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Hebrew scripture; Genesis 18: 1-10a 

Epistle Colossians l:21-23 

New; Luke 10; 38-42 

 

Children’s sermon. 

   Jesus has many names-Savior, teacher, etc. But there is one more name; garbage 

collector. Church uses some big words sometimes, like confession and sins.  We need to 

make them more understandable. Did anyone here ever tell a little lie?  Or a big lie?  

Well when you get older you will have lots of chances to do that. 

    Did you ever say something mean, and really mean it.  Did you ever hurt someone. 

    When we do that we need to tell Jesus that we are sorry, do what we can to fix things, 

and then we need to throw it in Jesus garbage can.   Look what is in there now, a stinky 

divorce, stupid things people did when they were teenagers, lots of garbage. 

   Now the most important part of this garbage can is for adults. It is the lid.  When you 

have put all your stinky stuff in there, Jesus puts the lid on it so he can carry it out to the 

dumpster.  Now listen up adults.  NO DUMPSTER DIVING.   When you have put it in 

Jesus garbage can, leave it there.  You are not allowed to go into it again.  It is past, over 

and done.  You are not allowed to pick it up again, or stir it around. Leave it alone and 

let Jesus haul it away. 

 

“Adult sermon”  

 Whoever set up the lessons, sometimes left out the good part.  I am sure that it has to 

stop somewhere, but there is more to this Abraham and Sarah story.   

 “The Lord said to Abraham, “I will surely return to you in the spring, and Sarah 

your wife will have a son.”  And Sarah was listening at the tent door behind Abraham.  

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age;  it had ceased to be with Sarah after 

the manner of women.  So Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I hae grown old, and 

my husband is old, shall I have pleasure?”  (You can read into that whatever you want.) 

   The Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, and say, “Shall I indeed bear a child 

now that I am old?”  Is anything too hard for the Lord?  At the appointed time I will 

return to you, in the spring, and Sarah will  have a son.”  But Sarah denied, saying, “I 

did not laugh,’ for she was afraid.  Abraham said, “No, but you did laugh.”   

               (RSV translation)  

  And they name the kid “Isaac” which is Hebrew for ‘laughter.” 

 

 

The story of Abraham and Sarah fits perfectly into the culture of the time.  

   Guests arrive,  Abraham gives orders to his wife to get baking,  and like a good wife of 

the times, she starts cooking. 

    No surprise here.  That’s her job.  Abraham gives orders and entertains the guests. 



Sarah cooks. 

 That’s the way it’s supposed to be, at least in biblical times. 

 

Proverbs 31 

 (verse 10 and following.)   

 A good wife who can find?  (I never use this for a marriage text).  She is far more 

precious than jewels. 

 The heart of her husband trusts in her, and he will have no lack of gain.   

 She does him good, and not harm, all the days of her life. 

          She seeks out wool and flax, and works with willing hands. 

 She is like the ships of a merchant, she brings her food from afar. 

 She rises while it is yet night and provides food for her household. 

 Her lamp goes not go out at night. 

 She weaves, she spins… 

(and now for the husband’s job. Verse 23) 

 Her husband is known in the gates, when he SITS among the elders of the land. 

 

Or from Paul, (First Corinthians, 14:34) 

 “ Women should be silent in church.  If they want to know something, they can 

ask their husbands at home.”  (He is talking out of his Judaic cultural training of the 

times.) 

 Men are in charge and do the thinking.   

 It of course is only one of Paul’s many, mini attacks on women.  He speaks from 

the culture of his times.  

 

  Hannah the weaver 

 I have a friend who is a weaver.  She weaves Jewish prayer shawls. That is very 

difficult because there are so many rules about what threads you can use, how the fringe 

must be twisted in a certain way.  Hannah followed the many, many rules for weaving 

rabbi’s prayer shawl.  She took it to her rabbi. 

 The rabbi said, “Hannah, this is beautiful work.  You have done everything 

according to the rules.  It is gorgeous.  But of course, I can’t wear it, a woman made it.  

It is forbidden.” 

 

That attitude is everywhere.   

 Germanic culture has a strong idea of where women belong.  It is not in the White 

House, or the executive’s desk, or anywhere in authority. The rule is; Kirchen, Kuchen 

unt Kinder. A woman’s place is in the church, in the kitchen, and with the children. 

   

A strong definition of where women should be and what their role is.  

  But it is not accepted everywhere.  We have a good friend, a Texas German, who is 

very gentle and takes care of our cat when we are on vacation.  He was telling me one 



day that he has the final word at home.  I was surprised, because he seems like such a 

kind and gentle person.  The last word at home! 

    So I asked him, “Augie, what is the last word you say you have at home?”  He said it 

is “’YES Mam” 

  

Not everyone follows the rules 

     We have two daughters.  One of them recently informed me that the most 

embarrassing thing that could happen to them is to hear their father mention their  name 

in a sermon, or a story about them. 

   Well one of them lives in California, the other in Pennsylvania. They will never hear 

about this sermon, so here we go. 

 

 5% of people in science are women. The rest, obviously are men. 

     One of our daughters is a geologist, other teaches hi school science. 

     People ask us, “ How did they end up there.” 

    I explain, it is simple.  It was because when we were raising kids, or thought we were 

raising them, we were very busy people and we forgot to tell them that because they 

were girls there were jobs they could not do.  They wouldn't be as smart as the boys. 

  They missed that old cultural lesson.  

 

But that tradition still hangs over us. 

  Maybe it is from Judaic culture, or Germanic culture, maybe it’s from bossy guys, or 

maybe it’s a not so subtle form of sin. 

 

 

And along comes Jesus 

    there are a lot of name for Jesus—savior, shepherd, rabbi, garbage collector, but I 

want to add one to the list.  TROUBLEMAKER. 

   Jesus was raised in Jewish society of his time.  He knew the roles set in place from the 

old Testament. 

    TRADITION.  God made man.  And then God made a helper, woman.  A kind of 

maid. 

 

Along comes the trouble maker.  

Story #1 from Luke (10:38-42) 

       

In today's story Jesus gets a lunch invitation. 

    Martha welcomes Jesus into her home.  A little iffy already.  As you saw in the 

Abraham lesson, it is the men who are allowed to invite folks to supper.  Two single men 

inviting a single man into their home……mmmmmm.  That’s not how it is done. You 

can see the neighbors parting the drapes for a peek.  



    Martha has a sister.  Mary.  Martha heads for the kitchen, to do her women's thing.  

She knows her cultural place.  COOK and make it good.   She runs around the kitchen 

working like a Julia Child. 

 But notices one thing is missing—her sister Mary. 

   Mary is sitting at Jesus feet (not a respectable cultural distance at all), and listening to 

Jesus.  Mary should be in the kitchen whipping up a great desert.  She has no business 

with Jesus, the teacher. 

    Martha is ticked and hollers “Send that sister of mine into the kitchen, where she 

belongs.” 

    And Jesus, acting against all the cultural traditions.  Says “Martha, Mary has 

chosen the better part.  Put down your Betty Crocker cook book, Come in here, sit 

down, chill, and listen to me.  I have news to shake up your life.  The times are a 

changing. “ Sit down and let’s talk.  And shake up your ideas of what women can 

do and what they can’t.” 

   Jesus the trouble maker. 

 

Story two from Luke, (8:1-3) and there are a lot of stories about women in Luke.  

 

 

 Jesus knew that the rabbis did not have women followers.   

   Religion was for men.  Obedience was for women. 

  From Luke.  “Soon afterwards Jesus went on through the villages, proclaiming and 

bringing the good news of the kingdom of God.  The twelve were with him, as well as 

some women who had been cured of evil spirits and infirmities.  Mary called Magdalene, 

from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, the wife of Herod's steward Chuza, 

and Susanna, and many others who provided them out of their resources.”  And 

incidentally at the crucifixion and burial of Jesus.  Where are the guys—headed for the 

hills.  Who is there at the cross, who is there at the tomb on Easter—the women. 

 

What was Jesus thinking?  Women disciples.? It's not their job.  That's a guy's job.  

Everybody knows that.   

  Jesus the trouble maker, the role change, the shaker of the world. Women disciples.  

What would Abraham say, what would Paul say to this. 

 

    45 years ago.  Several religious groups in the US were rethinking women’s roles.  

What can we say, it was the 60’s and 70’s and lots of things were up for grabs.  So 

traditional Lutherans  began rethinking having women pastors.  Tradition said it was a 

man’s job.  The same kind of trouble was happening in the Episcopal tradition. 

    So discussion began.   

    How many guys were quietly thinking.  It's only a passing fad. Give the girls a chance, 

it will amount to nothing.  It’s too hard for them.  How are they going to raise children 

and be a pastor.  But by some sneaky trick, or maybe by some push from the great 



troublemaker, it happened. Women got ordained.  

 

   Lutheran tradition;   10 year study.   Women clergy; Better  at listening (go figure), 

more sensitive to people's problems (go figure), less dictatorial  and more conciliatory in 

administering churches.  They did the job  with compassion.   And they were good at it.  

(Who knew?, Not us guys. ). 

 

    2,000 years ago Jesus had women disciples.  It was a radical idea, and we needed time 

to think about it. And so we did think about it. The church is a slow moving, 

conservative bunch.  So we thought about it, and thought about it. It took many of the 

Christian churches 1900 years to catch on.  Women clergy? 

  And here you sit in church with a very skilled women priest.   (who knew) 

 

  Jesus comes to shake up our attitudes and traditions about women.  Or if you don't have 

time for your attitudes to be shaken up by Jesus, there are a couple of women in this 

congregation that will help shake up your attitudes about women.  Just ask. 

Are there any women here who are willing to set us guys straight on women's skills, 

women's power in the world.? 

   

Jesus breaks us loose from our frozen, set in concrete traditions.  Whether it is about 

women's roles, men’s roles,  gender roles, gay marriage, or who can pee in what 

bathroom.   

    

     Jesus comes to shake us loose and drag us, kicking and screaming, into the future. 

   Jesus comes to shake us up, rattle our ideas about what we thought was absolute, set in 

stone, and would never change. 

 

and it’s not just about our attitudes about women 

    It's about our attitude of blacks and whites, Hispanics. 

 

It’s about our attitude about immigrants, and maybe your ancestors came by plane, or 

boat, or swam across the Rio Grande, or walked the Bering strait, or like my grandfather 

from Germany, snuck in without papers, ---but we have forgotten we are all immigrants. 

    The Old testament prophets hit hard on the issue.  “Do you not remember that your 

father was a wandering Aramean in the desert?”  I called you out of Egypt.  

IMMIGRANTS.  

 

Attitudes that need shaking up. 

It’s about our  horrible income divide we have in this country. If you want to know what 

God thinks about poor people and rich folks, read the prophets. We think the issues are 

abortion, and other things.  The prophets knew the issues were about rich and poor, and 

our care for each other. 



 

There’s the issue about respecting Muslims.  It's about really seeing our neighbors and 

reaching out to hold hands. 

      It's about a whole lot of messy issues. 

     Jesus calls us to move beyond tradition, beyond our culture, beyond the past. 

Jesus calls us to grab on to his vision.   

 

Here we sit in church.  A church, not a museum to the past, not a place where we 

expect to have all our old prejudices and pet peeves honored.   

 

  A church, when it is at its best, is one of the very few places left in America where 

folks with different ideas come together.  You could be sitting next to a young person 

ready to burst on the world with new ideas, you could be sitting next to a very old 

creaky person who has a fresh and strong faith. 

   You could be sitting next to the world's worst grump, or maybe that is you, and you 

need someone to check your attitude. 

   You could be sitting next to a gay person, a democrat, a republican, or someone who 

has given up on our political system. If the church is being church, then us different kind 

of folks come together to shake and shape each other's faith.   

 I don't want to worship with all folks just like me, that would be boring.  We are 

here to shape each other's faith and challenge each other's faith. 

 And I don’t want to leave this worship or any other worship, without having 

my attitudes and prejudices shaken up.  

 

   My friend Alice. When I was pastoring in Ohio, she had a conversation with a rich 

person in the congregation.  Well not really a rich person, because there were no rich 

Lutherans there, but at least one who had a few bucks more than the others. 

     The person told her, “I  Don't like it when the pastor talks about the rich man with 

poor Lazarus laying at the door step. 

  I don't like it when he talks about the young rich man who wanted to follow Jesus but 

was told that he had to sell all his possessions, give to the poor and then follow Jesus. 

   It's like he's personally pointing at me.” 

  Alice, a dear Scottish lady, saved me. She said “He's just preaching the gospel, dearie. 

 

      The gospel is here to give us a slap upside the head and change our ways. 

      If the church is doing its work right, we all may walk out of here with our faith lifted 

a notch, and feeling a little uneasy about the way we live our lives. 

 That's the gospel. 

   That's Jesus the trouble maker, working on our prejudices, working on our feeling that 

whatever we learned in kindergarten, that's enough.  The world will be the same as it 

was so long ago.  “Gimme that old time religion, it's good enough for me.” 



   NOT 

 

 

Our God is a god of the past.    

   Our god is a god of the present.    

     But our God is most certainly a God of the future.. 

 

Jewish folks made a remarkable discovery in their walk with God.  Life is linear rather 

than circular 

   People observed the growing cycles, plant the seeds, care for the seeds, harvest the 

seeds. 

    Spring, summer, winter, fall.   Natural obvious cycle. 

       The big mistake many cultures made was thinking that life is like that.  One big 

turning wheel. Same ol, same ol,  Nothing new under the sun. 

 

The great Jewish revelation, is things are not circular.  They are linear. 

    God is not doing the same ol, same ol.  But new things.  Going places.  

    The Hebrew slaves wanted freedom.  So Moses, with coaching from Yahweh, got 

them across the Red Sea.   And in gratitude, like all of us,  the slaves said, “Whoa, this is 

not a land flowing with milk and honey, this is a lousy dried up desert.  Where's the 

McDonalds, where's the Mall, where do I charge my phone.  Oh if only we could be 

back in good ol slavery days in Egypt.” 

     And God, the God of the past, of the present and the future said “Move it.  We're 

going somewhere.” 

No more slavery, no more Egypt.  “Move it.” 

 

In difficult times we want to fall back on the past, the 'good ol days' which were old but 

not good. 

  We want the familiar imagined life of long, long ago. 

      Sorry folks. God does not go back, God goes forward. 

       And it's scary going where you have never gone before. 

          We want to stop.  Not another step. 

              And so God, the God of compassion, says “Ok, I know it’s scary. Take my hand, 

we will walk together.  But remember, no turning back.  No stopping.  And maybe there 

will be kicking and screaming as I drag you along,  But I am the God of the future, and 

we will go there together. “ 

 

Our God is most certainly God of the future.  So let’s listen to Jesus and move on.  

Amen. 
        


