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“one song” 

For love is all there is, the One Song 

 

* * * * * * * 

 

Any of you who has ever written a poem, or painted a picture, or grown a 

garden, or built something, or started anything new from a “blank canvas” 

knows something about the mystery of how things come into being once you say 

Yes. Even opening your eyes to a new day, rising, and stepping into it is a 

creative act. You just never know what might happen.  

 

So it was with my saying Yes to a photo exhibit that became a little book that 

became this presentation. It all started about a year and a half ago when Patsy 

Sasek, a Reconciler whom many of you know well, asked me if I would like to be 

part of a photo exhibit at Cathedral House Gallery at the Bishop Jones Center. 

Despite the fact that I had never exhibited my photos, I said Yes! and stepped 

into a spiraling mystery of creativity that, as it turned out, was full of epiphanies. 

 

To begin, I sorted through hundreds of my photos to make selections for the 

show. Once I made my picks, they needed titles. Gazing at the photos on my 

computer, trying to imagine titles for them, I noticed that the words floating into 

my mind were phrases from a prayer I’d written in 2007 during one of 

Reconciliation’s Lenten study groups. Our topic that year had been The Lord’s 

Prayer, and at the end of six weeks, each of us had composed our own version of 

Jesus’ prayer. Ah ha! I thought, the photos and the prayer go together. They illuminate 

each other. Later, in order to keep the prayer and photos together after the exhibit, 

I created a photo book and gave a copy of it to Robert and Julie that Christmas. 

Which is how I happen to be here today. 

 

Here it is: One Song. It consists of 8 lines of verse, 10 photographic images, and 

one AMEN. The foundation for it is the prayer we all know by heart, many of us 

having memorized it before we could read or write. This is the prayer that Jesus 

taught us in the Gospel reading we just heard. It is like a cloak of confidence that 

he says we should ask God to give us every day so that we may be empowered 

to walk the Way of love. It is the prayer we pray, as a community, just before we 

take the consecrated bread and wine into our bodies at the Eucharistic affirming: 

May we become what we receive. It is a very bold prayer!  



 

Before we look at the photos and my prayer-poem, you should know about 

another thing that influenced my writing of it. In 1994, one of my dearest friends 

sent me an article with a translation of The Lord’s Prayer from its original 

Aramaic into English. Written by Mark Hathaway, this translation and 

commentary blew my understanding of our core prayer wide open. Enough so 

that I remembered it 13 years later when we were studying The Lord’s Prayer in 

our small groups.  

 

So, here’s what we’re going to do: go line by line through The Lord’s Prayer as 

we say it now exploring some of Mr. Hathaway’s insight into the Aramaic 

meaning. Then we’ll see how his insights and some of my own experiences 

inspired my poetic interpretation. And then we’ll look at the words and images 

together. Ready? Here we go! 

 

Our Father who art in heaven  

 

As children learning this prayer, most of us probably conjured up an image of an 

old bearded man looking down on us from somewhere high in the sky. But the 

original Aramaic words point towards an image of creation, of breathing life into 

myriad forms out of oneness, as if both light and sound were spreading out and 

filling the entire universe. Heaven, then, is seen not so much as a place but as a 

dimension of reality that is present everywhere and always. 

 

These glimpses into the deeper meaning of the opening words of Jesus’ prayer 

reminded me of St. John of the Cross, who referred to God as “The Silent Music”, 

so I put these ideas together like this: 

 

“silent music” 

Our Loving Creator, Silent Music of the Universe 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hallowed be thy name 

 

Hallowed? What does that mean? It reminds me of the old joke about children 

thinking this line is Howard be thy name.  But hallowed really just means holy, or 

sacred. In his commentary, Mr. Hathaway says the Aramaic words present an 

image of someone bending over to clear a space where the sacred may dwell, of 

opening us so that God’s presence may move in us unrestricted.  

 

Hmmm. How could I express that, I wondered? It seemed to me that in order for 

God’s creative energy to flow in us unimpeded, we would need to continually 

shift out of our ordinary, distracted state of consciousness, into alert awareness 

of what is going on as it is going on. Or as Ram Das famously put it: Be Here 

Now. 

 

That thought triggered a memory of an experience I had at a retreat on the 

southeast coast of Hawaii in 2002. Morning after morning , I had watched as the 

translucent teal waves of the Pacific Ocean, backlit by the rising sun, crashed into 

the black lava cliff below me creating a white mist in which hundreds of 

prismatic rainbows glistened. It was so spectacularly beautiful it left me 

speechless and wide awake! Recalling this exquisite experience, I put the second 

line like this: 

 

“shimmering light” 

Awaken us with the shimmering light of your Love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thy kingdom come 

 

Though in English kingdom is masculine, the Aramaic word for it has feminine 

roots, Mr. Hathaway explains, and carries the idea of guiding principles that 

allow us to go forward with regal dignity no matter what we may encounter. 

And there is a sense of urgency or excitement in the coming of the kingdom, an 

aliveness that comes from being plugged into the infinite kindness of God’s love. 

 

Alive is exactly how I felt on that cliff in Hawaii I just told you about. I was so 

mesmerized by that living vision of beauty, I seemed to see a disembodied SMILE 

dancing above the waves between the horizon and me. This SMILE has stayed 

with me, reminding me that God knows far more than I can imagine, helping me 

to relax and trust, to say yes to God’s vision of joy.  

 

“transcendent smile” 

Transform us with your transcendent smile into joy itself. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 

 

This, says Mr. Hathaway, can be considered the heart of Jesus’ prayer. It conveys 

the idea that our desire to be open to God’s creative energy is what will allow the 

miracle of God’s vision to manifest itself on Earth. But it seems to me that in 

order for us to actually BE open to God’s vision, we have to be willing to empty 

ourselves of our ideas, to stop insisting we know what’s going on, what’s best, 

what’s possible, and what’s right or true. When we allow this prayer to open us 

to the holy, boundaries between heaven and earth dissolve and God’s genius is 

available to us in ways that can feel almost magical. 



“empty hat” 

Out of the empty hat of our willingness, pull life out of thin air again! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give us this day our daily bread 

 

Here, we are asking not only for our physical need for daily sustenance to be 

provided, but also for everything we need to truly thrive. In Aramaic, Mr. 

Hathaway explains, the words for bread and wisdom are closely related. In 

addition, we are not simply asking to be given all of this, but for it to be brought 

forth from us for the benefit of all.  

 

That’s a big job. How do we not lose heart in the midst of daily disasters? One 

essential ingredient to vibrant aliveness is a sense of wonder, which children feel 

but adults often lose. To be amazed by life is to be blessed. Wonder makes us 

curious, keeps us engaged, and gives us hope. Daily bread indeed. 

 

“caretakers of wonder” 

Give us what we need this day to be caretakers of wonder. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us 

 

Here, the Aramaic words convey the idea of untying knots, of returning 

everything to its original state of freedom through forgiveness: ourselves, each 

other, our failures, frustrations, and despair. Whether the transgression is our 

own or someone else’s, the way forward is always forgiveness. We release to be 

released. 

 

“home to peace” 

And when we fall victim to unkindness, bring us quickly home to peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil 
 

In Aramaic, “evil” is conceived of as an action that is unripe, like a fruit that is 

either immature or rotten. So with these words we are asking that God guard us 

from acting out of anxious preoccupations or because of grudges and opinions 

that have less to do with this moment than with recurrent memories or fearful 

anticipations.  
 

“open” 

Keep us from being captive to fear and open our hearts to Love. 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 



For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  

 

This line sums up the entire prayer, says Mr. Hathaway. The kingdom is the 

guiding principle and creative potential of love. The power is the energy that 

gives and sustains all life. The glory is all things returned to a state of harmony 

and equilibrium, everywhere in the Uni-Verse, the One Song. And so we affirm: 

 

“luminous harmony” 

For Love is all there is, the One Song, the Luminous Harmony, forever and ever.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And so IT IS. 

“Faith, hope, love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” 

1 Corinthians 13: 13 

 

AMEN. 

 

 


