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Supporting Our Spiritual Family and Home 
Stewardship Sunday; Luke 9:10-17; 11/6/16 

 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence:  If everyone in our Spiritual Family participates in providing the resources we need to 

support our Spiritual Home, we will thrive. 

Luke 9:10-17 

10 On their return the apostles told Jesus all they had done. He took them with him and 

withdrew privately to a city called Bethsaida. 11When the crowds found out about it, they 

followed him; and he welcomed them, and spoke to them about the kingdom of God, and healed 

those who needed to be cured.  

12 The day was drawing to a close, and the twelve came to him and said, ‘Send the crowd away, 

so that they may go into the surrounding villages and countryside, to lodge and get provisions; 

for we are here in a deserted place.’ 13But he said to them, ‘You give them something to eat.’ 

They said, ‘We have no more than five loaves and two fish—unless we are to go and buy food for 

all these people.’ 14For there were about five thousand men. And he said to his disciples, ‘Make 

them sit down in groups of about fifty each.’ 15They did so and made them all sit down. 16And 

taking the five loaves and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke them, 

and gave them to the disciples to set before the crowd. 17And all ate and were filled. What was 

left over was gathered up, twelve baskets of broken pieces.  

 

Narrative Budget Presentation:   
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Presentation of Adult Sermon: 

The Gospel Reading I chose for this morning about the miraculous feeding of the 5,000, 

doesn’t seem to have an obvious stewardship theme.  The disciples only had 5 little loaves of 

bread and 2 fish, and there was a hungry crowd of 5,000 men, plus women and children who 

were also hungry.  Jesus told his disciples to divide them up into groups of 50.  And then he 

looked up to heaven, blessed and broke the 5 loaves and 2 fish and gave them to the disciples 

to hand out to the people.  And the next sentence says they all had enough food to eat and 

were filled and they had 12 baskets of food left over.  The normal assumption is that Jesus 

miraculously caused the loaves and fish to multiply.  But no one says, including Matthew and 

Mark’s versions of this story, that’s what actually happened.  

 Here’s another interpretation.  Do you really think that 5,000 men, plus mothers with 

children, would have followed Jesus around a big lake to the deserted side, without bringing 

any food with them?  Zero food?  Yes, maybe some forgot to bring anything.  But some 

probably brought plenty for their family, and maybe even some extra, in case they spent the 

night away from home.  When the disciples divided the crowd into small groups and began to 

pass around the little bit that they had, I wonder if the people who had brought some food, 

looked around their group, and thought about what Jesus had prayed for and done with the 5 

loaves and 2 fish, and decided to follow his example and share whatever they had.  And when 

everyone shared whatever they had, then everyone, even those who had forgotten to bring 

anything, were able to eat enough to fill their stomachs for their journey back home.  
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Imagine the sense of connection they experienced in their small groups, when they shared 

what they had and everyone had their fill.  This may have been the first church pot-luck 

dinner. 

Some of you may remember a couple of years ago I preached about Mark’s version of the 

feeding of the 5,000, and I connected it to our mission statement.   

 

“We are catalyst and connectors unleashing God’s abundance  

to bless and transform ourselves, our neighbors and our world.” 

 

For me, this gospel story is about Jesus being a “catalyst and connector unleashing God’s 

abundance,” and inviting his disciples and all the crowds who had followed him to also be 

“catalysts and connectors unleashing God’s abundance.”   

 

There is more than enough food and resources in our world, in our country, in our 

neighborhood, in our faith community, to provide everyone, everyone, with enough to live a 

fruitful and abundant life – – if all of us are willing to connect, collaborate and share with one 

another, so that everyone will have enough, all will receive God’s abundance.  But if we 

operate out of greed or fear or anxiety or ignorance, we will not connect with our neighbors, 

and we will not be willing to share our abundance, because maybe we are afraid we will run 

out.  Or maybe we think the more we possess and hold on to the better our lives will be.   

 

For me, this mission statement, and this story fits perfectly with our stewardship.  Some of 

us have a lot of resources and can make huge pledges.  Some of us, not so much.  But when we 

come together and connect with each other as a spiritual family, when we are all willing to 

share whatever we have to support our spiritual home, whether it’s a lot or a little, when we 

all unleash whatever portion of God’s abundance we’ve been blessed with, and encourage our 

brothers and sisters to do likewise, then everyone will have enough.  We will be able to sustain 

and make our faith community of Reconciliation thrive. 

 

This year we have two goals in our stewardship program.  First, we want a total dollar 

amount of pledges that will reach our proposed operating budget total of $669,795.  Second, 

we have estimated we have approximately 180 “potential pledging units.”  That means a total 

of ~ 180 families or individuals who has been attending Rec for at least several months who 

could make a pledge.  Initially we thought, “Well we had about 125 of those 180 potential 

pledge units make a pledge last year, let’s try to increase it to 135 out of 180.”  And then we  

thought – “We are all part of this family, let’s invite everyone, to unleash whatever abundance 
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they are able.”  So, our second goal is to get each one of these 180 families and individuals, 

each of you, to make a pledge.   

That is the foundation of our spiritual home – to get everyone to participate.  And if 

everyone participates, at whatever level they are able, we believe we can reach our goal, and 

have a budget that will make Reconciliation thrive.   

 

So I invite and challenge each of you, every family and every individual member, old-timers 

and newcomers to make a pledge of whatever amount you think you are able to give, to 

support your Spiritual family and home.   

In addition to being Stewardship Sunday, the day we kick off our annual stewardship 

campaign, today is also All Saints Sunday, the day we remember all of the Saints who have 

gone before us, from our faith community, our families and beyond.  At first, I thought we had 

a conflict having both of these on the same Sunday.  But then, I realized, we were actually 

making an important connection.  We would not have this Spiritual Home and Spiritual Family 

of Reconciliation, if it were not for the Saints who have gone before us, many of whom have 

their ashes scattered out in our courtyard.  We would not have this beautiful campus, and we 

would not have accomplished the many things we have done at Rec over our history, without 

the generous stewardship of our Saints.   

When we invite you to join in supporting the life and ministries of Reconciliation, we are 

asking you not only to join with your brothers and sisters sitting around you this morning, but 

also with the Saints of Reconciliation who have gone before us, who have helped make all this 

possible.  All Saints Day is a good day to remember all the ways the Saints who have gone 

before us have blessed us and Reconciliation, and a good day to begin making our 

commitment to join with them in our ongoing journey. 


