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Be Prepared? 
A-Advent 1; Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 24:36-44; 11/27/16 

Robert Woody 
 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence:  Jesus challenges us to “Be Prepared” for the “end times” or “Second Coming”, 
not by trying to discern when or how it will happen or who will be involved, but rather by staying 
faithful and focused on living out God’s love and mercy and serving the Kingdom, here and now. 

 
Children’s Sermon: 

Today we start the season of Advent, which is all about “Being Prepared”.  What does it mean 
to “Be Prepared”?  Let’s say you are driving to Dallas or Houston to be with family for Thanksgiving, 
and suddenly one of your tires has a blow out, suddenly goes flat.  If you were “prepared,” what 
would you have with you?  A spare tire, a jack to jack up the car so you can take the flat tire off, and 
a wrench to take off the flat tire, and it would be good if you’ve had some experience in changing 
tires.  If you had all that, you would be prepared.  You would be able to solve the problem and still 
make it to Thanksgiving with your family.  What if you weren’t prepared?  You would probably miss 
Thanksgiving dinner. 

We should always be prepared, especially when we go on a big adventure.  In this new season of 
Advent, we prepare, get ready to celebrate two very important events.  Know what they are?  First 
we prepare to celebrate Christmas – Jesus’ birth.  We prepare to celebrate God sending Jesus into 
the world to love us and teach us and sacrifice his life for us, and show us the way to live out the 
Kingdom of God, here and now and forever.  How do we prepare for Christmas?  Trees, gifts, 
decoration, etc.  But more importantly, reading and remembering the stories of Jesus’ birth, and 
gathering with our family and friends to celebrate the birth of our Lord. 

The second thing we prepare for in the season of Advent is the “2nd Coming.”  What’s that?  
Jesus talks about a time when he will come back to Earth in some mysterious way, and welcome all 
those who are prepared, to join him in the Kingdom of God, forever.  Here’s the most important 
question:  How do we prepare for the 2nd Coming?   

First, we need to make a decision to follow Jesus, and make him our Lord and be a Christian.   
But there is something else Jesus says is very important to “Be Prepared.” Do we spend all our time 
studying everything Jesus said about the 2nd Coming and trying to figure out exactly when it will 
happen?  If we do all that, are we prepared?  Not really.  Jesus told lots of stories that gave examples 
of what it means to “be prepared.”  He says “Keep following my example.  Love God and love your 
neighbor.  If you are truly doing that, you will be prepared.  But if you ignore your friends or family 
members, or even a stranger when they are suffering, if you ignore ways that some people are being 
treated unfairly just because they are different.  If you are not actively working hard to love your 
neighbors, all of them, even if you claim to love God, you won’t be prepared.  You may miss out on 
the second coming.” 

What can you do today, to help prepare you for Jesus’ 2nd Coming, even though we don’t know 
when or exactly how it’s going to happen?   Love your brother and sister and neighbor.  Actively.  
Don’t just focus on what you want.  Focus on loving and serving others.  If you choose to make Jesus 
your Lord, and you follow his example of loving God and loving  your neighbor, you will be 
prepared.  
 
Adult Sermon:  

The season of Advent is not just about preparing to celebrate Jesus 1st Coming.  It’s also about 
preparing for the 2nd Coming.  That unexpected moment, when we are called to account for how 
we have lived our lives.   Are you ready?  Are you prepared?   
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That’s what chapters 23, 24 & 25 of Matthew are all about.  This whole section of Matthew 
answers two basic questions about the 2nd Coming of Jesus.  First, what do we NOT know about the 
2nd Coming?  And Second, What do we know?  Our reading this morning, from the 2nd half of 
chapter 24,  addresses what we don’t know.  It begins, “But about that day and hour no one 
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.”  We simply don’t know when 
this 2nd Coming will happen.  Period.  Jesus says he doesn’t even know.   

We also don’t know exactly what is going to happen.  Matthew, who composed his gospel 
approximately 50 years after Jesus’ death and resurrection, has gathered bits and pieces passed 
down from various sources of what people remembered about Jesus’ teachings about the 2nd 
Coming.  So we have this stew of metaphors about great signs and omens and portents of birth 
pangs and wars and desolating sacrileges, and flashes of lighting and vultures, and the sun and 
moon darkening and stars falling.  This 2nd Coming seems to be about something crazy, unexpected, 
totally disruptive that is going to happen, but we don’t know when or exactly how.   

Jesus says in the Gospel of Matthew, that want-to-be followers who focus their attention on 
discerning and predicting when Jesus will return and what exactly is going to happen are wasting 
their time, and ours.  Jesus says, “Keep awake . . . you must be ready.”  

And, Jesus tell us how to be prepared.  It doesn’t mean simply regular church attendance.  
(although that’s good.)  No one was more faithful in showing up at the Temple than the Pharisees, 
and Jesus says “that’s good, but you’re missing the main point.”  It doesn’t even mean generous 
stewardship.  The Pharisees all tithed, gave a tenth of their income.  They even gave a tenth of all the 
mint & dill and everything else they grew in their gardens.  It’s good to tithe.  (I would say in the 
midst of stewardship season, “It’s great!”)  But that still isn’t the key to being prepared.   

So Matthew gathers, in the end of Chapter 24 and in Chapter 25, starting immediately after 
today’s reading, four stories Jesus told that answer one of the most important questions we will 
ever ask:  “What does it really mean to be prepared for Jesus’s 2nd Coming, whenever it occurs, and 
however it happens?”   

First, at the end of Chapter 24, Jesus tells the story of the faithful and wise servant, who was put 
in charge of taking care of the master’s other servants in the household while the master went 
away.  When the master returns unexpectedly, he finds the wise servant faithfully carrying on the 
work his master had given him to do.  The faithful servant’s reward is to be put in charge of all the 
master’s household and possessions.  In contrast, the wicked servant, who was also put in charge of 
caring for the household and the other servants,  assumes his master won’t be back anytime soon. 
So he begins to neglect and abuse and exploit those he was commissioned to care for.  And he 
begins to use the master’s resources for his own selfish enjoyment.  When the master returns 
unexpectedly, the wicked and selfish servant is caught unprepared, and cast out. 

Next, Jesus tells the story of the 10 bridesmaids, carrying lamps and waiting for the groom to 
arrive.  5 of the bridesmaids were wise because they brought extra oil.  And 5 were foolish because 
they didn’t, and as a result, they failed to do their job, and they missed the wedding celebration 
completely, because when the groom returned, they were unprepared, they had gone out 
searching for more oil.   

And then, Jesus tells the familiar parable of another master, who, before he goes away on a 
journey, entrusts three of his servants with varying amounts of “talents” – large sums of money to 
invest while the master is away.  When the master returns, two of the servants have – by taking 
reasonable risks and making wise investments – doubled the master’s money.  But the third was 
afraid to take the risk of investing the talent that had been entrusted to him. So he buried it.  To the 
two who had taken the risk of investing what had been entrusted to them, and had grown the 
master’s resources, the master says, “Well done, come be my partner and share in my joy.”  But the 
master calls the one, who out of fear, buried his talent, “lazy” and “wicked.”  And that servant is cast 
out of the master’s household.  
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Part of being prepared is having the courage to stretch and grow in living out God’s love and 
pursuing the Kingdom.  These three stories reveal that “to be ready,” “to be prepared for the Lord’s 
return,” isn’t just about believing the right things about the master, and it is not just a defensive 
move to save our skins from some apocalyptic terror.  Rather, “to be ready,” “to be prepared” for the 
2nd Coming means to become and remain diligently engaged in the mission God has given us.  And to 
not get distracted by our fears or our own selfish desires.   

Jesus tells one last story, at the end of Chapter 25 about being prepared.  When the Son of Man 
returns, he will sit as a king on his throne to judge all the people of the world.  And the king will 
separate those who are prepared for judgment from those who are not prepared, like a shepherd 
separates sheep from goats.  And we are shocked to learn that in this metaphor of the final 
judgment, being ready is not about being baptized, or believing the right things or simply professing 
Christ as Lord.  They all call him Lord, the sheep and the goats.  They all think they are prepared, 
they have the ticket to inherit the Kingdom.  But only the sheep are welcomed by the King and 
called blessed by the Father.  Why?   

Because in feeding the hungry of the world, they had fed their Lord.  By giving the thirsty 
something to drink, they had quenched their Lord’s thirst.  By welcoming the stranger, clothing the 
naked, caring for the sick and visiting those in prison, they had touched and ministered to their 
Lord, as they had partnered in the Lord’s work.  Loving their neighbors, doing justice, having mercy, 
generously sharing their time and resources, connected them intimately with their Lord, and 
molded and shaped and prepared them for their Lord’s return.   

And the goats, having failed to truly love their neighbors, they also had failed to touch and to 
love and to be connected with their Lord or to partner in God’s work.   

 
If Jesus returned, if the 2nd Coming happened tomorrow or next week, will we be prepared?  Will 

Jesus see us, in this very difficult and confusing time, as the sheep, or the goats?   
 
This is the most challenging and difficult Advent season I think I’ve ever walked through.  What 

does it look like for me, as a Christian, as an Episcopal priest, as rector of a parish, as a candidate for 
Suffragan Bishop, as a follower of Jesus, to “be prepared” for the 2nd Coming, in the divisive context 
we are now living in, in our country?  What does reconciliation truly look like in this context?   

Am I to do all in my power to hold together our faith community and hold together the Church 
and try to avoid talking about difficult things that will probably bring conflict and disagreement?  
Even if it means ignoring many of my most oppressed neighbors?   

Or am I to stand up for the oppressed, and do all in my power to stay connected with them, even 
if it causes great conflict and disagreement in my parish and the Church?  Or is there some road in 
between these polar opposites?  

In this difficult time, I don’t know exactly what it looks like to “be prepared”.  I suspect some of 
you are also struggling with how to respond to this difficult time.  What does it look like to “be 
prepared”?   

 
But despite all the confusion and controversy, I do trust God to show me, to show us the way, if 

we are willing to listen closely.  Amen. 
 


