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The Wise “Z” Move 

C-26, Luke 19:1-10, Isaiah 1:10-18, 10/30/16 

Robert Woody 

Sermon-in-a-sentence: Jesus calls us to follow the wisdom of our heart and do whatever it 

takes, no matter how foolish it seems to the wisdom of the head, to get to the place where we 

can really see who Jesus is and hear and respond to what he is saying about living in the 

Kingdom of God, which usually means making a radical shift in how we relate to $, power, 
prestige and success. 

  
Children’s Sermon  

I’ve loved this story about Zacchaeus since I was a kid, probably because I was always an big tree climber.   
[startled look]  I’m sorry, I have to do something really important!  [Run, vault over the altar rail, run up the 
spiral stairs, grab a pair of binoculars from under my robe and start desperately looking for Jesus.]  “I heard 
Jesus may show up here this morning, and I don’t want to miss him!”  [walk back to kids] 

That probably looked pretty ridiculous, right?  But I felt this urge in my heart, and I just had to do it.  I call 
that a “Z move.”  Pretty cool, huh?   No!  Did it look a little foolish?   

Is it foolish to do something that draws us closer to Jesus or God?  What’s the difference between 
foolishness and wisdom?  Who helps you decide in a certain situation what’s wise and what’s foolish?  
Sometimes your parents or friends.  But on the most important things?  God 

Do you know why I call it my “Z move”?  I named it after Zacchaeus from the story I just read.  You 
remember Zacchaeus.  The chief tax collector; successful, wealthy, but looked down upon by the people for 
working with the Roman rulers, who were cheating the people out of their money.  What a strange sight it 
must have been to see someone of such wealth and power suddenly running down the street and shinnying 
up a big sycamore tree ahead of the crowd.     

Why would he do something so foolish?  So stupid?  Something about what the people were saying about 
Jesus touched his heart and made him curious.  Something in his heart said, “I’ve just got to see who this Jesus 
really is.  I’ll do whatever it takes to see him better.  Even if it makes me look foolish to others.”   

See, Zacchaeus was listening to what I call, “the wisdom of our heart,” which is very different from the 
“wisdom of our head,” which asks things like, “What will people think?”  “Will this make me more or less 
popular?”  “Will it affect my business, my lifestyle, my bank account?”  “How much will it cost me?” 

Sometimes “wisdom of the head” is helpful in making good decisions, but sometimes it is too concerned 
about what others think, about whether a decision will make us more popular or more successful, or more 
wealthy, or more safe.  “Wisdom of the heart” listens to our true inner longings and desires; the ones God put 
in our hearts on purpose when he creates us.   

What wants or desires does God put in our hearts?  To have a good healthy family, to have good friends, to 
do something with our life that makes the world better for others, to have a true connection with God and 
Jesus.   

Jesus and the Spirit of God speak to both our head and our hearts, but most of the time we hear them best 
in our heart.  And sometimes the “wisdom of our heart,” hearing the voice of Jesus or the Spirit of God, tells us 
to do something that seems foolish, especially to others, but it is exactly what we need to do to get the things 
our hearts really want and need.  Sometimes our heart calls us to make a crazy “Z move,” like Zacchaeus. 

What happened to Zacchaeus when he followed the wisdom of his heart and made his “Z move”?  He got 
his heart’s desire.  He met Jesus face to face, and Jesus was able to look into his heart and he say, “Zacchaeus, 
you can come down now, because today I want to stay in your house.”  That was the happiest, most joyful day 
in Zacchaeus’ life.   
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But Jesus’ disciples and the crowd complained and grumbled.  Why?  Because they thought the things that 
keep people separated from Jesus are all our past mistakes, and Zacchaeus had made plenty of them.  To the 
people, he was a really bad sinner.  But that is not true.  The things that really keeps us separated from Jesus 
are not our past mistakes; because they can be forgiven in a second.  What separates us from Jesus is whether 
or not we are willing to make a “Z move” right now, today.  What opens or closes the door to a closer 
relationship with Jesus is what we are willing to do today, now, to respond to Jesus’ call, regardless of what we 
have done in the past.   

Zacchaeus was ready.  He said, “I will sell ½ of my possessions and give the money to the poor, and the 
ones I’ve cheated as a tax collector, I will give them 4x what I took improperly.  If I cheated them out of $100;  
I’ll give them $400!”   

The weird thing about “Z moves” is that they are almost always connected to some kind of significant 
change in how we deal with our money, or our popularity, or our status.  So how did Jesus respond to 
Zacchaeus’ “Z move”?  He said “Today, salvation has come to your house.”  And he said, “Zacchaeus, you are a 
true son of Abraham.”  What does that mean?  It means that Zacchaeus had been reconciled with God, 
reconnected with God. He was back in God’s family.  

Sometime in our life, maybe several times, deep in our heart, we are going to hear Jesus calling us.  
[Whisper]  “Ellen, this is it, make the Z move.”  “Steve, ‘Z move’ time buddy.”  Your head will probably be 
saying, “Don’t do anything foolish!”  “Don’t embarrass yourself!”  But when you hear that call in your heart to 
seek out and follow Jesus in a radical way, remember Zacchaeus and how foolish he seemed to some, but also 
remember how happy he was when he followed the longing in his heart and ran to be with Jesus. 

 
“Heart Wisdom” is a lot more important than “head wisdom,” when it comes to making  the most 

important decisions in our lives. 
 
Adult Sermon 

So what did you think of my “Z move”?  Luke tells the story of Zacchaeus as the flip side to the story of the 
rich young ruler that appears earlier in Luke and also in Matthew and Mark’s Gospels.  In Luke’s version, he is 
“a certain ruler,” a person of authority and power, who also feels an urge in his heart to go to Jesus.  He is a 
good, sincere and devout man, regular church goer, who comes to Jesus and says, “Good Teacher, what must I 
do to inherit eternal life?”  Jesus says, “You know the commandments.  You shall not murder, commit 
adultery, steal, bear false witness, and honor your mother and father.”   

“Teacher, I’ve kept all these since my youth.”   
Jesus looks at this bright, young man, full of potential.  And Jesus sees his fine clothes and jewelry.  He 

looks deep into this hungry, seeking, but still empty heart, and he sees the familiar chains and shackles, the 
same ones he sees over and over again in the hearts of so many of us.    

“There is one thing lacking,” Jesus says.  “Sell all that you own and give the money to the poor, and you will 
have that treasure in heaven that you yearn for.  Then you will truly be able to follow me.”   

And we know what happened.  The wisdom of the head kicked in.  “This makes no sense.”  “What about 
my wife and family?”  “What about my business?”  “What about my hopes for retirement?”  “What will my 
family and friends think of me?”  And as he turned and walked away, his heart broke.  He went away grieving, 
because he was owned by his possessions.  He could not break free.  He could not make the radical “Z move” 
to follow Jesus. 

 
The “Z move” to most, is utter foolishness.  Running helter skelter, climbing trees like a kid!  Doing 

whatever it takes to get to a place where we can really see who Jesus is and what the Kingdom is about.  
Where we can respond to his call to come down because “Today, right now, I want to come into your house.”  
The rub is that “Z move” always involves a radical shift in how we value, relate to and use money, power and 
prestige.  When Zacchaeus reached out to grab a hold of Jesus, he let go of what had been his driving force -- 
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money.  Even as the people were grumbling about Jesus’ whole-hearted acceptance of this crooked, greedy, 
tax collector, Zacchaeus broke free of those familiar chains.  “I will give 1/2 of my possessions to the poor.  
And if I have cheated anyone, I will make restitution and give them 4X’s what I took.”  Zacchaeus’ heart ached 
with joy to the point of overflowing. 

To most people, the “Z move” it is utter foolishness.  Yet in the wisdom of our hearts, we know that this is 
exactly the right thing to do.  Most of us, at some point in our lives have made a “Z move.”  I’ve told you about 
my most radical “Z move”.  I was not a chief tax collector for the IRS, but I was a Wall Street lawyer – pretty 
close.  I ran away and vaulted across the Delaware River, and climbed up a Catskill Mountain because in the 
wisdom of my heart I knew that in the beautiful mountains, as opposed to Wall Street, I would see and hear 
Jesus better.  That “Z move” started me down a path of being downwardly mobile . . . and infinitely happier;  it 
led me to Julie, who made a similar Z move, also walking away from Wall Street.  It eventually led both of us to 
seminary, and ultimately to become a part of you, Reconciliation. 

My “Z move” and most “Z moves” are deeply connected with our attitude about money.  Our ability to 
walk away from a 6 figure Wall Street income and the potential for 7 figure income, to make a radical “Z 
move,” and to continue the journey it started us on was somehow fundamentally connected to our 
relationship with money.  The “Z move” seems to always hinge around money and what it represents in our 
lives.  Whether we have a lot of it or a little.  Do we own it, or does the money own us?   

I have always tried to tithe, to give approximately 10% of my income to the church and other ministries.  
Julie and I have tried to do that together for the past 29 years.  Some years are more challenging than others, 
like a few years ago when we were paying college tuition, it was tougher to make a 10% contribution.  But I 
think tithing, regularly giving a significant percentage of our income, is simply a tool for preparing us, keeping 
our hearts open, to break free, to make our “Z move.” 

 
Have you ever made a “Z move”?  Could God be calling you right now to do something as crazy as 

Zacchaeus?  Are you listening for “head wisdom” or “heart wisdom”?  Are money, possessions, privilege 
holding you back?   

May we all have the courage to climb a tree, look for Jesus, and listen to his call.   
 
Amen. 


