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Financial Support of Our Spiritual Home, 
Church of Reconciliation 

 

Stewardship and Generosity:  
Essential aspects of the life of our Faith Community. 

 

Each of us has an opportunity to experience a generous heart as we make our financial 
contributions to our faith community, our spiritual home, which so enriches our lives.  

Reconciliation is solely responsible for funding Reconciliation’s own programs and day-to 
day operations.  At Reconciliation, that means we rely on our members and newcomers to 
underwrite our financing goal of about $669,795 for 2017. 

Below we answer some common questions asked about money at Reconciliation -- in 
terms of our needs and uses in order to provide a guide to generous giving. If you are new 
to Reconciliation, you probably have some questions about what financial expectations 
Reconciliation has for you. 

Once a year in mid to late autumn we conduct our annual pledge drive with all members 
and newcomers.  (By “members” we mean not only those who have formally joined 
Reconciliation, but also all those who have begun to attend regularly and are becoming 
part of the Reconciliation “family.”)  We invite all members and all newcomers, who are 
experiencing Reconciliation as your new spiritual home, to make a pledge.   

Hold on there. I’ve only been attending services at Reconciliation for a short time 
and already you are asking me for money? 
We ask all who participate in our services or programs, members and newcomers, to join 
us in financial support of Reconciliation.  As a newcomer, we hope you have begun to 
experience Reconciliation as your new spiritual home, and we invite you to join the rest of 
the family in supporting our worship and ministries.   

Why should I pledge if I put money in the collection plate whenever I come to 
church? 
To provide ongoing programs, we need to have predictable revenue. Our expenses for 
salaries, utilities, maintenance, etc., continue regardless of attendance. We cannot budget 
adequately based on fluctuating collection plate contributions.  Currently about 85% of our 
revenue comes from pledge contributions.  The other 15% comes from bequests, 
endowment income, rental of our facilities, and other sources.  As a new member of the 
family, we ask you to give your fair share to support Reconciliation.  A pledge is your 
promise to pay a specific amount to Reconciliation during the coming year, 2017. 
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How do I pay a pledge? 
Most members and newcomers contribute once each month, either by setting up an 
automatic payment through their bank, or by placing their check in the plate on Sunday.  
Some contribute a lump sum to cover the entire year.  Some take advantage of mileage or 
other incentive programs by charging their pledge payments to a credit card, using Pay 
Pal.  Our Financial Officer, Susan Stanley, can help you if you have questions about these 
options.    

I have never pledged to a church before and don’t know how much is appropriate. 
Can you explain this to me? 
At Reconciliation we do not require a fixed pledge. However, when asked what an 
appropriate pledge would be, we use a rule of thumb of between 2% and 10% of your 
household income. The average annual pledge for 2016 was $4,343 and 2016’s median 
pledge, which means one half of all pledges were above this figure and one half were below 
this figure, was approximately $3,000.  Since some of our members are either early or late 
in their earning careers, they contribute less.  And others, who can contribute more, do so. 
One purpose of a spiritual community is for all of us to help those in more limited 
circumstances.  While you may not be able to jump in at any given suggested amount of or 
percent of your income, most of us can reach middle levels over time. 

What if my financial circumstances change during the year and I can’t keep up with 
my pledge? 
Should a change occur in your financial status and you are unable to meet your pledge, it is 
possible to adjust your pledge during the year. We care about your situation, and will work 
with people who are having financial needs which affect their pledge. 

Is there a minimum pledge? 
There is no minimum pledge or donation. 

What are the goals of this pledge drive? 
Our first goal is to receive a total amount of pledges equal to our proposed 2017 Budget of 
$669,795.   Our second goal is to receive a pledge from every active member or family, 
including newcomers.  We have approximately 315 active members and 180 potential 
pledge units (families or individual members).  So our second goal is to receive 180 
pledges. 
 
Why are we so focused on receiving pledges from newer and younger members 
who will not be able to pledge a large amount? 
First, it is important as a Spiritual Family that everyone participates in supporting our 
Spiritual Home.  Also, we are facing the problem of many of our larger donors aging out.   
In 2016, 30% of our pledges, or 36 pledges, were $5,000 or more and provided 62% of our 
total budget.   Of those 36 pledges 75%, or 27 pledges, were from people 60 years or older.  
We believe it is important to invite and challenge our newer and younger members to 
begin to participate in the financial support of Reconciliation, so that in the future, as their 
incomes probably increase, they will be able to help fill the gaps when our older members 
pass on.   
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What will my pledge dollars go toward?  
Our budget’s goal for 2017 is $669,795, which means it costs about $2,126 per individual 
member or $3,721 per pledge unit to keep Reconciliation’s doors open.  Here is a 
“Narrative Budget” pie chart that shows what percentage of your pledge will go to each of 
the various activities and ministries of Reconciliation.  

 
 
Here’s how the costs break down per member based on 315 active members: 
 

 $744  Worship     35% 
 $340  Community Life    16% 
 $319  Diocesan Apportionment  15% 
 $277  Christian Education   13% 
 $255  Outreach to our Neighbors  12%  
 $106  Interfaith/Diocesan Activities      5% 
 $  85  Pastoral Care       4% 
        $2,126                          100% 
 
I am ready to pledge. What now? 

 You will receive a pledge card in the mail to fill out and put in an offering plate during  a service 
or you may  

 You can also pick up a pledge card from the church office or sanctuary entrances or download 
one from our website, fill it out, and either put it in an offering plate, mail it to the church office 
or hand deliver it to the office 

 

If you have any further questions, please call our church office.  We are open 9 to 5 
pm, Tuesday through Friday.  (210) 655-2731 


