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Blessed to Be and for Being a Blessing 
A-Epiph 2: Isaiah 49:1-7; John 1:29-42; 1/15/17 

Robert Woody 

 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence:  We find our illumination from God as we live out our calling to be a “Light to the Nations”;  

we are blessed by God as we become a blessing to others. 

 

Children’s Sermon: 

Why did Jesus become so famous and get so much attention?  Was it because he was so smart or wise and 

knew all the answers?  Was it because he was rich and powerful?  What did he spend most of his time doing?  

Healing, helping, feeding, and teaching, training his followers; basically loving others, and teaching his 

followers to love others.  That was Jesus’ focus to love others, especially those who were suffering and to 

teach us to love our neighbors.  That’s what ultimately made Jesus so famous – because he loved so much. 

Our opening prayer says that “Jesus Christ is the light of the world.”  Does that mean he is always in the 

spotlight?  Wherever Jesus goes the light shines on him?  Is that why he is famous because he’s always in the 

spotlight?  No, it’s because he shines, he sends out the light of God.  What does that mean “to send out the 

light of God”?  Light is a metaphor for God’s blessing and God’s love.  That’s why Jesus is so famous, because 

he poured out light, or love on others.  That’s what made his life so rich and meaningful and powerful.    Jesus 

is famous not because he was rich, powerful, or strong.  But because he poured out God’s love on others.  

Jesus was blessed by God and famous because he was a blessing to others. 

Do you know what probably the biggest or one of the biggest blessing in your parents’ lives is?  Probably 

you.  Do you think it’s easy to raise children?  NO!  Without kids they would have a lot more time and a lot 

more money to do fun stuff for themselves.  But even though it’s hard, and takes a lot of their time and 

money, it’s a huge blessing to have kids.  And because they have loved, cared for, been a blessing to you as 

their kids,  they have been blessed.   

When we work hard, stretch ourselves to love someone else, we get blessed. 

 

Would you like to be blessed by God?  Would you like to feel God’s love wrapped around your life?  How 

can we get God to bless us and fill us with God’s love?  Follow Jesus’ example.  Be a blessing to others.  If you 

goal in life is to love and bless others, you will be richly blessed by God.  It may not be an easy life.  Was Jesus’ 

life easy?  No.  But if we focus on loving ourselves, we will miss out on God’s love and blessing. 

Does that make sense?  I will get blessed, my life will be better, if I spend more of my time and energy 

trying to bless you, instead of taking care of or focusing on myself.  Does that make sense?  No, not really.  But 

that’s the way God works.  Love God; love your brothers and sisters, love your neighbors; be a blessing to 

others.  Do that, and you will be blessed by God with an Abundant, blessed life. 

 

Adult Sermon: 

Why did God bless Abraham and the people of Israel?  “Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your 

country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great 

nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 . . . and in you all the 

families of the earth shall be blessed.’”  (Gen 12:1-3)  God blessed Abraham and Israel so that they could 

become a blessing to others.   
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In our reading from Isaiah, the Lord says to Isaiah, “It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”  (Is. 49:6)  It was “too light a thing” for 
Isaiah to simply restore and bless the people of Israel.  God wanted Isaiah, through Israel, to become “a 
light to the nations,” so that God’s blessing would “reach to the end(s) of the earth.”  

Israel and Isaiah were blessed so that they could be a blessing to others.  

 

In the Sermon on the Mount, in the Beatitudes, Jesus talks about us being blessed when we become a 
blessing to others:  “‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.  Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they will be called children of God.  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.’”   (Matt. 5:7, 9-10)    

When we pour out mercy on those who are suffering; when we strive for peace and unity in the midst 
of conflict; when we are persecuted because we are standing up for the right things, for important social 
justice issues; when we strive and sacrifice so others can be blessed, God promises that we will be 
blessed.  Even if it’s hard work, even if it requires sacrifice and suffering, we will be blessed. 

So this is a bit confusing.  Does God bless us so we can become a blessing to others?  Or, when we 
stretch and pour ourselves out to love and bless others, then God rewards us with blessings?  God blesses 
us first, so we can bless others?  Or when we bless others, follow Jesus’ Way, then God blesses us?   

Yes!  Both and.  God blesses us so we can be a blessing to others.  And when we follow God’s way, or 
Jesus’ Way, and we reach out and love and serve and bless others, we are blessed, again, even more.  
When we pour out our love and bless others, God’s love flows through us and in the process, blesses us.  
As I shared in the Children’s Sermon, God blesses many of us with children.  And when we love them and 
sacrifice to bless them, we are blessed even more.   

But how far should we go?  How much should we stretch and sacrifice, and undergo suffering to love 
and bless our neighbors?  Can we go too far?  Did Jesus go too far?  It cost him his life.  Did the disciples, 
his first followers, go too far?  Most of them were imprisoned or executed for their radical faith.   

In our Gospel reading, Jesus begins to choose or attract his first disciples.  Andrew and his brother 
Peter, and another of John the Baptist’s disciples decide to shift allegiance and follow Jesus.  Soon Jesus 
will begin to train and show his disciples how to love one another and how to love their neighbors, 
especially those who are suffering.  Jesus will send them out to serve and love their neighbors, and then 
when they return, they will debrief, reflect, learn.  Eventually his disciples will begin to pour themselves 
out to follow Jesus’ Way and to love and serve and bless those who are following the Jesus Way, and to 
love and serve and bless their neighbors.  And they are blessed in the process.  So much so that most 
would end up sacrificing their life, in the process of loving and serving their brothers and sisters and their 
neighbors.   

If Peter had known it could cost him his life, would he have turned and walked away from Jesus?   
Is following Jesus simply about getting our ticket to Heaven?  Or is it about pouring out, sacrificing our 

lives to love and serve our neighbors, and experiencing the love of God flowing through us, even if it gets 
us “crucified”? 

Were they really blessed, if it cost them their lives?  Did the disciples go too far?  Can we stretch and 
sacrifice and go too far as we try to love and serve our neighbor?  We know that God has blessed us so 
that we can be a blessing to others.   But how far should we go? 

Tomorrow we celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.  We celebrate the life of someone, a pastor and 
civil rights leader, who poured himself out to bring about justice and mercy for those who were 
marginalized and suffering.  And because of his courage and willingness to love and try to bring justice for 
his neighbors, he was persecuted, arrested, and eventually assassinated.  He was willing to suffer much to 
love his neighbor.  And he went so far, it eventually cost him his life.   
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Would Martin’s life had been better, more blessed, if he had held back, not been so radical, if he 
hadn’t created so much resistance and kick back from those who opposed equality for people of color?  
He would have probably lived a lot longer; spent more time with his children; maybe received more 
honors and accolades.    

Martin didn’t make the choice to die.  But he did choose to take the risk in order to accomplish what 
he felt called by God to do for the sake of his sisters and brothers and neighbors.   

What about our soldiers who gave up their lives to bless us with freedom, safety and peace?  Were 
they blessed to sacrifice their lives to bless us?  Did they go too far? 

If we pour out our lives to make a big difference in the lives of others, but in the process we suffer 
greatly, or maybe even lose our lives, have we really been blessed for blessing others?  What if my son’s 
radical community organizing to love and serve his brothers and sisters and neighbors costs him his life?  
Will he be blessed? 

How far are we willing to go?  How far should we go to love and bless our neighbors, especially those 
who are suffering injustice and persecution? 

 
Thankfully, most of us will never have to decide if we are going to literally risk our lives in order to 

love and bless our neighbors.  But all of us will have to decide, “How much am I willing to sacrifice in the 
way of time, resources, priorities, in order to serve and love our neighbors?”  What is more important?  
What blesses me most?  More time on Earth?  More stuff?  More vacations?  Or having more impact on 
the world through our love and sacrifice?  If we think living longer or living with more stuff will make us 
happier, more blessed, why would we ever take any risk or make any sacrifice to love our neighbor? 

Ultimately, I think the question of how much we will be blessed depends on how we make our 
decisions in serving and loving our neighbor.  Do we decide based on Love, or based on Fear?  If we make 
our decision based on Love, I think we will be blessed.  And if make our decision based on Fear, fear of 
using up too much of our time or resources, fear of becoming unpopular or upsetting a family member or 
friend, if we decide how far to go in loving and serving our neighbor based on fear, we will miss out on 
God’s blessing. 

 
Our heroes – Jesus, the first disciples, Martin Luther King – made their decisions based on Love, not 

fear. 
None of us are perfect, . . .  yet.  We will always have to cope with Fear tying to overwhelm Love.  But 

if we are intentional.  If we recognized that Fear can mislead us, distract us, keep us away from God’s 
blessings.  If we can name our fears, then hopefully, we can walk around them, make the right decisions 
more often.  And in the process, we will receive more of God’s blessing.   

 
  Amen. 

 

 

 


