that Jesus taught us, and modeled for us.  I don’t think this undermines at all who Jesus is for 

us. He is the Christ, the Messiah.  We just recognize that we are all worshiping and following 

the same God and the same Way of love that Jesus specifically taught and modeled for 

Christians. 

Here’s the real point I want to make talking about different faith traditions.  I know we as a 

faith community, are not, and never will be, all on the exact same page concerning the 

differences within Christianity or the differences and similarities with other faith traditions.  

But that’s OK.  “Do not let your hearts be troubled.”  We are still sisters and brothers in Christ, 

we are still fellow Reconcilers, and we all follow the same Jesus and the same God, who are for 

each of us, and for our faith community, the Way, the Truth, and the Life.   

That’s what matters most. Amen. 

 


