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Love Wins 
C-Easter Sunday – Isaiah 65:17-25; Acts 10:34-43, Luke 24:1-12 

Robert Woody 

 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence:  When we, like Jesus, pour ourselves out to love God and to love one 

another and our neighbors, no matter how much we must sacrifice, even life itself, Love Wins. 

 

Children’s Sermon: 

We just went through a week of remembering all the difficult things Jesus had to face before 

Easter.  Lots of powerful people were opposing him and trying to find a way to arrest him and shut 

down his Jesus Movement.  One of his disciples betrayed him and turned him over to the soldiers.  

Then all of his friends abandoned him.  And then he was put on trial, sentenced to die, beaten and 

made fun of by the soldiers and then crucified on a cross, and died a very painful death.   

Why would God put his son through so much suffering and difficulties?  Because God loves us, 

and knew we needed Jesus to help us repent and be forgiven of our sins and show us how to live 

and how to love.   

Why would Jesus be willing to put up with so much hardship and suffering?  Because he loves 

us, and he loved his disciples, and he wanted to show us the way to good abundant life. 

The disciples and Jesus’ friends thought that Jesus had lost the battle, that Pilate and the 

Roman soldiers and the Jewish leaders who opposed him had won.  They had crushed and 

defeated him.  They thought love had lost.   

But what happened on Easter morning?  Jesus came back to Life.  He was resurrected.  So did 

love, the love of God and love of Jesus, lose or did love win?  Love won.  And it kept winning.  The 

disciples began to follow Jesus example and reached out to the friends and neighbors and taught 

them the Way of Love that Jesus lived.  And what happened?  The church was birthed and grew 

and grew and grew. 

But what about in our lives.  Does Love win?  Always?  The Way of Love is never easy.  Love 

requires us to stretch and sacrifice and put someone else’s needs ahead of ours, like Jesus did and 

like his followers.  If we are having a difficult time with a brother or sister or friend or neighbor, 

should we just ignore them and avoid them and not deal with the conflict?  Or should we stretch 

ourselves and put up with hard things and try to love them?  Which is better?  Jesus says LOVE one 

another.  And Love, ultimately wins. 

And many people will oppose love, just like in Jesus day.  People will often put themselves or 

being cool or having lots of stuff ahead of loving others.  And sometimes as hard as we try to love 

it seems to fail and not work.  But that’s what Easter is about.  That’s what the resurrection is 

about.  No matter what, no matter how much opposition, Love ultimately wins.   

God’s Love, Jesus’ Love, Our Love will always win in the end.  We will win, we will live the Good 

Life, but only if we Love like Jesus.  Even if we, like Jesus have to suffer and give up a lot, our lives 

will be happier if we focus on LOVE.   

Never forget this:  Love Wins! 
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Adult Sermon: 

The Easter story is perhaps the greatest mystery we will ever face.   

Even if we think we know what literally happened, if we dig a little deeper, our heads start 

spinning.  Jesus dies on the cross.  And then on the third day, he comes back to life?  But what kind 

of Life?  There was something very different about his “new life.”  In John’s Gospel, he tells Mary 

Magdalene not to touch him because he had not yet ascended to the Father.  In his new life, Jesus 

could walk through doors.  And eventually he did “ascend” into heaven (whatever that means).  He 

has some kind of New Life, but it is not the same as before.  What does it mean?   

I don’t think we will ever fully understand what exactly happened to Jesus, at least not in this 

world or this lifetime.  But even if we can’t understand exactly what happened literally, what does 

it mean?  What is the significance of the “resurrection”?  What difference does it make in our 

world?  And in our lives?   

 

Well if we “believe” in Jesus, that he was sent from God and died for our sins and was crucified 

and resurrected, and we “accept” him as our Lord and Savior, then, we go to heaven.  Right?   But 

what does it really mean to “believe” and “accept” him as “Lord” and “Savior”?   And what does it 

mean to “go to heaven”?   

As I’ve shared before the word we translate into modern English as “believe” was actually the 

Latin word “credo”, the word from which we get the English word “creed”.  And “credo” does not 

mean to simply accept something as true.  Credo means “I give myself to.”  So to “believe” in Jesus 

and the resurrection is not simply about agreeing that Jesus actually died and was resurrected, or 

that he paid the price for our sins; it’s about “giving ourselves to” that reality or that event.   

What does that mean?  What are we giving ourselves to?   

 

As I pondered this mystery in preparation for Holy Week and for this sermon, here’s what 

popped into my head:  Love Wins.  Love Wins.  That’s the point of Easter!  That’s the point of 

Jesus’ death and resurrection!  That’s what we are “giving ourselves to” – the truth, the reality 

that Love wins.   

If we “give ourselves to” Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, we are giving ourselves to the 

reality that no matter how difficult the journey, Love Wins.  God’s love for us, for humanity, for all 

creation will never be overcome, crushed, defeated.  Yes, we and others may oppose God’s love, 

or deny it, and at times, it may seem to be overcome or defeated. But, ultimately, Love Wins. 

I think this idea that “Love Wins” came to me as I was preparing my reflections for Maundy 

Thursday, and particularly as I prepared my reflections on the stripping of the altar.  What is the 

significance of stripping the altar?  What does it mean?  What does “stripping” suggest about the 

death and resurrection of Jesus? 

In his last days, Jesus is basically stripped of everything.  He removes his outer cloak and 

symbolically let’s go of his authority or dignity as “rabbi,” to wash the feet of his disciples.  Later 

that evening he is betrayed by Judas and abandoned by all of his disciples and arrested.  He is 

stripped of his friends and his freedom.  The soldiers strip his clothes and beat him.  He is stripped 

of human dignity as he carries his cross and is mocked and spit upon by the crowds.  And 

ultimately, on the cross, Jesus is stripped of life.   
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But in the midst of all this stripping and oppression, how does Jesus respond?  He loves.  He 

pours himself out in love.  He washes the feet of his disciples.   He serves them dinner and 

symbolically offers his body and blood for their sake.  He forgives his disciples for abandoning him 

when he is arrested.  He forgives Peter for denying that he even knows Jesus.  He forgives those 

who torture and crucify him.  He seeks out care for his mother as she weeps at the foot of the 

cross.  As he is dying, he welcomes the outcast, the thief on the cross next to him, into God’s 

Kingdom.   

Those who oppose him try to crush him, to crush his movement, to take away everything, 

including his life.   And when he was stripped of everything, all that was left . . . was love.  Love 

never dies.   

Jesus held onto his identity as human being and as the Son of God by holding on to love.  And 

because of God’s love for Christ and for us, Jesus overcomes everything, even death.   

When he is resurrected, he continues to love he greets and welcomes the women and his 

disciples and others.  He forgives them, and with open arms, offers them the Kingdom way.  Love 

wins.  All the hate and anger and power and authority that strived to shut down Jesus and the 

Jesus Movement, fails.  And Love wins. 

This is one way of understanding the reality of “giving ourselves to” Jesus, to his life, his death 

and his resurrection.  We are giving ourselves to the truth that love wins, even in the midst of 

difficult, seemingly impossible obstacles. 

I went to see our brother, Bud Storrs, yesterday afternoon in the hospital.  The doctors say he 

is very close; he will probably pass in the next few days.  But as we gathered with his family and 

some friends, we told stories, and laughed and cried.  We celebrated Bud’s life, and Bud’s life 

together with Betty.  We read Ps. 121.   

“I lift my eyes to the hills.  From where does my help come?  My help comes from the Lord.  

He will not let your foot be moved, and He who watches over you shall neither slumber or 

sleep.  The Lord watches over you. . . . .  The Lord shall watch over your going out and your 

coming in, from this time forth for evermore.” 

Even at our death, “Love Wins.”   

 

Pouring ourselves out in love and sacrifice is never easy.  And is always scary.  Fear is our 

biggest obstacle to sacrificial love.  Fear often ties our hands and binds our heart.   

How did Jesus overcome the fear he must have felt as a human being?  I think he remembered 

and held on to God’s, and the angels’, and the prophets’ most frequent words in Scripture:  “Fear 

not;  . .  I am with you, always.”   

Why are these words, “Fear not,” the most frequent words in Scripture?  Because fear is the 

most likely thing to separate us from God, from Jesus, from one another, from our neighbor. 

What polarizes our world, our country, the Church, interfaith relationships, politics, families, 

friends – fear.  What is the primary tool of ISIS and other radical terrorist groups?  Fear!  What has 

made this the most chaotic and dysfunctional presidential election in our lifetime and maybe in 

history?  Fear.  What does the media use to keep us glued to our TVs?  Fear. 
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And what can overcome fear?  Love.  Love wins. The only pathway to peace, reconciliation, the 

Abundant Life God wants for all of God’s children and all creation is to “believe in”“to give 

ourselves to” Love, radical Jesus Love. 

Of course, we all fall short.  None of us are perfect lovers.  We all mess up.  We all, at times, 

succumb to fear.  Even if we have given ourselves over to Jesus and the Jesus Way, we will all fall 

short at times.  But Jesus and Love are always there to restore us, if we are willing to confess and 

turn around, and get back on the Way of Love.  

Nothing, not even death can defeat love.  Wherever there is brokenness or chaos in our life, in 

our family, in our relationships, we should ask our self, “Am I acting out of love, or out of fear?”  

And if it’s fear that is your primary motivator, turn back to Jesus, “give yourself” again to Jesus, 

and ask him to help you overcome fear, so you can, again, walk and live in love.   

The “new heaven and new earth” the prophet Isaiah speaks about in our first reading, is where 

“the wolf and the lamb shall feed together, the lion shall eat straw like the ox”, it is a world where 

Love Wins. 

I love the stories of the infant Church in the book of Acts.  They are all about love overcoming 

fear.  The first disciples, who had failed miserably at Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion, began to practice 

love, following the Way of Jesus, their Lord.  The early church wasn’t perfect.  The leaders weren’t 

perfect.  It faced many hurdles and obstacles and fears.  And over and over, love won.  Our reading 

from Acts is from the story about Peter overcoming fear and traditional beliefs to reach out and 

love and welcome the Gentiles into the Jesus movement.   

Paul modeled love to reconcile the Gentile and the Jew, the free and the slave, the rich and the 

poor, men and women.  Paul and many of the original disciples ultimately poured their lives out to 

the point of death, following the way of love.  And despite all the mistakes and hardships, the early 

Church flourished.  Love wins. 

We look to the ancient and modern saints and martyrs to see true love in action.  Most of us 

will not be saints and martyrs, but we can all commit ourselves to the Risen Christ, we can all give 

ourselves to Jesus and the Way of Love, and do the best we can to live a life of love, even radical 

love, like Jesus, Our Lord. 

On this day, the most important liturgical day on our Church calendar, what do we celebrate?  

What is the point of the Easter Mystery?  Love Wins.  For us, and for all Creation and all God’s 

children, love wins.  Through Jesus, through God our Creator, through the gift of Life, if we are 

willing to walk the Jesus Way, Love ultimately Wins.   

 

Amen. 


