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Acts 16:9-15, Psalm 67, John 5:1-9 

In today’s gospel, we learn of a place with the Hebrew name Bethzatha, (pronounced 

beth-ZAY-thuh), which means House of Grace. In this house of grace, a man waited 

thirty-eight years to be healed. We don’t know what his ailment was; all we know is that 

it was a weakness, from the Greek word (asqeneia,n  {as-then'-i-ah}). Although within 

arm’s reach of that healing water, the man could not, of his own accord, enter the water. 

Others would step in front of him, and no one stopped to help him. It must have been 

frustrating, because each time he tried to make an effort, it just was not happening. So 

he waited, with God.  

Sometimes you know where you want to be, and you can see yourself there. You may 

even have had visions of it, and yet something is not quite ready.  

Certain types of effort cannot work during times of transformation. It can spin you in 

circles. Sometimes, you may need to play out or exhaust those possibilities for a while, 

until you can let go into the arms of grace.  

You are not to do anything to receive grace. It is the pull of God coming to you. Not 

easy when your thoughts distract you or keep you stuck. The man looked for someone 

outside of him to put him in the water, to “save” him, yet those persons, his thoughts, 

and his effort would not heal him. Those thoughts clouded what was happening to him 

in that moment. He was living in the house of grace, cradled by God, and he could not 

see it. Something was transforming his heart to begin to notice the “stranger” who was 

to take him the rest of the way.  

Like Paul meeting Lydia, this ability to recognize spiritual family, even from other lands, 

people who may seem to be strangers to us, is the gift of the Holy Spirit. This ability to 

see with inner sight is what we are prepared for. So that when someone comes to you 

at pivotal time in your life, like Jesus did for the man, you will know, somehow, that it is 

time for you to take action. The Holy Spirit makes connections. 

And sometimes, the stranger was once an enemy. In our scripture* from a few weeks 

ago, when Paul was struck blind in order that he could begin to truly see, Jesus came to 

Ananais to go and heal him, to heal someone who hurt others he loved. Ananais was to 

bless and heal an “enemy,” a “stranger” who had caused so much persecution. And yet, 

because of his time with Jesus, he was able to let go of how it looked. He was able to 

let go of the truth of the past. It was all about timing. The Holy Spirit prepared Paul for 

transformation, and the Holy Spirit prepared Ananais to love him.  
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So after thirty-eight years of waiting, Jesus came to the man by the pool, and asked,  

Do you want to be made well?  

The Holy Spirit had been with the man all along, and Jesus wanted to bump it up a 

notch. By saying yes, the man was now ready to stand up and walk, to connect with his 

world in a different way.  

We are always carried by grace, invited, made well. 

During times of waiting, even if we can’t see it, we each have something valuable 

to share. We do what we can do. We see the beauty in each moment. And we 

remember that nothing, nothing, not even us, can stand in the way of God’s 

transforming love. 

Emily and Justin, today is your baptism, and we bless you. Today, you are committing 

to a life with the Holy Spirit, to a Love that will keep showing up, through experiences or 

people you will meet. Some people will pass ahead of you, and it may hurt your heart to 

let them go. Some people will change your heart and help you remember who you truly 

are. Sometimes, you are to wait with God, especially when it is difficult, painful, or your 

heart hurts. Always ask for help from the Holy Spirit inside your heart, for you will never 

be alone. You will make mistakes, try to do things you are not ready to do, or try to help 

when you are not asked to do so. In each messy moment of living, keep learning to hear 

that inner voice. The Holy Spirit sounds like the words of this prayer by Rumi: 

I have come to drag you out of yourself and take you into my heart. 

I have come to bring out the beauty you never knew you had and lift you like a prayer to 

the sky. 

If no one recognizes you, I do because you are my life and soul. 

Don’t run away, accept your wounds and let bravery be your shield. 

It takes a thousand stages for the perfect being to evolve. 

Every step of the way I will walk with you and never leave you stranded. 

 

Amen. 

 

*(Acts 9:7-20) 

 


