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Last Sunday, in this very sanctuary, we did what we so often do here…   we 
sang, we danced, we cried, we prayed, we grieved, we worshiped, we celebrated, we 
reaffirmed, we confessed, we ate, we drank, we processed, we reclaimed and we 
embraced once more, our prophetic vocation in the way of Jesus-  a movement of 
reconciliation, restoration and unconditional love.  We were reminded, I believe, 
that knowing our stories, our biblical, historical, political, sociological, theological, 
ecclesiological stories, matters.   It matters to know where we came from, who we 
are, and above all, whose we are.  And it matters to continually ask ourselves -  to 
whom do I/we belong, to whom do I/we truly pledge our heart, our conscience, our 
faith, our very lives?  And because we must continually ask these questions, we 
must also take a critical look not only at the words we speak but also the actions and 
decisions we make moment by moment as consistent or not with what we profess 
on our lips in this beautiful sanctuary.    
 
 That is the message of today’s readings from Holy Scripture.   It matters that 
we know and we choose to live lives that reflect the will of our loving, justice-
seeking, peace-making, reconciling, healing, forgiving, blessing God.  And that we 
take to heart, the radical message of the good news of God in Jesus Christ-  that a 
faithful disciple of Jesus Christ understands that the values of the world are turned 
totally upside down in the kingdom of God, and therefore, so should our lives be 
upturned as well.   A more perfect message for these days, could not be found.  So 
lets take some time with Micah and Jesus’s Sermon on the Mount.   
 
 The setting of this text from Micah is a divine courtroom.  God is Judge and 
Prosecutor, the people of Israel are the accused, and Micah is the defense attorney 
who recalls the saving acts of an ever-faithful God.  What we soon recognize is that 
Divine justice looks nothing like our usual brand of “human justice”  - so often 
retributive not restorative, punitive not pardoning, retaliatory not redemptive.  In 
this text, God contends with unfaithful Israel by summoning them to answer the 
question, “What have I done to you?”  God reminds them not in words of anger but 
through their own experience of deliverance and redemption, time and time again, 
that they have never been rejected and abandoned.  In the face of their continued 
disobedience and defiance, God calls them once again into a covenantal relationship 
and an intimacy that can only be expressed through fidelity.   
 
 Micah represents Israel by asking God if perhaps God would be pleased with 
more sacrifices, more burnt offerings, even the sacrificing of a firstborn in 
repentance for grievous sins.  You can almost hear the exasperation in Micah’s 
pleading voice, “What is enough?  What can Israel possibly do to be vindicated by 



Divine Justice?”    And then the other shoe is about to drop or so we expect, as we 
hear the final question posed:    
                                   What does the Lord require of you?  
 

My friends, let’s pause there for one uncomfortable moment with that 
question ringing in our ears.   What are your true feelings as you imagine yourself in 
that Divine Courtroom?   How have you rejected the love of God in Jesus Christ in 
your life and walked away?   How many times have you heard yourself condemn 
another or even yourself thinking for sure that God has certainly abandoned you?   
How many times are you unwilling or unable to offer or to accept forgiveness and 
reconciliation, mercy and love, from our ever faithful God.  Certainly it is easier to 
consider ourselves unforgivable, abject sinners before whom God simply wipes 
God’s hands of us once and for all.   Surely, there are times when we feel that’s 
exactly what we deserve.  Or more honestly, that’s what we think would release us 
from the guilt and burden of faith.  Familiar?   It is in my life.  It is so much harder to 
accept the foundational and simple truth that God is Love.  God is Mercy.  God is 
loving-kindness.  God is just.  God is faithful and will never, ever walk out on us.  
EVER.     
 

However, this text reminds us that such a sacred and covenantal relationship 
is one of mutual fidelity and mutual responsibility for which we are held 
accountable to God’s very specific requirements.  And so as we struggle to accept the 
unfailing and unconditional love of our Creator, we are charged with non-negotiable 
demands upon our every word and action.   As we stand in this Divine Courtroom 
readying ourselves for judgment we hear the final question: 
   What does the Lord require of you? 
 
Steeling ourselves for the pronouncement of final damnation, we hear instead: 
     “To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” 
 

Really, God?   You can’t be serious!  Where’s the hell fire and brimstone?  
Where’s the condemnation and damnation?  Come on, God, I can take it!   I’m ready.  
But the real truth my friends, is that it is much harder for us to accept love, 
forgiveness, healing, and redemption than it is for us to simply walk away.    
 

What God demands from us in this mutual and holy relationship is something 
vastly different.  God desires justice that is measured by how well the most 
vulnerable among us fare in the community.  God desires everlasting fidelity, 
CHESED, the word often translated as loving-kindness but which means so much 
more.  This CHESED is commensurate with the kind of fidelity that God has shown to 
Israel and to us time and time again.  And God desires a careful, critical, conscious 
living of an ethical life in which all God’s children live an abundant life.   Not a life 
where we place our needs, our personal wants, first.  The life God demands we live 
is not a “me, first” kind of life.  Not “me, first”.  Not “America, first”.  “Not people like 
me, first, then everyone else.”  That is not faithful living.      
 



You see, the social, political and religious context of Israel in Micah’s time is 
not so much different than our own.  The urban elites of Jerusalem are the power-
brokers of their own day.  Sure, they make public displays of religious sacrifices 
while “aggressive land practices” and “exploitative politics” generate wealth at the 
expense of the most vulnerable.  This is not a text that affirms the kind of leadership 
and life where we proudly and defiantly “stand up for what we believe” but that we 
act, we decide, we sacrifice on behalf of those most vulnerable, most weary, most 
weak, so that they can share with us in the abundant life intended by God for every 
single child of God.   That’s the message.  We need not hoard our goods, our money, 
our hard-earned possessions, or our love.  We need not limit our respect for those 
who think like us, love like us, or believe like us.   
 

This is a dangerous text for our times, my friends, just as it was for Micah’s 
time.  We are given specifics to take away …   Religious leaders cannot sell out.  
Political leaders cannot take bribes.  And the poor, well, they must never bear the 
burden of oppression, violence, and exploitation.   It is God who has spoken.    
 

And indeed, so has Jesus in the words of the “Sermon on the Mount.”   Even in 
Matthew’s text before us today, the Beatitudes are spoken to those groups whom 
God deems worthy, not by virtue of their own achievements or status in society but 
because God chooses to be on the side of the weak, the forgotten, the despised, the 
justice seekers, the peacemakers, and those persecuted for their faith.  Matthew is 
clear that those who receive God’s favor are not the privileged classes of the Roman 
Empire or the Jewish establishment.   Who said religion isn’t political?  It certainly 
wasn’t Jesus.  His belief in God’s mission of restoration and reconciliation was so 
political, it turned life upside down and cost him his own.   
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, those who had no status in the political and 
religious realms had the most status of all.  The Beatitudes establish that the first 
will be last and the last, first in the kingdom of God come on earth.   
 
In his challenging book, The Prophetic Imagination, Walter Brueggemann wrote: 
 
 The new futuring of God is for those who have not only resisted 
 exploitative practices but have been victimized by them.  The  
 future will be given not to people in their fullness but by those 
 who have been forcibly denied enough.  The future is denied to  
 those who have been cynical and calloused and self-deceiving  
 enough to rejoice in the present ordering and are unable to grieve 
 about  the ruin to which the community is headed.   (p. 110) 
 

What a warning!  Brueggemann goes on to say that that in Luke’s form of the 
Beatitudes where blessings and woes make a sharp contrast, there is hope.  As 
imperfect as we human are, our longings, our yearnings and our efforts, matter to 
God.  Transformation and conversion are God’s promises IF we hold fast to God’s 



promise of abundant life for all and work on its fulfillment.  Abundant life, not just 
for some.  For all. 
 

So, my friends, it’s pretty clear today that we have some real difficult choices 
to make, and understand me well, when I say that they are NOT partisan choices.  
Our choice as faithful followers of Jesus Christ comes down to this…   Are you and I 
willing to do as the Lord requires?   To do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with our God?  Or will we put ourselves first, build walls between us, and 
profess an empty meaningless faith?   
 

In the next days and weeks to come, I invite you to do an examination of your 
life each night before heading to bed.  Take five or ten minutes and do an inventory 
of your day.  What decisions did you make?  How did you act toward others, toward 
yourself?  Did you judge yourself or another unjustly?  How did you do justice, love 
kindness, and walk humbly with your God?   Do this night after night, day after day 
not as an exercise in futility or guilt but as a spiritual practice that will most 
definitely bring God’s grace and strength, comfort and hope, healing and love more 
deeply into you heart and into your life.   
 

You know, as much as we don’t like it or are in denial of it, or feel too 
sophisticated to believe it, the Divine Courtroom is in each of our futures.  We will 
have to face the consequences of our words and actions.   It will be there in the 
presence of our all loving and faithful God that we will be called to give an account of 
our lives.  While we still have choices to make, let’s choose justice, peace, humility, 
and Love.  And when we do not, let’s simply confess it and seek to amend our lives.  
It’s all God requires.  Now that’s real courtroom drama and the power of Love.    
 
 
Amen.    
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


