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Prayer, Faith, Action 
C-24 – Luke 18:1-8; Genesis 32:22-31  

 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence: Persistent, meaningful prayer stirs our faith and brings us to a place of action as we 

pursue and follow God’s call to compassion and justice for the “widow, the orphan, the stranger.” 
 

Children’s Sermon: 

Our Gospel reading this morning begins with this, “Jesus told (his followers) a (story) about their need 

to pray always and not to (give up on their prayers).”  Why does God and Jesus want all of us to pray 

regularly, often, daily?  Is it because God doesn’t know what the problems are in our world and God needs 

us to tell God who is sick or needy?  Is it because God knows the problems but forgets and needs us to 

remind God?  Is it because God chooses not to help a needy person until a lot of Christians line up to pray 

for the person in need?   

God is a lot bigger and smarter than I am,  and I will never fully understand how God works, but here’s 

what I think happens when we pray to God.  If we pray often and faithfully, if we remember to pray for 

those who are suffering, our faith, our relationship with God, our love and compassion, our willingness to 

follow God’s Way is stirred up.  So much so that we begin to take action, to do what we can to show love 

and compassion for those we are praying for.  God actually begins to work through us and all the others 

who are also praying and feeling similar love and compassion for the person in need that we have been 

praying for.   

So, imagine that you had a good friend who hurt her foot really bad and was having to stay home from 

school for a long time, and was really lonely.  Would you say a prayer for her?   And if you were praying for 

her, do you think you might decide to ask you parents to take you over to see your friend to cheer her up.  

And maybe while you are there you could help your friend with her homework?  If you did this, when your 

friend comes back to school, how would it affect your relationship?  Would you be closer or further apart as 

friends?   

So your prayer motivated you to take action.  And your action, helped comfort your friend and helped 

her get through her difficult time and it strengthened your friendship. 

Sometimes God does do miracles.  But more often, I think God wants to work through us.  When we 

pray often and express our compassion and love for others, God can begin to work through us and send us 

out to make love and compassion happen.  In the story Jesus told, the widow didn’t just say her prayers 

daily asking for justice.  She got up and went to the judge who had the power to change things and over 

and over demanded justice.  And the judge, who had no love or compassion, finally granted her justice 

because of her persistent and faithful action.   

Prayer is not just about us asking God to do something for us or someone else.  Prayer is what keeps us 

connected with God and God’s love and compassion for others, and prayer stirs up our own faith, and 

inspires us to go out and be the change that is needed to bring justice and the good life to everyone. 

We call ourselves the Church of Reconciliation, the church that makes peace and reconnects people 

with God and reconnects broken lives and relationships.  We could all pray every day, all day for peace and 

reconciliation.  But if we never felt motivated to go out and actually do something to help make the 

reconciliation and peace we are praying for happen, would we make much of a difference in the world?  

Nope. 
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So pray often.  And when you pray open your hearts to God, so your faith can grow, and you can 

become part of God’s team, and be sent out to share God’s love, to help the needy, to make justice 

happen. 

 

Adult Sermon: 

Our Gospel reading today is very challenging.  We all know that prayer is at the root of our faith and our 

relationship with God.  But what is prayer, really?  What is the purpose of prayer?  Why do we, as Jesus 

says to his disciples in our Gospel reading, need to pray consistently and never quit?  If God is omnipotent 

and all-knowing, why do we need to tell God what the problems and needs are in our world?  If God is all 

Love and Compassion, if God loves justice, will God refuse to act until we say our prayers and tell God who 

is suffering and how they are suffering?  Is the purpose of our prayers to shape and mold and direct God’s 

actions?  Or is the purpose of our prayers to shape and mold our faith and to direct our actions?  Is prayer 

about God listening to us?  Or us listening to God? 

According to the Catechism in the Book of Common Prayer, p. 856, “Prayer is responding to God, by 

thought and by deeds, with or without words.” 

Notice in our Gospel parable, the widow does not simply pray fervently and consistently for justice.  She 

goes out and takes whatever action she can.  Her persistent action, probably inspired by her prayers, is 

what makes justice happen. 

 

In chapter 11 of Luke’s Gospel, the disciples ask Jesus to “teach us to pray,” and Jesus responds with the 

Lord’s Prayer.  And then Jesus continues: “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at midnight 

and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing 

to set before him.’  And he answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and 

my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.  I tell you, even though he will not 

get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and 

give him whatever he needs.  So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will find; 

knock, and the door will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches 

finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.”  (Luke 11:5-10)  

Yes, prayer is about praising God; it’s about laying before God our needs; it’s about asking for 

forgiveness.  And it is also about inspiring and motivating us to persistently Ask, Search, Knock – take 

action. 

 

In Chapter 20 of Luke, Jesus condemns the scribes, even though they say “long prayers” every day.  

“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love to be greeted with respect in the 

market-places, and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets. (Sounds like 

an Episcopal priest.)   They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They 

will receive the greater condemnation.”  (Luke 20:47-47) 

 

This has always been a challenge for the people of Israel, and for Christians throughout history, and for 

us today.  Too often we think our relationship with God is about formal worship, wearing robes and fancy 

clothes, attending services, regularly saying long prayers.  And we often become blind and oblivious to the 
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suffering and oppression all around us, which, like the scribes, we are sometimes participating in or 

benefiting from.  We somehow forget that God is all about, and always about, love and compassion.   

 

Julie and I saw an example of this, this week in a new movie called “Birth of a Nation.”  It’s based on a 

true story about a young Black slave, Nate, who as a child learned to read using the Bible and eventually 

became a “preacher” for his fellow slaves.  His master accepts a request from other slave owners to use 

Nate’s preaching to try to subdue unruly slaves, and use the Bible and Christianity to convince all the slaves 

that they must always obey their masters.  The other slave owners paid Nate’s master for bringing him to 

preach to their slaves.   

As he travels around from plantation to plantation, Nate sees, over and over situations of abuse of the 

slaves by their owners.   His own wife is raped by a group of white men.  He prays for his fellow slaves, but 

he finally reaches a place where he feels he has to fight back against the oppression and exploitation of his 

fellow slaves.  And so he goes underground and he begins to preach for justice and freedom, and starts a 

violent revolution in 1831, trying to free all slaves, and in the process, some of their masters are killed.  Of 

course it was not a successful revolution, and Nate and all the slaves who joined him and many others who 

knew or were connected with him were lynched. 

The movie has had mixed reviews, but what it reminded me of again was how the Church, our Church, 

including the Episcopal Church, supported and justified slavery and all the abuse that resulted from slavery.  

Even while we said our daily prayers.  And in this story we used and manipulated Holy Scripture and a slave 

preacher to try to convince slaves that God wanted them to submit to their masters, and accept their 

miserable circumstances. 

If white Christians were praying for everyone they knew was suffering and being exploited, including 

their own slaves, would they have allowed slavery to continue?  Eventually, some began to wake up to the 

injustice of slavery, and eventually, after great turmoil and war, we ended slavery.  But then we ushered in 

the “Jim Crow” era, and Blacks continued to be treated as second class citizens, and the Church was a big 

supporter of segregation.  We remain the most segregated institution in our country.  And we kept saying 

our prayers. 

Where are we now?  Do we regularly say our prayers?  Who are we praying for?  Who is the “widow, 

the orphan, the poor, the stranger” in our world, in our country, in our neighborhood?  Why does God want 

us to be continually thinking about and praying a for those who are suffering?  Do we even know the needs 

and suffering of our neighbors?  Are we really praying for them?  And if we really knew the difficult 

challenges they faced and we truly prayed for them and their suffering, could we continue to ignore their 

problems?  Is God challenging our faith and stirring up our compassion to do something?  To take action, 

like the widow in the Gospel story? 

This is never easy.  But we have a long history of doing this at Reconciliation.  We have prayed for, felt 

compassion for, and then intentionally and persistently welcomed the divorcees, the 12 Steppers, the 

Vietnam Veterans, our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters?   

Who should I be praying for today?  Are my eyes and heart being opened to new stories of suffering, 

oppression and injustice?  Am I willing to pray for them, and let God stir up my faith, and stir me into action 

and into collaboration with others?  Will  I, like the persistent widow, Ask questions, Search for answers, 

Knock on doors so they will be opened?   

Or will I just say my prayers . . . and go home? 


