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The Wideness of the Kingdom 
C-4, 1 Kings 8:22-23; Luke 7:1-10; 5/29/16 

Robert Woody 
 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence:  The Love and Compassion of God, modeled by Jesus, flows through people beyond the 

Christian tradition and stretches the Kingdom of God, beyond only Christians. 
 

Children’s  Sermon: 

What scares you the most?  What is fear?  What is courage?  Is fear a good thing or a bad thing?  

Sometimes it is good.  It came help us avoid dangerous situations or serious mistakes.  Can you 

think of an example where fear helped you make a good decision?  [someone driving too fast]  But 

sometimes fear can be a bad thing; it can make us avoid or miss opportunities to have really good 

experiences.  Can you think of an example where fear caused you to miss out on something that 

could have been really good?  [afraid to tell someone the truth] 

What do Jesus and God say about fear?  Mostly “Fear Not” or “have courage”.   Why would God 

say that?  Does God want us to get in trouble, have something bad happen to us?  No, God realizes 

that often we miss out on very good opportunities to meet people, or to learn and grow, or to 

experience a deeper connection because we are afraid, we are overcome with fear.   

I think Jesus faced a really scary situation in our Gospel story today.  His country had been taken 

over by a big powerful country, the Roman Empire.  And the Roman army lived in their country and 

controlled everything; they were like the police, but not friendly police.   

One of the officers sent a message to Jesus to come to his house.  Jesus had started a new 

religious movement and word about him was spreading.  Some people liked what he was doing, 

and some wanted to shut him down.  If you were Jesus, and an army or police officer from a 

country that had taken over yours, wanted you to come to his house, would you be afraid?  I 

would.    

The Roman officer said he had a slave that he liked a lot and the slave was sick.  He had heard 

Jesus could heal sick people.  So he asked Jesus to come.  Was he bluffing?  So did Jesus act out of 

fear or courage?  Courage, and even more importantly love.   

So what should we do when we feel fear?  When we are afraid?  Maybe we should stop and 

think about it. Why am I afraid?  What will I miss out on if I follow my fear?  What would it look like 

to have courage?   What would it look like to have love?  What would God want me to do?  Maybe 

say a prayer:  “God give me courage to do the right thing.” 

Fear is not always a bad thing; it can help us make smart decisions.  But it can also, if we let it 

control us, cause us to make really bad decisions, and miss out on building friendships and good 

relationships and loving one another the way God wants us to.  That’s why Jesus and God are 

always saying to their followers:  Fear Not.  Love your neighbor 
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Adult Sermon: 

“1 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth  . . . . all the whole earth. . 

. . 3 Declare [God’s] glory among the nations and [God’s] wonders among all peoples . . . . among 

all peoples.” 

 

Our Psalm today, Psalm 96, makes it clear that the God the Jewish people worshiped is the 

same God and Lord of all the nations, all peoples, all the whole earth.  The God and Creator of all 

people, everyone. 

 

In our Old Testament reading from 1st Kings, King Solomon, the wise one, who had built the 

Temple in Jerusalem, so the People of Israel could worship the God of Israel, prays to God: “O Lord, 

God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on earth beneath, keeping covenant and 

steadfast love for your servants who walk before you with all their heart.”  The people of Israel 

were worshipping the God of Love, and the God of all heaven and all earth.  And then Solomon 

makes a strange request:  “. . . when a foreigner comes, who is not of your people Israel . . . and 

prays towards this house; then hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do according to all that the 

foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do 

your people Israel.”   

Solomon, the wise one, recognizes that God’s Kingdom, God’s love, is much wider than just for 

the small nation of Israel; God’s love is for all peoples.  Solomon doesn’t say this foreigner needs to 

be circumcised and be converted to the Jewish tradition, before God should answer his prayer.  The 

foreigner should know that the God of love they worship in their Jewish temple, is the same God of 

love in his nation and his world.  Other peoples do not have to become Jewish and part of Israel, to 

know and love and be loved by the same God. 

 

This is consistent with the point I was trying to make last Sunday when we were discussing our 

Doctrine of the Trinity.  Yes, we in the Christian tradition have experienced God in multiple ways, 

including God the Creator, God in Jesus, the Christ, and God through the Holy Spirit.  And, our 

experience of the multiple Persons of the Trinity is also a metaphor, a sacrament, an example of 

how our God can be experienced in many different ways.  So, other faith traditions can have very 

similar experiences of our same God of Love, but they will interpret and express them looking 

through the lens of their own faith tradition, through stories from their own Scripture.   

That’s why, -- though our outward traditions and practices, which evolved from our own unique 

cultural-linguistic traditions, may be very different, the core foundational understandings of God 

and faith are very similar.  That’s why we all, all the enduring faith traditions, have a similar version 

of the Golden Rule -- love your neighbor, as yourself.  All the enduring religions are about love and 

compassion at their core.  They are also all “wisdom traditions”,  they are about showing us 

and teaching us the Way, the Pathway to Abundant Life.  They are all “aesthetic traditions” they 

value and create beauty as a mediator of the Divine.  They are all “communities of practice” 

teaching ways to live out a religious life.  And they are all “communities of transformation”, seeking 

to transform the self and the world from old ways of being to new ways of being through love and 

compassion.   
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And these core similarities all point to the reality that we are worshiping the same God, the 

God of Love and Compassion, even though we may experience God through different lens. 

 

We see this also in our Gospel reading.  This is a story not about a Jew or a follower of Jesus’ 

New Movement.  It’s a story about a Gentile, a centurion, a Roman military officer, probably 

serving under King Herod. And it’s not about a conversion experience, where the centurion 

becomes a Jesus follower.   

It’s actually about Jesus having an epiphany; Jesus realizing, that this non-Jew, this non-Jesus 

follower, was a person of incredibly deep compassion and love and faith.  In a world where slavery 

was legal and accepted as normal; and where it was OK and normal for the rich and powerful slave 

owners to exploit and abuse their slaves, physically and sexually; this Gentile centurion had a heart 

of love and compassion, even for his slave.  And this Gentile centurion also had a heart of love and 

compassion for his Jewish neighbors, despite all the political and military tensions, between Rome 

and the people of Israel.  He helped them build a new synagogue. And, through the stories he had 

heard about other healings that Jesus had previously done in the Capernaum area, this Gentile 

centurion had deep respect and trust for Jesus, although they had never met, and even in this 

story, never actually meet face to face.  The Gentile centurion even respects the Jewish traditions 

that Jesus usually followed that would make it awkward for Jesus to enter into his Gentile home.  

He sends the message:  “Do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my 

roof.”  

This Gentile centurion doesn’t see Jesus as a threat to his power and authority, or his own faith 

tradition, which is never explicitly revealed.  Instead, he lifts up and respects Jesus because of his 

reputation for love and compassion, and even lifts Jesus up in front of the Jewish elders of 

Capernaum.   

When Jesus sees all this, he turns to the crowd around him and says, “Wow!  I have never seen 

such faith, not among the righteous Jews, or even among my own disciples and followers!”   

 

What does Jesus mean by “faith”?  Does he mean believing in Jesus as the Messiah, the Son of 

God, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontus Pilate, etc. etc.?  No.  By faith, is Jesus 

referring to someone who has faithfully studied the Torah, worshipped in the Temple and practiced 

the Jewish traditions?  No.  By faith, Jesus seems to be referring to the respect and love and 

compassion that this Gentile centurion seems to show for everyone, his slave, his Jewish neighbors, 

and even for Jesus, a prophet of another faith tradition.   

And does Jesus try to convert him?  No, Jesus respects this Gentile centurion, as a child of God, 

full of God’s love, even in his own faith tradition, whatever it was.  And the slave was healed 

because his owner, the Gentile centurion, was a person of true faith, true love, true compassion. 

 

Are we willing, when we encounter a person of another faith tradition, to take off our Christian 

tradition lens, and put on a God of Love and Compassion lens, and to try to see, despite the many 

differences in our faith traditions, a common mission, common core principals, ways to collaborate 

to help and serve, with love and compassion, the needy, the disenfranchised in our neighborhoods, 

our city, our nation, our world?   
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Are we willing to respect their faith in the God of Love, the way Jesus respected and honored 

the faith of this Gentile centurion?   

 

Why would we not do that? One reason would be we don’t realize that we may be looking at 

the world through a narrow lens that sees the Christian way of relating God as the only way.  

Another reason would be fear.  Can we trust people of another faith tradition, a very different 

culture?  In our current chaotic political culture, some are saying, “No don’t trust them!”  “Don’t 

trust Muslims!” because of ICIS.  “Ban all of them from our country.”  Let Fear Reign. 

Are we willing to hear God’s call to “Fear Not”?  Are we willing to respect the faith of Muslim 

brothers and sisters in the God of Love, the way Jesus respected and honored the faith of this 

Gentile centurion? 

 

Want to give it a try?  I’ve got a perfect opportunity.  A Turkish Islamic group from the Turkish 

Raindrop House on Vance Jackson off of Loop 410, which runs a nonprofit called the Dialogue 

Institute, would like to share with us, the Church of Reconciliation, their experience of Ramadan, 

which is the holiest month in their faith tradition.  During the month of Ramadan, when they fast 

every day from sunrise to sunset, they would like to come to Reconciliation, on Sunday evening 

June 12th, and get to know us better, share with us about their Ramadan tradition, and then when 

sunset comes, break bread together.  They will bring all the food, because it has to be their version 

of “Kosher.” It will start at 7:30 pm with a time of greeting and getting to know each other.  And 

then a time of prayer and sharing about their tradition of Ramadan.  And then at 8:35 pm, when 

sunset happens, we will break bread together and end by 9 pm.   

Now it would be a lot more convenient for us if we could meet earlier and break bread at 7 or 

7:30 pm.  But can we, like the most faithful Gentile centurion from our Gospel story, respect the 

traditions of friends of other faith traditions, so we can be together and get to know each other and 

love one another? 

 

There will be a signup sheet in Brown Hall. 

 

“1 Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth  . . . . all the whole earth. . 

. . 3 Declare [God’s] glory among the nations and [God’s] wonders among all peoples . . . . among 

all peoples.” 

Amen. 

 


