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Don’t Listen to Isaiah or the Jesus of Matthew! 
A-Eph. 5; Is. 58:1-12; Matt. 5:13-20 

Robert Woody, 2/5/17 

Children’s Sermon (salt shaker & flashlight): 

Did you know you are the salt of the earth?  And all of them out there also?  Did you know you are the 

light of the world?  And all of them?  We, together as the faith community of Reconciliation are, according to 

Jesus, called to be salt and light for world around us?  What does that mean to be salt?  What does it mean to 

be light?   

Who likes salt?  Who prefers sugar? Why does Jesus want us to be salt instead of sugar?  What does salt 

do?  Seasons, preserves meat & veges, makes icy streets safe .   

Who likes light?  What does light do?  Is the purpose of a light is just to have something pretty to look at?  

Are they just decorations?  No, light enables us to do all the things we need and want to do to be happy and 

healthy.  What if we did not have any lights?  What if we did not have a sun to give us daylight?  Light makes 

life easier and better.  It enables us to do so many things we could not do without it.  Light makes plants grow.  

Without light, we would be in the dark, groping around, falling over ourselves.  We need light.  Everyone 

needs light. 

So when Jesus says, we as followers of Jesus, as Christians, should be like “salt” and “light”, what does he 

mean?  We should use our gifts and skills and passions not just for us, but to bless the world, to bless our 

neighbors, and especially those in need or struggling or lonely.  Jesus also says, sometimes we lose our 

saltiness.  What does that mean?  And sometimes we cover up our light with a basket?  What does that mean? 

So what would it look like for you to be “salt” and ‘light” for the world?  Are you willing to be salty?  And to 

be a source for the light of God to flow out on others? 

 

Adult Sermon: 

One of the most difficult things about being a rector or pastor of a Church is how to deal with controversial 

issues, especially those related to politics.  There has never been a time in my life, or at least in my time as a 

priest, when there has been such political turmoil in our country, and in our world.  If a political candidate or 

political leader abuses and denigrates women, or stirs up hate toward Muslims, or Immigrants or the LGBTQ 

community, what are we as Christians, as supposed followers of Jesus, and the radical prophets like Isaiah, 

what are we supposed to do?  Keep our heads down?  Mouths shut?  Try to ignore it? 

If we as clergy do address these issues at all, even indirectly, there will be reactions.  Some will be totally 

on board; and some will be challenged and upset.  Some may even walk out.  Some will see it as totally 

inappropriate to mention such issues in a church service, or a church context.  “Keep politics out of religion!”  

or “Keep religion out of politics!”  Addressing these “political” issues could cause some of our longtime, 

faithful members to get up and walk out and never come back.  It happened here at Rec when we openly 

addressed the issue of accepting the 1st gay bishop in the Episcopal Church.  And if we address the difficult 

issues boiling over all around us now, it could happen again.  That would be a most painful loss, (and it could 

become a huge problem for our budget). 

And on the other hand, many of our adult children and grandchildren are not attending churches because 

we want to ignore and not talk about and address these issues.  To them we are becoming more and more 

irrelevant. 
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What does our Holy Scripture say about whether we should address these difficult issues?  (By the way, I 

did not pick these readings.  These are the assigned readings from our 3 year Lectionary cycle)   

What would Isaiah say to us about this issue?  What would he say if he were present with us today in these 

times of increasing fear, hate and division in our country and in our world.  Would he tell us, “Just go to 

church, say your prayers, make your confessions, take communion.  But don’t say anything about political 

issues of growing poverty and an increasing divide between the wealthy and the poor.  Don’t say anything 

about whether we should welcome and help people who are running away from countries where their 

families are being abused and slaughtered.  Don’t stand up and support people of other faith traditions, like 

Muslims or Buddhist.  Don’t say anything about women’s rights.  Don’t mention discrimination and hate 

against the LGBTQ community.” 

Or would Isaiah say to me and other clergy struggling to know what to say or do, exactly what God said to 

him: 

“Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  Announce to my people their 

rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.” 

 

Would he say, “You are mostly “serving your own interests,” even though you regularly worship and 
say your prayers and confession, recite the Nicene Creed, and read your Bibles, and even some of you 
fast.” 
 

I’m afraid Isaiah would say the same thing to us that he said to the people of Israel, who were trying to 

keep their heads down, “This is what it really means to Love God and Love your Neighbor, to follow the Jesus 

Way:” 

“to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to 

break every yoke.  Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into 

your house; when you see the naked, to cover them . . .” 

 

How can we ever “Loose the bonds of injustice” if we as Christians, who claim to be Jesus followers, can’t 

even talk to each other about the brokenness in our world and all the controversies, and how to address 

them?  How can we “let the oppressed go free” if we can’t talk about the New Jim Crow, or mass 

incarceration, or immigration detention centers, or the burning down of a mosque in our diocese?  How can 

we come together to address these issues if we can’t even talk about them in Church? 

But if we do address these issues; if we are willing to take on these difficult and controversial issues, 

according to Isaiah:   

 

“Then (our) light shall break forth like the dawn, and (our) healing shall spring up quickly; 

(our) vindicator shall go before (us), the glory of the LORD shall be (our) rear guard.  Then (we) 

shall call, and the LORD will answer; (we) shall cry for help, and (God) will say, Here I am.  

 . . . . .  “if (we) offer (our) food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then (our) 

light shall rise in the darkness and (our) gloom be like the noonday.” 

 

It’s not just those we reach out to help who will be blessed.  According to Isaiah, we will be blessed 
 

“The LORD will guide (us) continually, and satisfy (our) needs in parched places, and make 

(our) bones strong; and (we) shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose 

waters never fail.”  
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And Isaiah suggests that even the Church will be restored; we will become more relevant to younger 
generations and others who now see us as impotent. 

 

“(Our) ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

(we) shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.”  

 

I can tell you one thing for sure.  Isaiah would never get elected Suffragan Bishop in our diocese.  I am 

nowhere near as radical as Isaiah, but I was much more transparent and challenging than any of my peers at 

the Discernment Forums last weekend.  And I’m pretty sure I stepped on way too many toes to get elected. 

 

Thankfully, the Jesus of the “modern church” is much softer, much less radical than Isaiah.  He knows how 

to please the crowds and especially the elite and the religious leaders.  He never talks about difficult, 

controversial, or political issues.  He doesn’t want to do anything that would disrupt worship in the Temple or 

in the synagogues, or anger the religious leaders like the Pharisees, scribes and priests.  All our modern day 

Jesus asks his followers to do is to say our prayers, worship regularly, do our confessions, and “believe” in 

Jesus.  He doesn’t want his followers to be radical activist on social justice issues and get arrested, maybe even 

executed.  He would never try to stir up radical activism to try to change things for the poor, the immigrants, 

the afflicted. 

But our “modern” Jesus doesn’t sound like the radical “Jesus of Matthew’s Gospel”: 

 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.  

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.  

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely 

on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were before you." 

 

That’s the Jesus of Matthew’s Gospel, from last week’s reading, the first part of the Sermon on the Mount.  

He’s a radical.  He thinks we should be standing up and addressing these issues of injustice, even if we get 

pushback, maybe even arrested.  And his radical sermon continues in today’s Gospel reading.  The Jesus of 

Matthew’s Gospel thinks God wants to Love and pursue social justice through us!  We are to stand up and be 

the “salt” and be the “light” that changes the world.  Salt and Light do not exist for themselves, nor do 

disciples of Jesus.  Our life is turned outward towards the world to serve the world.  And if we lose our 

“saltiness;” if we hide our “light,” then we are missing the point, we are “no longer good for anything.”   

Religion that is purely or mostly personal and private totally misses the point, according to the Jesus of 

Matthew’s Gospel.   

Did Jesus come to abolish or sanitize the radical craziness of Isaiah and other prophets?  Not according to 

the Jesus of Matthew’s Gospel:   

“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to 

fulfill.  For unless your righteousness, (your saltiness, the light of God flowing through you and shining on 

others) exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of God.” 
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If we truly follow the radicalized Jesus of Matthew; if we listen and follow the radicalized prophets like Isaiah, 

our lives and our lives together, as a faith community are going to be messy.  We will have to talk openly, and 

listen closely to each other about difficult political issues.  We will have to talk openly and listen to each other, 

and imagine what it would look like to truly love our Muslim neighbors or immigrant or homeless neighbors.  If 

we openly talk about these issues, we will have to work hard to stay reconciled with one another.   

And if our saltiness grows, we will have an even stronger impact on others, especially those who are 

suffering.  If we let the light of God grow in us and shine through us, we will be noticed . . . . and sometimes 

criticized by others. 

 

Reconciliation has always been a place where God’s salt and light are happening.  We have welcomed and 

built relationships with those who have been ignored or ostracized by the Church and others.  But we are 

entering into a new world, a more complicated and divided world.  A world where fear and hate and division 

are defining our relationships more than love and mercy, peacemaking and reconciliation.   

And we are being challenged by Isaiah, and the radical Jesus of Matthew’s Gospel, to get even saltier, to 

shine even more of God’s light on the world around us.   

And if we do, according to Isaiah, our bones will be strengthened, we will feel like a beautiful watered 

garden.  Our ancient ruins, our aging church, will be rebuilt.  We will be known as “repairers of the breach,” 

“restorers of the streets we live in,”  

We will be known as true “Reconcilers.” 

 

Amen 

 


