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Who or what do you want to quietly dismiss in your life?  
It may be the best thing that ever happened to your soul. 

 
On the surface of our Gospel story, there was scandal. Joseph, betrothed to Mary, sees that she is pregnant, 
and thinks to himself, “This does NOT look good.” Being a kind and honorable soul, he thought about a way to 
dismiss her quietly, to say no to the journey with her. It was just a thought that led him down that path. Yet 
God asked something more of him—to do the opposite of what was his kind intention. An angel said to marry 
Mary, to care for her, and honor her spiritual guidance, even with all that was against them. It was bigger 
than how it looked. 
 
On the outside looking in, Joseph had every right to say no. No one would have judged him, let alone God, the 

merciful one, who always gives us second chances, again and again, as we face upheaval and uncertainty, or a 

testing of faith. God knows when we feel we may not be ready, yet want to be, and helps us prepare for taking 

a leap of faith. Maybe there is a part of you now that resists what is your next step, even if your soul nods that 

it is the right thing. Or, maybe you have in the past or even recently said to God, “This is not what I really 

wanted.” Often times, these are just thoughts and limited perspectives that get in the way.  

Spoiler alert. I am going to talk about It’s a Wonderful Life, but that shouldn’t stop you from seeing the movie 

again, and add it to the other wonderful Christmas movies we have been showing here at Reconciliation. Here 

is another story of Mary. There is a scene in the movie when we see young Mary, she’s maybe ten years old, 

deeply in love with George, wishing that her life somehow is tied to his, yet she must wait for the right timing. 

George is full of wide-eyed adventure, wanting to build things, and cannot wait for the time to leave their 

hometown. Yet the part of the movie that draws me in is just before George marries Mary, much like the 

betrothal from our Gospel reading. When George’s brother returns home after four years of college, it is 

George’s turn to go—or so he hoped. As events unfold, George feels that he must, yet again, sacrifice his own 

desire for someone else to thrive. His thought of sacrifice is getting in the way. Because he cannot see the 

bigger picture, George struggles, resists. 

This is where his mom comes in. Another Blessed Mother. His mother hints that Mary is the one for him, who 

has loved him for a long time, and has the answers he’s looking for. So George goes to visit Mary, not because 

he wants to, but because his mother told him to do so. He is understandably angry, disappointed, feeling his 

feelings. He tells Mary directly, “I don’t want to get married, ever.” What a great way to start a marriage! 

Mary, who has been waiting for this moment for as long as she can remember, hears her man dismiss what is 

most important to her, and not as kindly as Joseph planned to do with his Mary. Both marriages start out 

dismissing the best thing that could ever come their way.  

Despite his thoughts and words, George Bailey’s inner compass pulls him toward Mary, who said yes to 

something bigger—to look beyond his dismissal of her. Right from the start of their marriage, it was Mary 

who offered their honeymoon money to the community during the economic crash, and it was her prayers 
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that joined George’s prayer that brought him through a test of faith. Both George and Mary were brought 

together to build a community, to build a life together, and God used George’s innate ability to build things in 

a totally different, yet grand way. Joseph and George both show us that we are all imperfect, at times crusty 

and real, and yet when we let go of outcome and our thoughts, we can hear the voice of angels. We are led 

again and again to go places we never thought imaginable. And we have those who mother us.  

This past Monday, December 12, was the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, and on December 8, we honor Mary, 

the mother of Jesus. Both women have mothered and cared for our world when things have seemed very 

hopeless. They are a ray of light for us, even when we balk, hesitate, sidestep what is difficult, or feel 

overwhelmed by the task before us. They know this journey. They have walked it, alongside us. They lift us up, 

encourage us, and enfold us in loving embrace. They are part of the saints and cloud of witnesses we often call 

upon. 

Mary knows what it is like to be dismissed, and from that experience, she lifts up the lowly. Mary has taught 

me to see beyond the dismissals of life, to not let them stop me from adding love and compassion to the mix, 

even if it is a prayer from a distance. When I am feeling the pain of others in our world, I know it is time to 

slow down and be still, and add my loving intention to those who experience the same pain. And over the 

years, I have learned also to pray for those who inflict suffering, too, for they are often the most dismissed in 

our world. Most of all, being still is an opportunity to let go of all stories we tell or believe, and to surrender 

our hearts to the true story—that God is with us, fashioning courageous hearts to love when it is the most 

challenging. Surrender to that unfailing truth, that God is guiding your every step, that God is larger than the 

universe, and knows every hair on your head. Thank angels who meet you just when you feel you cannot go 

on, and all the blessed mothers who mother you in ways that cannot be understood with the mind, or the ego. 

During our journey with God, we may be asked to walk into an uncertain, scandalous, and at times challenging 

paths that look, on the outside, one way. This time in our history is definitely testing us in this regard. These 

times are not for reaction or dismissal, which can seem like big forces to overcome. These times are for 

awakening and healing old stories, such as letting go of a smaller dream to fulfill a larger one, as George Bailey 

did. These times are not to run away from the best things that could ever come into our lives, for if we don’t 

tap into those times of quiet peace, we may miss the blessings wanting to be born within us. Enter quiet 

moments where there is no story, where we surrender to the embrace of saying say yes to God. Listen to your 

dreams that speak when our minds finally rest. As we heal and hold balance in these uncertain times, reach 

for the blessings. And don’t forget to bless yourselves, too, patting your heart, for God has brought you to this 

point in your life.  

Nathan (whose nickname is Tuga), you are being baptized today, which means you are part of a big family—

the people of this church, and part of all the loving people of different countries and religions who also try to 

slow down, listen, and to be kind and loving. If you forget, we will be there. Mother Mary, Joseph, Jesus, and 

the angels will also always be there for you. Ask them to guide your heart whenever you need them.  

We bless you, we bless you, we bless you! 

Amen. 


