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A Very Different Kind of King and Kingdom 
A-Palm Sunday; Matthew 21:1-11; Isaiah 50:4-9a 

Robert Woody 
 

Sermon-in-a Sentence:  We have to be willing to undergo great suffering and sacrifice if we are going to 

truly follow Jesus as our King and strive for the Kingdom of God 
 

Children’s Sermon – before Procession: 

Would you rather have someone tell you about a great basketball or football game, or 

actually go see it or watch it on TV?  Why?  Would you rather have someone tell you about a 

great movie, or actually go watch it?  Why?  Would you rather go to the beach or have 

someone just describe how beautiful the beach is and how much fun the waves are?  We can 

describe things, events, movies, places, etc., but it’s not the same as actually seeing it in 

person, actually experiencing it.   

Jesus had been talking to his disciples and followers a lot about who he was and what the 

Kingdom of God was about, but they weren’t fully understanding it.  They thought Jesus was 

eventually really going to be a real King, who had all the power and wealth and sat on a throne 

and ruled over all the people.  The disciples even argued about who would get to sit next to 

him on the throne and be his powerful assistants.   

Jesus tried to get them to understand he was a very different kind of King and his Kingdom 

was a very different kind of Kingdom, but they weren’t getting it.  So, Jesus decided to show 

them by example what he really was about.    

In those days when kings came to a city, especially after they had won a war or done 

something powerful, they would enter the city with a big parade.  The king would ride a big 

horse or be in big chariot pulled by 1 or 2 big horses, and they would wear fancy robes and 

have a golden crown on their head.  And the generals and the rich and the powerful would join 

them in the parade, or stand along the road.  And it would usually end with a big party. 

So Jesus, since he was a king, decided to have his own a parade as he entered Jerusalem.  

But he had a very different plan.  What did he ride?  A donkey.  Why a donkey?  Who were the 

people who surrounded him, and waved the palm branches and followed along behind him?  It 

was farmers and fisherman and shepherds and maids and servants and slaves.  People who 

had been healed by Jesus of mental illness or serious physical ailments.  Yes, there were also 

some rich people who realized that this odd prophet Jesus was special.  There were many 

people whose lives had been deeply changed. 

But instead of just talking about this Jesus’ parade, Let’s act it out!  Let’s do it!  Let’s try to 

imitate Jesus’ parade, and then we can talk about it some more, and maybe understand it 

better. 
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Children’s Sermon – after Procession: 

What was the best part of the parade?  What did you learn or experience from the parade?  

Why do you think Jesus created such an odd parade?  With donkey’s instead of big powerful 

horses or chariots?  What do you think he was trying to say to his followers? 

I think he was saying, “I’m not your normal king.”  “And the Kingdom of God is not like 

normal kingdoms.”  “I’m not about power and wealth like most kings.  I’m about Love and 

kindness.  I don’t want to just hang out with the wealthy and powerful.  I love everyone.  I 

want everyone to be included in my kingdom.  Women and men, children and adults, slaves, 

the poor, the homeless.  No one should be left out just because they are different. 

He had been talking about all this for a long time.  But Jesus realized he needed to show 

them what he meant.  So, as a king, he did a parade.  But a very different kind of parade. 

 

Jesus is our King, but he’s a very different kind of king.  We are all welcomed to be part of 

the Kingdom of God, but it’s a very different kind of Kingdom.  It’s not about power, success 

and wealth, the way we normally think about Kings; it’s about love, kindness and sacrifice. 

 

Adult Sermon: 

Truthfully, it’s a lot easier to preach to the kids.  They are in an exploratory, a discovery 

phase of their lives.  They are open to many possibilities, many different directions.  We, as 

adults, are different.  Most of us are on a pretty defined journey.  Sometimes we hit a rough 

patch and veer a bit one way or another, but for the most part, we stay on the same basic path 

for long stretches.  We’ve chosen our priorities.  We’ve already made decisions that have 

shaped our lives, and set us on a path.  Kids can switch from being an athlete to an artist 

almost overnight.  From the path of becoming a scientist to becoming a teacher.  But for us to 

make a significant change in our life direction is very challenging and very difficult.   

To recognize and acknowledge that we need to make a significant change in our life 

journey is also very difficult.   Yes, it’s pretty easy to reassure ourselves that we are doing fine; 

we’re on the right track.  But to open our eyes to a different world, a different direction, a 

whole different set of priorities, that’s tough.  We need to be jolted or slapped in the face.   

(metaphorically)! 

That was one of the great challenges Jesus faced.  His disciples and followers had come a 

long way.  But they still weren’t there yet.  They still had a long way to go.   They still expected 

a future where Jesus, their King, sat on the throne and they sat beside him with great power 

and prestige.  They could not get their heads around the idea that he would be crucified, even 

though he had told them over and over.  What kind of king gets crucified?   
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He was teaching them what it looked like to love their neighbors, but they still didn’t fully 

understand how important this was, and what level of sacrifice it might require. 

One way of thinking about this Holy Week journey, described in Scripture, and all the 

events that unfold is Jesus graphically demonstrating who he is and what his Life journey is 

about; and in the process, also revealing how far his disciples and followers still need to go to 

truly be Jesus followers. 

Maybe that is the purpose of our Holy Week journey?  Maybe it’s not about simply 

celebrating all that Jesus did for us.  Maybe it’s about allowing ourselves to be challenged, 

awakened to the reality of sometimes, how shallow our faith really is.  How often we are 

guided and controlled by fear, or greed, or routines, instead of love.    

In the course of Jesus’ Holy Week journey, everyone who was part of the parade, who 

waved the palm branches and shouted out, “Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is the one 

who comes in the name of the Lord!   Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  Everyone, everyone, 

except his mother Mary and a couple of women disciples, at some point, because of fear, 

abandoned Jesus. 

One of the 12 disciples, Judas, even betrays Jesus. The other 11, out of fear, run away when 

he’s arrested.  Peter, who does follow at a distance, when confronted, denies even knowing 

Jesus, 3 times!  Pilate can’t see any reason that Jesus should be crucified, but he fears the 

crowds, so he hands him over.  The wealthy followers like Joseph of Arimathea, kept their 

heads down, avoid letting anyone know they were followers of Jesus, until he was dead. 

The only ones who did not completely abandon Jesus were his mother Mary and two other 

women disciples.  Everyone else lets fear win. 

I challenge each of you to walk this Holy Week journey with your fellow Reconcilers and 

sister parishes and see it as a challenge or a way to examine your own life journey and try to 

see the places where perhaps fear or status or possessions have overcome your faith in your 

own life journey.   

As you listen to the stories of Tenebrae, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday, pay attention 

to where Jesus’ followers peel off, choose to follow fear, abandon their King.  Ponder where 

fear, in your own life journey, has narrowed your faith, diverted your love.  What would it look 

like in your unique life journey for Love to overcome Fear?   

If you can’t attend every service, the bulletins and readings will be on our Holy Week 

website, which is linked to our parish website.  You can read the stories, say the prayers, 

reflect on the journey.  Ask yourself, when and where has fear or greed overcome my faith? 

 

Or you can just skip all of Holy Week, and come celebrate Easter all dressed up, and assume 

everything’s just fine.  Yeah Jesus! 


