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A Journey of Faith and Endurance 
C-28, Isaiah 65:17-25; Luke 21:5-19, 11/13/16 

Robert Woody 
 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence: Jesus makes it clear that following his Way is never easy; and, knowing that God is with us, and 

will be with us to the end, it requires faith and endurance and a willingness to suffer. 
 

Children’s Sermon: 

What’s a prophet?  Someone closely connected with God, who God speaks through to his people.  In our 

Old Testament reading this morning, the prophet Isaiah talks about a time that is coming where we will have 

“a new heaven” and a “new earth.”  We will not be crying on the streets.  Our babies will not die.  All our old 

people will live to be over 100.  People who build houses will get to live in them, and those who grow food on 

our farms and gardens will get to eat it.  Our children will not suffer hardships.  There will be peace.  Even the 

wolf and the lamb and the loin and the cow will eat together, and they will be friends.   

When will this come?  How will it happen?  Isaiah made this prediction ~2,600 years ago, and it hasn’t 

happened, yet.  Is everybody living to be 100?  Is nobody crying?  Does everyone have enough food?  

Whatever Isaiah was predicting hasn’t happened yet. 

 

I think Jesus is talking about the something similar in our Gospel reading.  He’s talking about what we call 

“the end times,” when “God’s Kingdom” will be fully present for all of us, and everyone will eventually have 

peace, joy and hope.  But Jesus says, “Don’t focus on or worry about when that will come or how it will 

happen.  “Focus on making love happen now, doing good now; end suffering, loving each other and your 

neighbor; sharing the Good News of the Kingdom; following my Way, now.   

And Jesus says, doing good now is never easy.  We should all love and be kind to our brothers and sisters 

and friends.  We should make friends with those who come from very different backgrounds; make friends 

with a Muslim classmate.  Make friends with people from different countries or races.  Try to include everyone 

we can in our circle of friends.  That’s what Jesus wants us to do.   

But he also says, “it’s not going to be easy.”  Some people are going to say you are crazy, or you are taking 

risks that could come back to bite you.  Some of your classmates will say, “That kid from another country is not 

like us.  He can’t be our friend!”  Some will say, “Send them away.  They don’t belong here!” 

It’s never easy to follow Jesus’ commandments and example.  It would be easier to just sit around and 

dream about the “end times” when everything will be OK.  But that’s not what Jesus wants us to focus on.  He 

wants us to love all our neighbors, but that’s not easy.  It takes courage and endurance.   

You know what courage is, but what’s endurance?  Endurance is what it takes to run a marathon, a long 26 

mile race.  How do you build up physical endurance?  Practice.  Stretch.  Exercise regularly.  How do you build 

up love endurance?   Practice, exercise, stretch.  The more you practice loving, the more you stretch to love 

those who aren’t always easy to love, the better we become at loving our neighbor, the more “love 

endurance” you will have.   

Jesus also says, he will always be with us, to help and encourage us.  And when we love others with 

endurance, we will experience the love and joy of God, even though it’s not easy.   

Can you be brave and strong and follow Jesus’ example to love everyone with endurance, even when you 

face resistance?  If you do, you will be closer to Jesus and closer to the Kingdom of God. 
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Adult Sermon: 

Somehow I’ve managed to avoid preaching on this Gospel reading for all 17 years of my ministry.  Even 

though in the 3 year cycle, it’s come up 6 times.  It’s intimidating. For me, both the reading from the prophet 

Isaiah and Jesus’ conversation with his disciples in the Temple are extremely challenging and hard to 

understand.  Jesus is clearly talking about the end times, and he gets even more explicit in the verses that 

follow our reading.  He talks about things like “‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory.” 

(v. 27)    

 

Growing up as a Southern Baptist, I heard lots of sermons about the “end times,” and what we should do 

to get ready, and predictions of when it might happen.  I really struggled to understand and get my head 

around these very literal interpretations of the things Jesus and the prophets said about the “end times.”  So 

much so that as a teenager, I started having lots of questions and doubts.  So finally, I went to talk to my 

pastor, and I talked openly about my doubts.  His response was – I need to accept Jesus as my savior again and 

be re-baptized, ASAP.  He thought, because of my doubts and questions, I was going to hell.   

For those who attended our 1st class about my sabbatical adventures, you may remember that on my way 

to my silent retreat in New Mexico, at the beginning of my sabbatical, I actually stopped by some of the 

houses I grew up in in West Texas, and my old Baptist church in Abilene, and I took a picture of the font where 

I was re-baptized.  I wanted to begin my sabbatical discernment process, by going back and remembering the 

long and windy road of my faith journey.    

When my questions and doubts came back again, within a few months after my second baptism, I knew I 

had to keep them inside.  I could not talk about them with my fellow Baptists, and definitely not my pastor.   

So for years, I held them inside.  Eventually, when I discovered the Episcopal Church in NYC in my early 30’s, 

and I learned to read Scripture more metaphorically, instead of literally, and realized I was in a place where it 

was OK to ask questions and discuss doubts, I felt a great sense of relief and peace with God. 

 

Clearly, there is going to be some kind of “end times.”  There will be a time when the “Kingdom of God” is 

fulfilled, when we will be connected to God and to Christ in a much deeper and closer way.  But we don’t 

know when that will happen and what it will look like.  That’s why Isaiah speaks in metaphors: “The wolf and 

the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent-- its food shall be dust!  They 

shall not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain, says the LORD.”  (Is. 65:25) 

Jesus says there will be “wars and insurrections”, “nation will rise up against nation,” “Kingdom against 

kingdom,” there will be “great earthquakes,” “famines and plagues,” and “dreadful portents and great signs 

from heaven.”  (Luke 21:9-11)  Is he talking literally or metaphorically?  I don’t know for sure, but I think it’s 

mostly metaphorical.   

But Jesus does get more specific about how to respond now, to all this future talk.  He says, “beware that 

you are not lead astray” (v. 8) by all this talk about “end times.”   Don’t focus all your attention on what’s 

coming sometime way out in the future.  Focus on doing your mission, here and now.  Spread the Good News.   

Create community.  Oppose injustice.  Work for peace.  Make a place for the excluded.  

 Now, if you do these things like Jesus, you will face huge resistance.  You will be criticized.  You may even 

get arrested.   You may be brought before judges.  But Jesus says, “Don’t panic!  I will be with you.  I will give 

you the wisdom you need and the words to speak to those who are resisting my Way.  You will be hated by 
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some because you are following my Way.  They will put some of you to death; . . . but not a hair of your head 

will perish.”  (vv. 16, 18)   [rub my bald head]  That’s got to be metaphorically!    

You, like Martin Luther King, may be put to death for seeking justice, but not a hair on your head will 

perish?  What does that mean?  Maybe in God’s eyes, we will always be beautiful!  Even after we physically 

die. 

 

The last line is, for me, the key to this whole passage.  “By your endurance, you will gain your souls” (v. 

19).  Again, “gain your souls” is a metaphor, but we know it means, in some sense, that we will be, in the end, 

with God, in the Kingdom of Heaven, we will have our “final reward.”  It will all be worth it.   

But how do we get there?   Endurance.   “By your endurance, you will gain your souls.”  If we follow the 

Jesus Way, we will hit resistance.  We will be critiqued.  We will be condemned, maybe even arrested, abused.  

But we are called to endurance, to be resilient, despite the resistance.   

What is it that enabled the great saints of the Church to have the impact they did, and make change 

happen?  Endurance.  Dorothy Day.  Martin Luther King.  Mother Theresa.  Artemisa Bowden.  When they hit 

resistance, they would not give up.  Endurance is what enabled them to change the world around them. 

How do we get endurance?  Practice.  Exercise our spiritual muscles.  Stretch our hearts.  Keep going.  

[Maybe occasionally take a sabbatical or vacation.]   

 

We, who are striving and stretching ourselves to love all our neighbors, are entering a very challenging and 

scary time in our nation and in our world.  We don’t know what sorts of resistance we will face, as we try to 

love and connect with our Muslim brothers and sisters or with immigrants and immigrant families.  Last 

Thursday night we had a very interesting “Delegates Assembly” for our San Antonio Sponsoring Committee.  

That’s the community organizing nonprofit some of us have been working with that’s trying to put together a 

true diversity of churches and nonprofits to work together and organize our communities to bring about 

needed change in our neighborhoods and city and county.  We had three different Muslim groups 

represented.  And we met at Temple Beth-El, hosted by our Jewish friends.  We had at least 4 predominately 

Black churches represented.   We had Catholics, Evangelicals, Progressives, Conservatives.  As we were leaving, 

I had a chance to speak to a young Muslim man who works with a nonprofit focused on educating Muslim 

children.  He was very anxious about their future in America.  He was not the only one anxious at the meeting.   

But there was also a new energy for reconciliation among those present.  And that’s what I felt as I visited 

with the young Muslim.  Now is the time, more than ever, that we need to build relationships, focus on peace 

and reconciliation with our neighbors, especially those who are different. 

 

Following Jesus’ Way of reaching out to the suffering, loving our neighbors, building communities is never 

going to be easy.  We will face resistance, in our own hearts and heads and all around us.  But if we follow his 

Way, with endurance Jesus will be with us.  Jesus will guide us on our journey to the Kingdom of God.  And He 

will be with us at the end, when each of us finally enter into God’s Kingdom.   Amen 

 


