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In the Name of Jesus, the Christ, Our Lord 
Christmas I, Holy Name: Luke 2:15-21; Philippians 2:1-11, 1/1/2017 

Robert Woody 

 

Children’s Sermon: 

Today, January 1st, is a special day on our liturgical calendar.  We call it “Holy Name Day”.  Whose “Holy 

Name” are we celebrating?  Jesus.  Do you know what the name “Jesus” means?  It’s the Greek translation of 

the Hebrew name “Joshua,” who was the leader of Israel after Moses.  Know what the name “Joshua” means 

in Hebrew: “Yahweh saves.”  Who is “Yahweh”?  Yahweh is the Jewish name for God.  So Jesus’ name means, 

if you go back to the original name:  “God Saves.”   That’s a Holy Name! 

What other names do we have for Jesus?  Christ.  Where did he get that name?  Christ is the Greek 

translation of the Hebrew word “Messiah.”    What does “Messiah” mean?  “Messiah” means “anointed,” 

which means someone set apart for a special purpose, like a priest or king.  The people of Israel were told that 

someday there would be a “Messiah,” a descendent of King David, who would be anointed by God to be there 

leader and savior.   

So Jesus had two names when he lived on Earth – “Jesus” and “Messiah” or “the Christ.”  When Jesus was 

growing up he was just called “Jesus.”  But when he began to be a leader of a major religious movement, 

people began to ask if Jesus was the long awaited “Messiah” or “Christ.”   

So after his death and resurrection, his followers, which became the new Church, called him “Jesus the 

Christ” or “Jesus Christ”.  And because they were his followers, they called themselves what?  “Christians.” 

So both names are very important.  We use “Jesus” to refer to him as a child and as he was growing up and 

as he was teaching his disciples and followers how to live and how to love and serve one another.  Jesus shows 

us how we should live our lives.  And we use “Christ” to refer to Jesus when people began to realize he was 

sent from God and after he sacrificed his life, was crucified on the cross and was resurrected by God.  That’s 

when we knew Jesus was the one who had been promised long before to come and be the “Messiah”, the 

anointed one, to save the people from evil and sin. 

There is one other name we use for Jesus.  What is it?  “Lord.”  We call Jesus Christ, our “Lord”.  What does 

that mean?  “Lord” was originally a title for a King or supreme leader.  The people of Israel began to call their 

God “Lord” because they were not comfortable saying God’s real name, “Yahweh.”  They considered God to 

be their King or Supreme Leader, so they called him “Lord.” 

So what do we mean when we call Jesus Christ “Our Lord”?  We are basically saying Jesus is our King, our 

Ruler, our Supreme Boss.  We respect and treat Jesus as the most important person in our Life, and we are 

going to follow his way.  When you call Jesus your “Lord,” it means that you believe that Jesus really is the 

“Christ”, the one sent from God to save us; and it means you are going to follow his way and devout your life 

to him. 

That’s what we celebrate today on Holy Name Day.  That Jesus is “God saves.”  That Jesus is the “Christ,” 

the Messiah, the anointed one, who was sent to show us the way to the Abundant Life, now and for eternity.  

And That Jesus is our “Lord.”  We chose to follow his way and devote our lives to Jesus’ way.   

Jesus, the Christ, Our Lord.  What a Holy Name! 

We are doing a baptism today of two young boys, and we will baptism them in the name of Jesus, the 

Christ, Our Lord, and their parents and God parents and we as their church family will all promise to teach 

them to love and follow Jesus as their Christ and their Lord. 
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Adult Sermon: 

I love our reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.  I think it is one of the best descriptions of who 

Jesus really is and what our relationship with Jesus is really about. 

“Therefore (Pauls says) God also has highly exalted him, and gave him the name that is above every name, 

so that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bow in heaven and on earth, and every tongue should 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

But why has God exalted Jesus?  Why should every knee bow down and every tongue confess his name? 

What justifies God’s exaltation of Jesus?  Paul says, that Jesus, though he was in the form of God, emptied 

himself.  He humbled himself.  He did nothing out of selfish ambition or conceit.  In humility, he regarded or 

treated others better than himself.  He did not focus on his own interests, but the interests of others.  In his 

human life, he poured himself out in love.  According to Paul, Jesus did not cling to the reality that he was “in 

the form of God,” and therefore above all humanity.  He emptied himself of ego so that he could love his 

family, his friends, his disciples, his followers, all his neighbors and especially the least and the neediest. 

Paul challenges those in the church at Philippi, and all us who claim to be or want to be Jesus followers to 

“let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”  Like Jesus, we are to Focus on love.  Love God.  Love 

your neighbor.  Empty yourself of ego and self-centeredness.  Do not act out of selfish ambition, but in 

humility focus on the interests and needs of others.  Imitate Jesus. 

According to Paul, it’s not enough to simply believe in the Holy Name of Jesus, the Christ.  It’s not enough 

to bow down at the altar;  to say his name with reverence.  If you want to truly “exalt” his name, “let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ,” and live a life of humility and love.  When we do this, then Jesus, the Christ, 

truly becomes our Lord. 

That’s why our Baptismal Covenant, which we will all renew in a few minutes, is not just about believing in 

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit.  It’s also about continuing in the apostles’, including 

Paul’s, teaching and fellowship.  It’s about resisting evil, and repenting when we fail.  It’s about proclaiming 

the Good news about Jesus.  And it’s about serving all persons, loving our neighbors as ourselves, and striving 

for justice and peace among all people, and respecting the dignity of every human being, including those very 

different from us.  

And we are not just going to promise that we will do all these things to follow the Way of Jesus, we will 

also promise to do all in our power to help Tyler and Nathan, the two boys we are about to baptize, and all 

that we baptize into our family to do the same.  So, let us today and every day, exalt the Holy Name of Jesus, 

the Christ, our Lord through believing and with “the same mind” as Jesus, loving with humility.  Amen. 


