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Pursuing the Abundant Life Together, for Everyone 
A-Easter 4: Acts 2:42-47; Ps. 23; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10 

Robert Woody, 5/7/17 
 

Children’s Sermon: 

In our Gospel reading from John, Jesus compares his followers, the Church, to a flock of 

sheep, a big family – with lots of ewes (mothers), and rams (dads), and lambs (children).  And 

Jesus thinks of himself as the Shepherd of his sheep, which would be all of us.  What is a 

Shepherd’s job?  What is a Shepherd supposed to do for the sheep?  Guide them, protect 

them, lead them to food and water.   

Jesus summarizes what he thinks his job is as “Shepherd” of his followers, his sheep, at the 

end of our Gospel reading.  That’s when he says: “I came that they may have Life, and have it 

abundantly.”  Jesus wants all of his sheep to have an abundant life.  And his job is to help 

them, to lead them to abundant life.   

So what does that mean, when Jesus says he came so that you can have life, and have it 

abundantly?  What does the word abundant mean?  Is Jesus saying he came so that you could 

be rich and have a big house and lots of toys, fancy cars, lots of stuff?  I don’t think so.  I think 

what he meant was, he wants all of us to have a good and meaningful and fruitful life here on 

Earth, and also when we die, forever in heaven.   

What is it that makes our lives “good” and “meaningful” and “fruitful” or as Jesus says, 

“abundant”?  Yes, we all need the basics, food, clothing, a home.  But I think mostly he’s 

talking about love.  If we receive lots of love from our families, our friends, our neighbors, 

even strangers, it makes our lives truly abundant.   

And if we let God’s love flow through us to our families, our friends, our neighbors and 

even strangers, it not only helps make their lives more abundant, it also makes our lives even 

more abundant.  It’s not just about being loved; it’s also about being a lover. 

That’s what Jesus did.  He focused on loving everyone, friends, strangers, the sick, the 

foreigner, even when it was hard, even when he had to suffer and sacrifice.  And stretching 

and being willing to suffer to love someone made his life even more abundant. 

What could you do to stretch yourself, maybe even sacrifice a bit, to make someone else’s 

life, better, more abundant?  If you did that, you would be following the example and teaching 

of your Shepherd, Jesus, and it would make your own life more abundant.   Go for it. 
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Adult Sermon:  

“I came that you may have Life, and have it more abundantly.” 

 

Ultimately, I think, that’s why we are all here this morning.  So that we may have Life, and 

have it more abundantly.  And, as I shared with the kids, I think the Abundant Life is a Life filled 

and overflowing with Love.  Loving and being loved.   

Everything we do here is about loving and being loved.  Yesterday, we had a vestry retreat, 

and we began by sharing stories of what brought us to Rec initially and why did we stay.  And 

they were all stories about feeling loved, valued, accepted; and about becoming lovers, 

reconcilers, part of a family.   

Everything we do here is ultimately about bringing the Abundant Life, that Jesus wants for 

each of us, into each of our lives and into the lives of our neighbors. 

 

Well, as most of you know, we are about to jump into a new adventure as a faith 

community, hopefully that will help us bring about and nurture more Abundant Life for us and 

for our neighbors.  Actually two adventures, that are related to each other.  The first is the 

series of “House Meetings” we’ve been talking about the last few weeks, and which will be 

happening over the next two weeks.  And then in June, we will begin a similar adventure, 

which we are calling the “Listening Project.” This time we will be going out to meet with and 

listen to our neighbors around Reconciliation, to hear what their biggest challenges, concerns 

and passions are.  Again we are stretching ourselves to open up and truly listen to and get to 

know our neighbors.  

We are having a “Neighborhood Coalition” meeting here in Brown Hall on Wednesday night 

this week, and we’ve invited all the Apartment Managers and staff, and the Townhome, Condo 

and Neighborhood Association board members and officers, in the Serna Elementary 

catchment area, and also representatives from Serna, Garner middle school and St. Mary’s 

Hall.  The primary purpose of the meeting is to introduce them to this “Listening Project”.  We 

invite any Reconcilers who live in the neighborhood around Rec and Serna to come join us.   

So first, why are we doing these “House Meetings” with fellow Reconcilers?  Basically, to 

get to know each other on a deeper level.  To grow a deeper understanding of what the major 

issues and concerns and passions are among our faith community and to begin imagining ways 

we could help love and support one another.  Listening, empathizing, and imagining how we 

can support and nurture one another make all our lives more abundant. 

The personal stories we share will be kept confidential.  But we will take notes and gather 

the themes so that we can together discern what the most common or significant needs, 

issues and passions are among our faith community.  And, in a few weeks, we plan to share 
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what we learn from our faith community, in terms of themes and common issues, with other 

faith communities that we are collaborating with in our community organizing group.  

Together, this will help us identify the most dominant concerns and issues among all our faith 

communities, so that we can come together to focus on and try to address those issues on a 

larger scale.   

Like Jesus, we are trying to build connections and pathways so that our common love may 

flow together, and multiply, and truly make a difference.  

 

For the wider “Listening Project,” we will go out and listen to the needs and concerns and 

interests and passions of our neighbors, in the surrounding apartment complexes, condo and 

townhome units, and neighborhood associations.  We will focus on the apartments, condos, 

townhomes and neighborhood associations that are in the Serna Elementary School 

catchment area.  Again, personal stories will be kept confidential, but we will gather the 

themes and common issues, so that we have a much better understanding of what the most 

common issues are in our neighborhood.   

And we will use these themes to shape and guide our new neighborhood nonprofit, 

“Barrington Neighbors,” and to help us to better imagine how a potential community center 

on our campus could serve and address the real needs and passions of our neighbors.   

 

I am talking about these “House Meetings” and the “Neighborhood Listening Project” this 

morning, in part, because I hope you will get involved and join us in listening to and loving one 

another and our neighbors.  But that’s not the only reason.  I am talking about these projects 

this morning, because they seem to resonate deeply with the Scripture Readings we just 

heard, which are the assigned readings for this Sunday, the 4th Sunday of Easter. 

Jesus, our Shepherd, our Savior, came so that we may have Life, and have it Abundantly.  

Part of the Abundant Life is our hope for eternal salvation, eternity in Heaven.  But Jesus also 

poured out his life to make our time here on Earth more abundant.  He constantly traveled 

around loving and serving the needy, the sick, the underprivileged.  Jesus, and God, want us to 

have an Abundant Life, here and now, and forever.   

Truly listening to one another, our needs, concerns, passions in House Meetings, and 

listening to our neighbors, their needs, concerns, passions in the wider Listening Project are a 

first steps towards bringing about more Abundant Lives for our faith community and our 

neighbors.  Listening to one another is a central part of what it means to Love one another.  

These projects are all about Loving each other and our neighbors. 

The reading from 1st Peter also deeply resonates with these projects.  We are blessed, and 

we have God’s approval, when we stretch ourselves, even willing to “suffer” a little bit, to 



4 
 

work hard to love our neighbors.  “For to this you have been called, because Christ also 

suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you should follow in his steps.”  We should 

be willing to stretch ourselves, even suffer for the sake of helping and serving our fellow 

Reconcilers and our neighbors.  That’s what we are trying to do, to take the time and energy to 

go out and listen to one another, to come to a deeper understanding of what our issues and 

concerns and passions are, and to work hard, sweat, even sacrifice and suffer a bit to try to 

find ways to address these issues, needs, concerns, passions.   

And finally, the reading from Acts is probably the most vivid example in all of Scripture of 

what it means to be a real faith community that is deeply connected and that truly loves one 

another and loves their neighbors.  This is a faith community that is willing to stretch and even 

sacrifice or suffer in order to make everyone’s life more abundant: 

“Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 

apostles.  All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their 

possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need.  Day by day, as they 

spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 

glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.” 

This example of the early church was not about simply coming together once a week to 

worship together.  They were about building deep, intimate relationships, listening to one 

another, sharing and sacrificing their time and resources, and in the process, making each 

other’s lives more abundant.  

 

It would be easier to simply skip the “House Meetings” and not get involved in the 

“Listening Project” among our diverse neighbors.  But Jesus doesn’t call us to the “Easy Life.”   

Jesus calls us to the “Abundant Life,” which is usually not easy.  It requires intentional 

effort and sacrifice, and stretching to truly get to know each other and our neighbors.   

I know this will not work for everyone.  But I hope if you are able, even if it requires some 

sacrifice and stretching, that you will join us for the “House Meetings”; (you can sign up today 

in Brown Hall) and that you will try to find a way to get involved with our “Listening Project” 

this summer.  I think you will be blessed, and in the process, you will become a blessing to 

others.   

Your lives will be more abundant. Amen. 


