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Welcoming One Another, Welcomes God 
A-8:  Matthew 10:40-42 

Robert Woody, 7/2/17 

 

Sermon-in-a-Sentence:  When we graciously welcome others and let the love of God flow through us, we are 

actually welcoming God and building up the Body of Christ, the Kingdom of God. 

 

Children’s Sermon: 

When we come to church on Sundays, and we want Jesus to be close to us, to feel his presence, what 

should we do?  Or if we wanted God to be close to us, to feel God’s presence, what should we do?  Say a 

prayer?  Read the Bible?  Go to church?   

Do you know what Jesus told his followers to do if they wanted to feel close to him or to God?  Welcome 

other people – welcome the pastor, fellow church members, or even strangers.  When we generously 

welcome each other, and welcome newcomers, according to Jesus, we are actually welcoming Jesus and God.   

Am I Jesus?  Am I God?  No, pretty sure I am not.  But Jesus says if you warmly welcome me, you are 

actually welcoming Jesus, welcoming God.  And when I am sincerely welcome you or others, and we connect, I 

will feel and experience the presence, the warmth, the love of God. 

Why is it, if we simply are very welcoming to one another, suddenly God shows up?  Here’s what I think 

happens:  When we sincerely & generously welcome good friends or even strangers, we are basically loving 

them, and creating a loving environment.  And whenever or wherever there is love, God and Jesus show up.  

Whenever those people out there feel welcomed and cared for and loved, they are much more likely to feel 

God’s presence or hear Jesus’ voice.  But if we never welcomed or greeted each other, this would be a “cold” 

lonely place and it would be harder to hear or feel God’s presence. 

So when we welcome a friend or stranger, it’s not just for the benefit of the other person, it’s also for us.  

If we welcome others, we will be letting love flow through us and we will be much more likely to feel God’s 

presence, to hear Jesus’ voice.  We may not realize that we’ve actually welcomed God, but when we are in a 

friendly welcoming place, we will feel this sense of warmness or closeness, connection.  I think the thing that is 

giving us that good feeling is God’s love flowing through us and around us. 

You want to feel and experience God’s presence and love?  Then be welcoming, create an atmosphere of 

love, and you will experience God’s presence. 

 

Adult Sermon: 

We have finally reached the end of Jesus’ “sending out” speech for his 12 disciples, which has been the 

source of our Gospel readings for the last 3 Sundays.  Up to this point, his disciples have just been following 

Jesus around, listening and helping out, but staying with Jesus.  Jesus could only be in one place at a time so 

progress in building up the Jesus movement was fairly slow.  Now, Jesus has decided his disciples are ready, 

and he’s sending them out individually, so they, as a team, can cover a lot more turf.  The Word of Jesus will 

be spreading out to 13 different places at one time, instead of just one.   

In today’s concluding comments in his “sending out” speech, Jesus says that he will be, and God will now 

be, hanging out and sharing the Good News and meeting people, in all those 13 different locations, not just 

the one place he’s physically present.  How’s that going to happen?  Is it up to the disciples to make Jesus 

present by preaching great sermons and healing the sick and casting out demons?  Yes, but there’s much more 
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to it.  How will Jesus be present?  Actually, in large part, it’s up to the people they are reaching out to, for 

Jesus or God to show up.  Jesus says if the people welcome you as my disciples, my prophets, my team, they 

will actually be welcoming me.  Through your presence, and through their welcoming, I will be present to 

them, and God will be present to them.  According to Jesus, it’s not all up to the disciples to make Jesus 

present to those you are going out to.  It’s mostly up to the people.   

He had said earlier in his sending out speech, “if you go somewhere and they don’t welcome you, then just 

leave, brush the dust off your feet and go on to the next place.  Because they would not welcome you, I will 

not be present to them.  They will miss out.”   

And now Jesus says, “If they do generously welcome you, they will also be welcoming me and God.”   

 

In these closing comments, Jesus seems to be focusing on the importance and impact of the people 

welcoming his disciples, and welcoming others sent out to spread the Good News and reach out to the needy.  

Welcoming God’s servants and messengers, is welcoming God.  But Jesus also seems to stretch this concept, 

of the connection between welcoming and experiencing God, even more.  He says, “whoever gives even a cup 

of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their 

reward.” (Matt. 10:42)     

Biblical scholars and commentators have a difficult time interpreting this last sentence, and understanding 

exactly who Jesus was referring to when he said,  “these little ones.”  I think what he’s saying is that this 

connection between graciously and lovingly welcoming someone, and then experiencing God’s presence, goes 

way beyond just welcoming the traveling disciple or prophet, or other church leaders.  Anytime we graciously 

welcome anyone, even some “little one,” a stranger who is thirsty and needs a drink, we are, on the deepest 

level, welcoming Jesus and welcoming God.  When we generously welcome others, when we let the love of 

God flow through us to newcomers and strangers and “little ones,” we are also welcoming God into our hearts 

and our lives. 

 

Our world and the Church have changed dramatically since Jesus’ day.  We are much less “inter-

dependent” in our culture and economy, than in Jesus’ day.  It was normally for disciples and itinerant pastors 

to have to depend on the small congregations in the villages to provide them with food and a place to sleep.  

Hospitality and welcoming went far beyond just being nice or friendly to each other; it often involved actually 

providing food, or clothing, or a place to sleep.  We do try to assist our members and our neighbors when they 

hit a financial crisis. Usually through my Discretionary Fund, we help them with rent, or groceries or medicine.  

But that’s more of the exception than the norm.  But I still think that the importance of generous welcoming, 

that Jesus talked about in his day, is still equally important today.  Our welcoming is probably more often 

relational, than actually providing for physical needs.  But I do think that our “welcoming” still opens the door 

to experiencing God’s presence.   

When we gather together at church hoping to connect with, and feel God’s presence, and Jesus’ presence, 

maybe we need to ask ourselves the question:  “Am I being welcoming?  Do I notice the newcomer, or 1st time 

visitor?  If I notice them, do I go over and introduce myself  and welcome them?  Do I make it a point to greet 

them at the peace?  Do I invite them to coffee hour?  Do I sit down at a table with them and answer questions 

about who we are and what goes on in our faith community?   

And it’s not just about newcomers.  It’s also about longtime members.  Do I greet them?  Do I make a point 

to truly listen to them and pay attention if they seem to be struggling or in a difficult place?  Do I reach out to 
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welcome even those members who are very different from me – generationally, theologically, politically?  Do I 

strive to build bridges and relationships and to truly listen to them?   

 

I think what Jesus said to his disciples is still very true in our context.  If we are generously welcoming, we 

are basically reaching out and letting God’s love flow through us.  And when we let God’s love flow through us, 

as we welcome others, we are welcoming God and Jesus and opening ourselves to experience God’s presence.   

 

Many of you have probably had this experience before.  You take a vacation or move to a new city and you 

go to a church for the first time.  And maybe you even go to coffee hour afterwards.  And sometimes, no one 

ever comes up to welcome you.  Or maybe one person does, but everyone else stays focused on old friends.  

And when you walk out, how do you feel?  You probably don’t feel like you are really close to God or Jesus.   

We had that experience once when Julie and I went back to the Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh where we 

had our wedding.  They had been very generous to allow us to be married there in an Episcopal Church, even 

though we had no direct connections.  So I guess about 9 or 10 years later, we were visiting Julie’s family in 

Pittsburgh, and one Sunday, and we decided to visit the same Episcopal church where we were married.  No 

one ever greeted us or said hello.  After the service we walked up to the altar area and asked someone to take 

a photo of us,  standing near the altar where we said our marriage vows.  And still there was no welcome.  The 

church felt frigid.   

We’ve had similar experiences other times we’ve visited churches. 

 

Reconciliation is clearly the most welcoming church I’ve ever been a part of.  We have stretched so many 

times to be welcoming.  For those who don’t know much of our history, in the early 70’s, we welcomed crazy 

artist and actors and dancers back when they couldn’t find churches where they could share their gifts.  In the 

late 70’s, we welcomed Vietnam veterans and divorcees when most churches slammed the doors in their face.  

And it is never easy to be welcoming.  Not everyone was on the same page; not everyone was comfortable 

welcoming those who were not welcome in most churches.  Sometimes we lost members when we welcomed 

a new diverse group.   

In the 80’s, we were the first church to welcome AA and other 12 stepper groups.  In the late 90’s and 

early 2000’s we began welcoming gays and lesbians when most churches shut their doors.  And we lost some 

members in the process.  And about 6 years ago, we began welcoming our RMI friends. 

We have always been very welcoming; it’s part of our DNA.  And we’ve worked hard to continue to stretch 

our welcome.  But we aren’t perfect, yet.  We all need to stay focused on welcoming strangers and 

newcomers, and reaching out to those we are still having issues with, to heal and reconcile our relationships.  

We need to share the love of God with everyone.  Because when we do that, we feel the flow of God’s love in 

us, and we know we are truly part of the Body of Christ. 

 

I love the passing of the peace at Rec.  It’s a time when welcoming flourishes.  Now I don’t want to make it 

even more chaotic or even longer.  But I do want to encourage and challenge you today, and every Sunday to 

see the passing of the peace,  and our breakfast and coffee hour, as a time when you can stretch yourselves, 

and welcome others and in the process, help stir up God’s presence among us.  When we do that well, when 

we generously welcome our visitors and newcomers and fellow Reconcilers, we set the tone and the 

atmosphere for our faith community.  And we all feel God’s presence. 
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I want to add a short footnote to this sermon connected with our 4th of July Celebration.  Today we are 

reminded how blessed we are to be Americans.  And we give thanks to all who have suffered and sacrificed to 

make this a great nation.  We have always been, for the most part, a very welcoming nation.  We have a times 

messed up, for example, initially only “welcoming” our African American sisters and brothers as slaves.  But 

we have, mostly, welcomed a diversity of people to become a part of our country.  And for the most part, we 

are welcoming to our fellow citizens.  But we are in a time, when things have become more divisive and less 

welcoming.  And I think it is critically important that we not only make our faith community welcoming, but we 

also make our nation generously welcoming.  That is more complicated in our current world.  But it is again, 

one of the ways we welcome God and Jesus to be present with us, through being welcoming to all our fellow 

citizens and welcoming newcomers to our country.      

 

Amen 


